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Unit I 

THE ORIGIN OF PRESS 

Introduction 

The word journalism derived from the Latin word Diurnalis which gave way to the 

French word Journo. Journalism, though it seems to be a modern invention, has far 

earlier roots than often comprehended. Journalism, in this lesson, shall take into 

consideration print media or press in short and shall not expand its reach to 

broadcast media or electronic media. In this lesson, we shall discuss about 

etymology and definitions of press or journalism, as we shall call it hereafter, status 

of press in India and shall discuss in brief about newsletter, their origin, growth and 

role in ancient and medieval India. 

 

ETYMOLOGY AND DEFINITIONS OF PRESS 

Journalism in broad terms is known as the business of writing, editing, or 

publishing a newspaper or public journal. Roland E. Wolseley, the famous American 

Professor of Journalism describes journalism as “the systematic and reliable 

dissemination of public information, public opinion and public entertainment by 

modern mass media of communication”. The words journalism, journal, journalist are 

derived from the French word Journo, which in turn comes from the Latin term 

Diurnalis. 

Acta Diurna was perhaps the first newspaper appeared in Rome. The Acta 

senatus, or Commentarii senatus, were the minutes of the proceedings of the 

Senate, and, according to Suetonius, they were first published in 59 BCE. They 

were available to senators, but the emperor Augustus did not allow access to the 

wider public. From the reign of his successor, Tiberius, in the 1st century CE, a 

young senator drew up the Acta senatus, which were kept in the imperial archives 

and public libraries. They could be examined only with special permission. 

The Acta diurna (also called Acta populi, or Acta publica), said to date from before 59 

BCE, recorded official business and matters of public interest. Under the empire 

(after 27 BCE), the Acta diurna constituted a type of daily gazette, and thus it was, in 

a sense, the prototype of the modern newspaper. 
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Press, as an alternative word to journalism began after the invention of printing 

press. The specific sense "machine for printing" is from 1530s; this was extended to 

publishing houses and agencies of producing printed matter collectively by 1570s 

and to publishing generally (in phrases such as freedom of the press) from c. 1680. 

This gradually shifted c. 1800-1820 to "the sum total of periodical publishing, 

newspapers, journalism." The press, meaning "journalists collectively" is attested 

from 1921 (though superseded by media since the rise of television, etc.). Other 

important words related to press also came by along these years. Press agent, 

employed to tend to newspaper advertisements and supply news editors with 

information, is from 1873, originally theatrical; press conference "meeting at which 

journalists are given the opportunity to question a politician, celebrity, etc.," is 

attested from 1931, though the thing itself dates to at least World War I. Press 

secretary is recorded from 1940; press release "official statement offered to a 

newspaper for publication" is by 1918. 

 

The history of journalism spans centuries, reflecting the development of 

communication, technology, and the changing nature of society. Journalism has 

evolved from the earliest forms of news dissemination to the sophisticated, fast-

paced media landscape of the modern world. Below is an overview of the history of 

journalism, touching on key milestones, developments, and shifts in the industry. 

1. Early Forms of Communication: 

❖ Oral Tradition: In ancient societies, news was often passed on orally through 

speeches, town criers, and public gatherings. People would gather in central 

places, such as markets or town squares, to hear the latest news from travelers, 

traders, or appointed messengers. 

❖ Written Communication: Early forms of written communication began with ancient 

civilizations such as the Sumerians and Egyptians. The Egyptian hieroglyphs and 

Mesopotamian cuneiform scripts were used to record events, often for the 

purpose of historical record or royal decrees. However, these were not 

"journalism" in the modern sense but represent the beginnings of information 

dissemination. 
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2. The Printing Press and the Birth of Newspapers (15th - 17th Century): 

❖ Gutenberg's Printing Press (1440s): The invention of the printing press by 

Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th century was a game-changer in the history 

of journalism. It enabled the mass production of written material, making it 

possible to print books, pamphlets, and eventually newspapers in large 

quantities. 

❖ First Newspapers: The first forms of newspapers began appearing in Europe in 

the late 16th and early 17th centuries. For instance: 

• The "Relation" (1605): Considered by many as the first true newspaper, 

published in Strasbourg, Germany. 

• The "Oxford Gazette" (1665): One of the earliest English-language 

newspapers. 

❖ Early Journalism: These early newspapers focused primarily on royal decrees, 

military affairs, and important political events. They were typically small, often run 

by royal or religious institutions, and circulated primarily among the elite. 

3. The Rise of Print Journalism (18th - 19th Century): 

❖ Political and Social Change: As democracy grew in Europe and North America, 

journalism became more closely tied to politics and social change. The Age of 

Enlightenment in the 18th century emphasized the importance of freedom of the 

press, rational discourse, and the right to information. 

❖ The Penny Press (1830s): In the United States, the development of the penny 

press marked a shift in journalism. Newspapers like The New York Sun, founded 

by Benjamin Day, were sold cheaply, broadening readership to the masses. 

These papers covered stories of interest to ordinary people, including crime, 

entertainment, and human interest. 

❖ Rise of Investigative Journalism: The 19th century also saw the rise of 

investigative journalism, with journalists uncovering political corruption, social 

injustices, and other abuses of power. Figures like Ida B. Wells and Lincoln 

Steffens became famous for their efforts to expose social issues. 

4. The 20th Century - Mass Media and Professionalization: 
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• The Birth of Radio and Television: In the early 20th century, new technologies 

such as radio and television began to change the nature of journalism. With radio 

broadcasts in the 1920s and television in the 1940s and 1950s, news could be 

delivered instantly to millions of people, making journalism more immediate and 

widespread. 

• The Golden Age of Journalism (Mid-20th Century): The post-World War II era is 

often considered the golden age of journalism, particularly in the U.S., where 

newspapers like The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Chicago 

Tribune were at their peak. Journalism also became more professionalized 

during this time, with the establishment of journalistic ethics, standards, and 

training programs. 

• Investigative Reporting and the Watergate Scandal: One of the most significant 

moments in 20th-century journalism was the Watergate scandal in the 1970s. 

Investigative journalists Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein of The Washington 

Post uncovered the Watergate cover-up, leading to the resignation of U.S. 

President Richard Nixon in 1974. This event solidified the role of investigative 

journalism as a pillar of democracy. 

5. The Digital Revolution and the Internet (Late 20th - 21st Century): 

❖ The Internet Age: In the 1990s and 2000s, the rise of the Internet and digital 

media fundamentally transformed journalism. Websites, blogs, and social media 

platforms provided new channels for news dissemination, allowing for 

instantaneous updates and global reach. 

❖ Online News Sites and the Decline of Print Media: Established newspapers 

began transitioning to online platforms, and new digital news outlets such as 

HuffPost, BuzzFeed, and Politico emerged. The decline in print readership, 

combined with the rise of free online content, posed significant challenges to 

traditional media companies. 

❖ Social Media and Citizen Journalism: The proliferation of social media platforms 

like Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube has given ordinary people the ability to 

share news and opinions, blurring the lines between professional journalism and 
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citizen journalism. Social media has also become an important tool for news 

organizations to engage with their audiences. 

❖ Decline of Revenue and the Rise of Fake News: The economic model of 

traditional journalism began to erode with the decline in print advertising and 

subscription revenue. At the same time, the rise of "fake news", misinformation, 

and echo chambers on social media posed new challenges for the credibility of 

news. 

6. Journalism in the Age of Convergence (21st Century): 

Convergence of Media: The 21st century has seen a convergence of print, 

broadcast, and digital media. News organizations now have websites, apps, and 

social media presence, and use multimedia (video, audio, interactive graphics) to 

engage audiences. Mobile journalism (Mojo) and data journalism are also 

reshaping how news is reported and consumed. 

The Role of Journalism in Democracy: Despite challenges, journalism remains a 

vital part of democratic societies. Journalists continue to hold power to account, 

investigate corruption, and provide public service by ensuring an informed 

citizenry. Press freedom is crucial, and many organizations continue to advocate 

for the protection of journalists worldwide. 

Key Milestones in the History of Journalism: 

❖ 1690: The first newspaper in America, Public Occurrences Both Foreign and 

Domestic, was published. 

❖ 1833: The launch of The New York Sun marked the rise of affordable, mass-

market newspapers in the U.S. 

❖ 1920s: The introduction of radio news broadcasts began. 

❖ 1950s-60s: Television journalism became a major source of news, with programs 

like CBS Evening News and NBC Nightly News. 

❖ 1970s: Investigative journalism reached new heights with the Watergate scandal. 

❖ 1990s: The rise of the Internet and online journalism, including the launch of 

major websites like CNN.com and BBC.com. 

❖ 2000s-2010s: The rise of social media and citizen journalism dramatically 

changed how news is consumed. 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

6 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

Conclusion: 

The history of journalism is a dynamic and evolving story of how news has been 

gathered, produced, and distributed across societies. From early oral traditions to the 

Internet era, journalism has continually adapted to technological changes and social 

demands. While traditional media continues to face challenges, digital platforms, social 

media, and citizen journalism are reshaping the landscape. Nonetheless, the core 

principles of journalism—truth, accuracy, fairness, and serving the public interest—

remain central to its role in society 

1. The origin of press 

The origin of the press dates back to ancient times when people sought ways to 

record and disseminate information. Before the invention of the printing press, 

handwritten manuscripts were the primary means of communication. However, this 

method was time-consuming and limited in its reach. The breakthrough came in the 

15th century with the invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg. 

Gutenberg's press revolutionized the way information was produced and 

distributed. Instead of relying on scribes to painstakingly copy texts by hand, the 

printing press allowed for the mass production of books, pamphlets, and 

newspapers. This innovation significantly reduced the time and cost involved in 

creating written materials, making them more accessible to a wider audience. 

One of the key components of Gutenberg's press was movable type, which 

enabled printers to arrange individual letters and characters to form words and 

sentences. This modular approach to printing made it easier to reproduce multiple 

copies of a document quickly and accurately. As a result, the printing press became 

instrumental in the spread of knowledge and ideas during the Renaissance and 

beyond. 

The primary purpose of the printing press was to facilitate the dissemination of 

information. In an era where literacy rates were low and books were scarce, printed 

materials provided a valuable resource for education, entertainment, and cultural 

exchange. Moreover, the printing press played a crucial role in the 

advancement of science, philosophy, and religion by making scholarly works more 

accessible to scholars and the general public alike. 
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Another significant aspect of the printing press was its role in the evolution of 

modern newspapers. Before the advent of newspapers, official announcements, 

news, and advertisements were disseminated through handwritten notices or oral 

communication. However, with the rise of printing technology, newspapers began to 

emerge as a new form of mass media. 

The first newspapers were typically single-page publications containing a mix of 

local news, advertisements, and editorial content. Over time, newspapers evolved 

into multi-page publications with a broader range of topics and a larger readership. 

They became an essential source of information for people from all walks of life, 

shaping public opinion and influencing political discourse. 

In addition to providing news and information, newspapers also served as a 

platform for public debate and discussion. Editorial columns and letters to the editor 

allowed readers to voice their opinions on various issues, fostering a sense of 

community and civic engagement. Moreover, newspapers played a vital role in 

holding governments and institutions accountable by exposing corruption, injustice, 

and abuse of power. 

In India, the printing press arrived with European traders and missionaries in 

the 16th century. The Portuguese were among the first to introduce printing 

technology to India, setting up presses in Goa and other coastal regions. However, it 

was the British who established the first English-language newspaper in India, 

Hickey's Bengal Gazette, in 1780. 

The growth of newspapers in India was closely intertwined with the country's 

colonial history. British authorities used newspapers as a means of propaganda and 

control, while Indian intellectuals and reformers utilized them to 

disseminate nationalist ideas and mobilize public opinion. The press played a 

significant role in India's struggle for independence, providing a platform for leaders 

like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru to articulate their vision for a free and 

democratic India. 

The origin of the press can be traced back to the invention of the printing press 

by Johannes Gutenberg. This revolutionary technology transformed the way 

information was produced, distributed, and consumed, paving the way for the 
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emergence of newspapers and modern mass media. The primary purpose of the 

press was to disseminate information, educate the public, and foster debate and 

discussion. In India, the growth of newspapers was shaped by colonialism and the 

struggle for independence, making them a vital tool for social and political change. 

 The press, as a system of mass communication, has evolved over centuries, 

shaped by technological advancements, political changes, and societal needs. The 

origin of the press can be traced back to early civilizations, but it truly took form with the 

invention of the printing press, which led to the rise of newspapers and the modern 

media industry. 

1. Early Forms of News Dissemination 

Before the advent of the printing press, news was communicated orally or through 

handwritten documents. Some of the earliest methods of spreading information 

included: 

a) Oral Communication (Ancient Civilizations) 

❖ In early societies, news was conveyed through town criers, messengers, and 

public gatherings. 

❖ Rulers and governments used official proclamations to spread information. 

❖ Traveling merchants, diplomats, and soldiers also played a role in disseminating 

news. 

b) Manuscripts and Newsletters (Ancient and Medieval Times) 

❖ The Romans circulated handwritten news sheets called "Acta Diurna" (Daily 

Acts) around 59 BCE, often displayed in public places. 

❖ In China, news was distributed through government-printed bulletins known as 

Dibao, dating back to the Tang Dynasty (7th century CE). 

❖ By the Middle Ages, handwritten newsletters were circulated among merchants 

and elites in Europe. 

2. The Printing Revolution – Gutenberg’s Press (15th Century) 

The invention of the movable-type printing press by Johannes Gutenberg in   the 

1440s revolutionized the spread of information. 

Impact of Gutenberg's Press: 

❖ Allowed for the mass production of books, pamphlets, and news materials. 
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❖ Made information cheaper and more accessible to the public. 

❖ Increased literacy rates and promoted the spread of new ideas (e.g., the 

Protestant Reformation). 

❖ Led to the birth of the first printed newspapers in Europe. 

3. The First Printed Newspapers (17th Century) 

The emergence of newspapers marked the beginning of the modern press industry. 

a) Early European Newspapers: 

❖ The first regularly printed newspaper was "Relation", published in Strasbourg, 

Germany in 1605 by Johann Carolus. 

❖ The Oxford Gazette (1665) in England, later renamed the London Gazette, was 

among the first English-language newspapers. 

❖ The Gazette de France (1631) was France’s first official newspaper. 

b) Newspapers in America: 

❖ The first newspaper in America, Public Occurrences Both Foreign and Domestic, 

was published in 1690 in Boston but was shut down after one issue. 

❖ The Boston News-Letter (1704) became the first successful American 

newspaper. 

4. The Expansion of the Press (18th - 19th Century) 

With growing literacy and political awareness, newspapers became a powerful 

tool for education, propaganda, and activism. 

a) The Role of the Press in Revolutions: 

❖ The American Revolution (1775-1783): Newspapers like The Pennsylvania 

Gazette played a crucial role in spreading revolutionary ideas. 

❖ The French Revolution (1789-1799): Political newspapers like L'Ami du Peuple, 

published by Jean-Paul Marat, fueled revolutionary sentiments. 

b) The Rise of the Penny Press (19th Century): 

❖ Newspapers became cheaper and targeted a wider audience. 

❖ In the U.S., The New York Sun (1833) by Benjamin Day sold for one penny, 

making news accessible to the masses. 

5. The Modern Press and Mass Media (20th - 21st Century) 

The 20th century saw the emergence of radio, television, and digital media, 
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transforming the press into a global industry. 

a) The Rise of Radio and Television: 

❖ Radio broadcasting (1920s) allowed real-time news updates. 

❖ Television news (1950s-60s) brought visual storytelling to journalism. 

b) The Digital Revolution (21st Century): 

❖ The internet and social media changed the way news is consumed. 

❖ Online news platforms, blogs, and citizen journalism redefined the press 

landscape. 

Conclusion 

The origin of the press is deeply rooted in human history, from ancient 

manuscripts to digital media. The invention of the printing press was a turning point, 

leading to the birth of newspapers, the rise of mass communication, and the modern 

media industry. Today, the press continues to evolve, playing a crucial role in 

democracy, education, and global connectivity. 

2. The invention of the printing press 

The invention of the printing press is a pivotal moment in human history. Before 

the printing press, books and documents were copied by hand, a slow and laborious 

process. This meant that books were scarce and expensive, accessible only to a 

privileged few. However, everything changed with the advent of the printing press in 

the 15th century, credited to Johannes Gutenberg. 

Gutenberg's printing press revolutionized the way information was produced and 

distributed. Instead of relying on scribes to painstakingly copy texts by hand, the 

printing press allowed for the mass production of books, pamphlets, and other written 

materials. This innovation drastically reduced the time and cost involved in creating 

printed materials, making them more widely available to people from all walks of life. 

At the heart of Gutenberg's printing press is movable type, a system where 

individual letters and characters can be arranged and rearranged to form words 

and sentences. This modular approach to printing made it possible to produce 

multiple copies of a document quickly and accurately. It was a game-changer, as it 

enabled printers to create books and other printed materials in large quantities, 

meeting the growing demand for written information. 
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The purpose of Gutenberg's printing press was to make information more 

accessible to a wider audience. Before the printing press, books were rare and 

expensive, limiting access to knowledge and education. With the advent of the 

printing press, books became more affordable and abundant, allowing people to 

learn, explore, and exchange ideas like never before. This democratization of 

information was a transformative force, empowering individuals and fueling the 

spread of knowledge and ideas. 

One of the key advantages of the printing press was its ability to produce 

identical copies of a document with precision and speed. This made printed 

materials more consistent and reliable compared to handwritten manuscripts, which 

were prone to errors and variations. As a result, the printing press became 

instrumental in the standardization of language, spelling, and grammar, laying the 

foundation for modern communication and literacy. 

The impact of the printing press was felt far beyond the world of literature and 

academia. It played a crucial role in the spread of religious texts, scientific 

discoveries, and political ideas. The printing press facilitated the dissemination of 

religious texts such as the Bible, making them more accessible to believers and 

scholars alike. It also enabled scientists to share their findings and theories with a 

broader audience, driving the advancement of knowledge and understanding. 

In addition to its role in spreading information, the printing press also had 

profound social and economic implications. The mass production of books and other 

printed materials created new opportunities for writers, printers, and 

publishers. It stimulated the growth of industries such as publishing, bookselling, and 

literacy education. Moreover, the printing press contributed to the rise of literacy 

rates and the development of a literate society, empowering individuals with the 

ability to read, write, and engage with the world around them. 

The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg was a 

transformative moment in human history. It revolutionized the way information was 

produced, distributed, and consumed, democratizing access to knowledge and 

education. The printing press paved the way for the spread of ideas, the 

advancement of learning, and the growth of literacy. Its impact continues to be felt 
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today, shaping the way we communicate, learn, and interact with the world. 

2. The Gutenberg Press 

The Gutenberg Press, made by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century, is a 

big step in how humans talk. It changes newspapers a lot. Before this, books and 

papers are copied by hand, which takes a lot of time and work. This means not many 

books are around, and they cost a lot, so only some people can get them. The 

Gutenberg Press makes a big change by bringing in a way to print things using 

machines. The most important part of the Gutenberg Press is movable type. This 

means instead of putting whole pages onto blocks, Gutenberg makes small metal 

letters and marks that can be moved around to make words and sentences. This 

makes it easier to print things. With movable type, the Gutenberg Press makes a big 

change in printing. Printers can now move the letters around fast, so they can make 

lots of copies of a paper quickly. This makes it much faster and cheaper to print 

things. 

The Gutenberg Press makes a big difference in how newspapers grow. Before 

this, there aren't many ways to share news. The press changes this by making it 

easy to print lots of newspapers, so more people can read them. The 

a paper quickly. This makes it much faster and cheaper to print things. The 

Gutenberg Press makes a big difference in how newspapers grow. Before this, there 

aren't many ways to share news. The press changes this by making it easy to print 

lots of newspapers. So more people can read them. The main reason for the 

Gutenberg Press is to let more people get information. Before this, only rich people 

can buy books and papers. But now, with the press, books and papers cost less. So 

more people can get them. 

The press also helps more people learn how to read. When books and papers 

are easier to get, more people can learn from them. This makes more people able to 

read and learn, which is good for everyone. Also, newspapers today are very 

important because of the Gutenberg Press. They can tell lots of people about news 

and ideas. And this can change what people think about things. The press helps 

more people get involved in how their society works. So, the Gutenberg Press is a 

big change in how we make and share information. It makes a big difference in 
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newspapers. With the press, more people can get information, more people can 

learn to read, and newspapers can change what people think about things. The 

Gutenberg Press is still important today because it changes how we talk and learn. 

Movable Type: The Key Innovation 

The Gutenberg Press is all about movable type. This is a big change in how 

printing works. Instead of carving whole pages onto blocks, Gutenberg makes small 

metal letters and marks. These can be moved around to make words and sentences. 

It's like putting together a puzzle. This new way makes printing easier. Printers can 

now move the letters around fast. So they can make lots of copies of a paper quickly. 

It's like building with Lego blocks. You can change the pieces to make different things. 

Before movable type, printing is slow and hard. Each page has to be carved onto 

a big block. But with movable type, you only need to carve each letter once. Then you 

can use them over and over again. It saves a lot of time and work. This new way also 

means you can print different things without making new blocks. You just need to 

rearrange the letters. It's like playing with building blocks. You can make different 

things by moving them around. 

The purpose of movable type is to make printing faster and easier. Before this, 

printing is slow and expensive. But with movable type, more books and papers can 

be printed. This means more people can get them. The movable type also helps 

more people learn to read. When books and papers are easier to get, more people 

can learn from them. This is good for everyone. It means more people can read and 

learn new things. Today, movable type is still important. It's the basis of how we print 

things. Without movable type, printing would be slow and hard. It's like the engine in 

a car. Without it, the car can't move. 

In summary, movable type is a big change in printing. It makes printing faster 

and easier. With movable type, more books and papers can be printed. This helps 

more people learn to read and learn new things. Movable type is still important today 

because it's the basis of printing. Without it, printing would be slow and hard. 

Streamlining Production 

Gutenberg makes printing much easier with movable type. This changes how 

printing works. Printers can now move the letters around fast. So they can make lots 
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of copies of a paper quickly. It's like having a magic wand that makes copies of 

things. 

Before movable type, printing is slow and hard. Each page has to be carved onto 

a big block. But with movable type, you only need to carve each letter once. Then you 

can use them over and over again. It saves a lot of time and work. 

This new way also means you can print different things without making new 

blocks. You just need to rearrange the letters. It's like playing with building blocks. 

You can make different things by moving them around. 

The purpose of streamlining production is to make printing faster and cheaper. 

Before this, printing takes a long time and costs a lot of money. But with movable type, 

more books and papers can be printed. This means more people can get them. 

Printing lots of copies of a paper is now quick and easy. Printers can arrange and 

rearrange the letters fast. It's like putting together a puzzle. Once you have all the 

pieces, you can make lots of copies in no time. 

This new way also means printers can make changes easily. If there's a 

mistake, they can fix it without starting over. It's like erasing a mistake with a pencil. 

You can just rub it out and start again. 

Streamlining production also means printers can make more copies at once. 

Before movable type, printers can only make one copy at a time. But with movable 

type, they can make many copies at once. It's like making cookies. Instead of making 

one cookie at a time, you can make a whole tray full. 

In summary, streamlining production makes printing faster and cheaper. With 

movable type, printers can make lots of copies of a paper quickly and easily. This 

helps more people get books and papers. It's like having a magic wand that makes 

copies of things. Streamlining production is still important today because it makes 

printing quick and easy. 

The Impact on Modern Newspapers 

The Gutenberg Press is very important for modern newspapers. It changes how 

newspapers work. Before this, sharing news is hard. People write things by hand or 

tell others about them. But the press changes this by making it easy to print lots of 

newspapers. This means more people can read them. 
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The purpose of the press is to let more people get news. Before this, only a few 

people can write and share news. But with the press, it's easier to print newspapers. 

This means more people can read about what's happening. 

The press also changes how news is shared. Before this, news spreads slowly. 

But with the press, news can be printed and shared quickly. This means more 

people can know what's happening around them. 

The press also makes newspapers cheaper. Before this, printing is expensive. 

But with the press, it's cheaper to print newspapers. This means more people can 

afford to buy them. 

Modern newspapers are very important because of the press. They can tell lots 

of people about news and ideas. And this can change what people think about things. 

The press helps more people get involved in how their society works. 

In summary, the Gutenberg Press is very important for modern newspapers. It 

changes how news is shared and makes it easier for more people to read 

newspapers. This helps more people know about what's happening and get involved 

in their society. The press is still important today because it helps share news quickly 

and easily. 

Democratizing Access to Information 

The Gutenberg Press wants everyone to have information. Before this, only rich 

people can buy books and papers. But with the press, books and papers cost less. 

This means more people can get them. 

The purpose of the press is to let more people get information. Before this, only 

a few people can read and learn. But with the press, it's easier to print books and 

papers. This means more people can learn from them. 

The press also changes who can read. Before this, only rich people can read. 

But with the press, more people can learn to read. This is good for everyone. It 

means more people can read and learn new things. 

With the press, information is not just for the rich. It's for everyone. This means 

more people can know about what's happening in the world. And this can help 

everyone make better choices. 

In summary, the Gutenberg Press wants everyone to have information. It 
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makes books and papers cheaper so more people can get them. This helps more 

people learn new things and know about what's happening. The press is still 

important today because it helps share information with everyone. 

Fostering Literacy and Education 

The Gutenberg Press helps more people learn to read and learn new things. 

Before this, not many people can read. But with the press, more books and papers 

can be printed. This means more people can read them. 

The purpose of the press is to help more people learn. Before this, only a few 

people can read and learn new things. But with the press, it's easier to print books 

and papers. This means more people can learn from them. 

The press also changes who can learn. Before this, only rich people can go to 

school. But with the press, more people can learn at home. This is good for 

everyone. It means more people can learn new things and know about what's 

happening in the world. 

With the press, learning is not just for the rich. It's for everyone. This means 

more people can know about what's happening in the world. And this can help 

everyone make better choices. 

In summary, the Gutenberg Press helps more people learn to read and learn 

new things. It makes books and papers easier to get so more people can learn from 

them. This helps more people know about what's happening and make better 

choices. The press is still important today because it helps share knowledge with 

everyone. 

Shaping Public Opinion 

The Gutenberg Press changes how people think. Before this, only a few people can 

share their ideas. But with the press, more people can read about them in 

newspapers. 

The purpose of newspapers is to tell people about news and ideas. Before this, only 

a few people can know about what's happening. But with the press, it's easier to print 

newspapers. This means more people can know about what's happening in the 

world. 

The press also changes what people think. Before this, only a few people can 
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share their opinions. But with the press, more people can read about them. This 

means more people can think about different ideas and make their own choices. 

With the press, everyone can share their ideas. It's like having a big meeting 

where everyone can talk. This means more people can get involved in how their 

society works. 

In summary, the Gutenberg Press changes how people think. It makes it 

easier for more people to share their ideas and read about different opinions. This 

helps more people get involved in how their society works. The press is still 

important today because it helps share ideas with everyone 

3. The Evolution of Modern Newspapers: The Role of Printing 

The journey of modern newspapers is tightly connected with how printing has 

changed over time. Starting from simple handwritten newsletters, the story 

progresses through the invention of the printing press and beyond. Printing has been 

a crucial part of how news is made, shared, and read. This exploration aims to 

uncover the importance of printing in shaping modern newspapers. Printing 

technology has transformed the landscape of news dissemination. In the early days, 

handwritten newsletters were painstakingly crafted and distributed. This limited both 

the speed and reach of news delivery. However, with the invention of the printing 

press in the 15th century, everything changed. Suddenly, newspapers could be 

mass-produced, making information accessible to a wider audience. This marked a 

significant milestone in the evolution of newspapers, democratizing access to 

information and shaping public discourse. 

As printing technology continued to advance, so did the capabilities of 

newspapers. The introduction of typesetting, lithography, and offset printing 

techniques enabled newspapers to become more visually appealing and informative. 

This led to the rise of illustrations, photographs, and eventually color printing, 

enhancing the overall reader experience. Moreover, printing facilitated the rise of 

newspapers as businesses. Advertising became a crucial source of 

revenue, allowing newspapers to lower their prices and reach even more 

readers. This symbiotic relationship between printing and business laid the foundation 

for the modern newspaper industry as we know it today. 
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In addition to its impact on production and distribution, printing also 

revolutionized the content of newspapers. With the ability to print more copies at a 

faster rate, newspapers began to cover a wider range of topics and provide more in-

depth analysis. This expansion of content catered to the diverse interests of readers 

and helped newspapers establish themselves as reliable sources of information. 

Further more, printing technology enabled newspapers to adapt to changing societal 

needs and preferences. The emergence of digital printing in the late 20th century, 

followed by the rise of online news platforms in the 21st century, ushered in a new 

era of newspaper evolution. With the internet, newspapers could reach global 

audiences instantaneously, breaking down geographical barriers and transforming 

the way news is consumed. 

Overall, printing technology has been instrumental in the evolution of modern 

newspapers. From handwritten newsletters to digital platforms, printing has shaped 

the production, distribution, and consumption of news. This exploration aims to shed 

light on the pivotal role that printing has played in shaping the vibrant and dynamic 

landscape of modern newspapers. 

Role of Printing in the Evolution of Modern Newspapers 

The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg (1440s) played a 

crucial role in the development of modern newspapers. It enabled the mass 

production of printed material, leading to faster information dissemination, increased 

literacy, and the rise of journalism as a profession. 

1. Early Printing and the Birth of Newspapers 

a) Printing Press and the Spread of Information 

❖ Before the printing press, books and documents were copied by hand, 

making them expensive and time-consuming to produce. 

❖ The press allowed for faster, cheaper, and wider circulation of news, 

leading to the emergence of periodicals and pamphlets in the 16th and 

17th centuries. 

b) First Printed Newsletters (16th Century) 

❖ The first printed news sheets, called "Corantos", appeared in the early 

1600s in the Netherlands. 
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❖ These were single-page reports of political and economic news, printed 

periodically and distributed to merchants and traders. 

2. The First Newspapers (17th Century) 

With advancements in printing technology, the first modern newspapers 

emerged: 

a) Early Printed Newspapers 

❖ Relation aller Fürnemmen und gedenckwürdigen Historien (1605, 

Germany) – Considered the world’s first newspaper. 

❖ The Weekly News (1622, England) – One of the first regular news 

periodicals in English. 

❖ La Gazette (1631, France) – Established by Cardinal Richelieu, it 

became an influential state-controlled newspaper. 

b) Printing and the Growth of Journalism 

❖ Improved printing techniques allowed for regular publications with 

standardized formats. 

❖ By the late 17th century, newspapers in Europe covered political affairs, 

trade, and international news, appealing to a broader audience. 

3. Industrial Revolution and Newspaper Expansion (19th Century) 

a) Steam-Powered Printing Press (1810s) 

❖ The steam-powered press, invented by Friedrich Koenig, increased 

printing speed from 200 pages per hour (manual press) to 1,000 pages 

per hour. 

❖ Newspapers became cheaper, allowing the working class to access 

news. 

b) Rise of Mass-Circulation Newspapers 

❖ In the United States, newspapers like The New York Sun (1833) and 

The Times (London) became affordable and widely circulated. 

❖ The "Penny Press" revolutionized journalism by making newspapers 

affordable to common people. 

4. Printing Innovations and Modern Newspapers (20th–21st Century) 

a) Offset Printing and Linotype Machines (Late 19th–Early 20th Century) 
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❖ The Linotype machine (1886) allowed faster typesetting, enabling the 

daily publication of large newspapers. 

❖ Offset printing (1904) made color printing possible, enhancing 

newspaper visuals. 

b) Digital Printing and Online Newspapers (21st Century) 

❖ Digital printing and the internet have led to the rise of online journalism, 

with newspapers like The New York Times and The Guardian 

transitioning to digital editions. 

❖ Printing still plays a role in physical newspapers, but its dominance has 

declined due to internet-based news sources. 

5. Conclusion 

The printing press laid the foundation for modern newspapers by enabling 

mass production, affordability, and widespread access to information. Over 

centuries, technological advancements in printing have shaped the newspaper 

industry, leading to faster news delivery, visual improvements, and digital 

transformation in the modern era. 

Early Forms of News Distribution 

Before printing technology became widespread, sharing news was quite 

different. Instead of using machines to produce newspapers, people relied on 

handwritten newsletters. These newsletters, often created by scribes or monks, were 

known as "manuscript newsletters." While they may seem outdated now, they were 

the primary means of news dissemination in earlier times. 

Manuscript newsletters were produced manually, which made the process 

labor-intensive. Scribes painstakingly wrote out the news by hand, often copying 

information from other sources. Monks in scriptoriums, secluded writing rooms within 

monasteries, also contributed to the creation of these newsletters. Their efforts 

ensured that important news could be shared with a wider audience, albeit limited by 

the constraints of manual production. 

Despite their limitations, manuscript newsletters served a crucial purpose in 

their time. They fulfilled the need for timely information exchange, allowing people to 

stay informed about local and international events. Without the ability to print 
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newspapers, handwritten newsletters were the main source of news for 

communities, albeit restricted to those who could access or afford them. 

Moreover, manuscript newsletters laid the groundwork for the eventual 

development of printed newspapers. While handwritten copies were limited in 

quantity and distribution, they demonstrated the demand for news and the 

importance of timely dissemination. As society progressed and printing technology 

advanced, these early forms of news distribution paved the way for the mass 

production of newspapers. 

The transition from handwritten newsletters to printed newspapers marked a 

significant turning point in the history of news dissemination. With the invention of the 

printing press in the 15th century by Johannes Gutenberg, mass production of 

printed materials became possible. This revolutionized the way news was produced, 

distributed, and consumed, ushering in a new era of information dissemination. 

The printing press enabled newspapers to reach a much larger audience than 

ever before. With the ability to produce multiple copies quickly and efficiently, 

newspapers could be distributed widely across regions and even countries.  

This increased accessibility democratized information, allowing people from diverse 

backgrounds to access news and stay informed about current events. 

Furthermore, printing technology facilitated the standardization of news formats 

and content. Newspapers adopted a consistent layout, making it easier for readers to 

navigate and find information. Additionally, the use of printed illustrations and 

photographs enhanced the visual appeal of newspapers, captivating readers and 

enriching their reading experience. 

As printing technology continued to evolve, so did the newspaper industry. The 

introduction of new printing techniques such as typesetting, lithography, and offset 

printing further improved the quality and efficiency of newspaper production. These 

advancements allowed newspapers to incorporate more diverse content and cater to 

the evolving interests of readers. 

The Advent of the Printing Press 

When Johannes Gutenberg created the printing press in the 15th century, it 

changed everything for newspapers. With this machine, printing became easier and 
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faster. Newspapers could be made in bigger numbers and cost less. This meant that 

more newspapers could be made and more people could read them. 

Before the printing press, making newspapers was slow and expensive. Each 

page had to be written out by hand, which took a lot of time and effort. With the 

printing press, pages could be printed quickly and in large quantities. This made 

newspapers cheaper to produce and buy. 

The printing press made it possible for newspapers to reach more people than 

ever before. With more newspapers available, more people could read them. This 

helped to spread news and information to a wider audience. It also meant 

that people from different places could learn about what was happening in the world. 

Not only did the printing press make newspapers more accessible, but it also 

changed the way they looked. Before, newspapers were mostly text with few 

pictures. With the printing press, newspapers could include more illustrations and 

images. This made them more interesting and appealing to readers. 

The printing press also played a big role in spreading ideas and information. 

With more newspapers being made, it was easier for people to share their thoughts 

and opinions. This helped to spark discussions and debates about important issues. 

Overall, the printing press revolutionized the newspaper industry. It made 

newspapers cheaper, more accessible, and more visually appealing. It also helped to 

spread ideas and information to a wider audience. Without the printing press, 

newspapers as we know them today would not exist. 

 

Mass Production and Accessibility 

The main aim of printing in the growth of modern newspapers is to make news 

and information easier to get. Before the printing press, newspapers were rare and 

costly. Only rich people could buy them. But when printing came along, newspapers 

got cheaper and easier to find. More people could buy them and read them. 

Printing made it possible to produce lots of newspapers quickly and at a lower 

cost. This meant that newspapers were no longer just for the rich. People from 

different backgrounds could afford to buy newspapers. As a result, more people had 

access to news and information. 
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Before printing, newspapers were limited in number. They were often 

handwritten and took a long time to make. This made them expensive to produce and 

buy. But with printing, newspapers could be made in large quantities and sold at a 

lower price. This made them more accessible to everyone. 

Accessibility to newspapers was not just about affordability but also about 

availability. With printing, newspapers could be produced in larger numbers and 

distributed more widely. They could reach more places and more people. This meant 

that even people living in remote areas could get their hands on newspapers. 

Moreover, printing allowed newspapers to cover a wider range of topics and 

interests. Before printing, newspapers were limited in size and content. But with the 

ability to produce more copies, newspapers could include more news and information. 

They could cover local, national, and international events, as well as topics like 

politics, sports, and entertainment. 

Accessibility to newspapers also played a crucial role in empowering people. 

With access to news and information, individuals could stay informed about what 

was happening in the world. They could make better decisions and participate more 

actively in society. This helped to promote literacy and civic engagement among the 

population. 

Furthermore, printing made it easier for newspapers to be shared and 

circulated. People could buy newspapers and pass them on to others. This helped to 

spread news and information even further. It also fostered a sense of community as 

people shared and discussed the contents of newspapers with each other. 

In conclusion, mass production and accessibility are key factors in the 

evolution of modern newspapers. Printing technology has made it possible for 

newspapers to reach a larger audience and be more widely available. This has 

democratized access to news and information, empowering individuals and fostering 

a more informed and engaged society. 

Standardization and Consistency 

Printing technology helps newspapers to be the same and easy to understand. 

Before the printing press, handwritten newsletters were different. They varied in how 

good they were and what they talked about. It depended on how good the person 
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writing them was. But with printing, newspapers are made in a way that they all look 

similar. This makes them easy to read and understand for everyone. 

Handwritten newsletters were often made by different people, so they didn't 

always look the same. Some might have had better writing or drawings than others. 

But with printing, newspapers look the same because they're made by machines. 

This means that readers know what to expect when they pick up a newspaper. 

Standardization and consistency also mean that newspapers follow a set 

format. Before printing, newsletters could be any size and shape. But with printing, 

newspapers are made to be a certain size and layout. This makes them easy to 

handle and read. Readers know where to find different sections, like news, sports, and 

ads. 

Moreover, printing helps newspapers to have the same content. Before printing, 

handwritten newsletters might have had different information in them. But with 

printing, newspapers can include the same news stories and articles. This means that 

readers get the same information no matter which newspaper they read. 

Standardization and consistency also make it easier for advertisers. Before 

printing, ads in newsletters might have looked different. But with printing, ads can be 

made to look the same in every newspaper. This makes it easier for advertisers to 

reach their target audience. 

Overall, standardization and consistency make newspapers easier to read and 

understand. They ensure that newspapers have the same look and content, no matter 

where they are printed. This helps readers know what to expect and makes 

newspapers more reliable sources of information.. 

Expansion of Coverage 

Printing technology helps newspapers to talk about more things and reach 

more people. Before printing, newspapers could only cover a few topics because 

they were hard to make. But with printing, newspapers can talk about many different 

things and events. This means that newspapers can interest more people by talking 

about things that they like. 

Before printing, newspapers were made one at a time by hand. This made it 

hard to cover a lot of topics because it took a long time to make each newspaper. But 
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with printing, newspapers can be made quickly and in large numbers. This means 

that newspapers can talk about many different things and events, like news, sports, 

and entertainment. 

Moreover, printing makes it easier for newspapers to reach more people. 

Before printing, newspapers were limited in how many copies could be made. But 

with printing, newspapers can make lots of copies and distribute them to different 

places. This means that more people can read newspapers and learn about what's 

happening in the world. 

Expansion of coverage also means that newspapers can talk about more local, 

national, and international events. Before printing, newspapers could only cover 

events that were close by. But with printing, newspapers can talk about events from 

different places. This means that readers can learn about what's happening around 

the world, not just in their own area. 

Furthermore, printing helps newspapers to cater to the diverse interests of their 

readers. Before printing, newspapers could only cover topics that were popular with 

a small group of people. But with printing, newspapers can cover a wide range of 

topics and interests. This means that more people can find something interesting to 

read in newspapers. 

Expansion of coverage also means that newspapers can include more pictures 

and illustrations. Before printing, newspapers could only include a few pictures 

because they were hard to make. But with printing, newspapers can include lots of 

pictures and illustrations. This makes newspapers more visually appealing and 

interesting to readers. 

Overall, expansion of coverage helps newspapers to reach more people and 

talk about more things. It makes newspapers more interesting and appealing to 

readers. This helps newspapers to be important sources of information and 

entertainment for people everywhere. 

Fostering Public Discourse 

Printing technology helps people to talk about important things and get involved 

in their community. Newspapers give people a place to share their ideas and 

opinions. This makes newspapers powerful tools for shaping what people think and 
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talk about. It also helps people get involved in politics and other important issues. 

Before printing, it was hard for people to share their ideas with others. But with 

printing, newspapers can print lots of copies and distribute them widely. This means 

that more people can read newspapers and hear different viewpoints. It also means 

that people can learn about important issues and discuss them with others. 

Moreover, newspapers give people a way to talk about what's happening in 

their community and the world. Before printing, it was hard for people to know what 

was going on outside of their own area. But with printing, newspapers can cover 

events from different places. This means that people can learn about what's 

happening around the world and how it might affect them. 

Fostering public discourse also means that newspapers can talk about different 

viewpoints and perspectives. Before printing, newspapers could only cover one side 

of a story. But with printing, newspapers can include different opinions and 

perspectives. This helps people to see different sides of an issue and make up their 

own minds. 

Furthermore, newspapers give people a way to get involved in politics and 

other important issues. Before printing, it was hard for people to know what was 

going on in government. But with printing, newspapers can cover political events and 

decisions. This means that people can learn about what their government is doing 

and how it might affect them. 

Fostering public discourse also means that newspapers can hold government 

officials accountable. Before printing, it was hard for people to know if their 

government was doing a good job. But with printing, newspapers can investigate and 

report on government actions. This helps to keep government officials honest and 

transparent. 

Overall, fostering public discourse helps people to get involved in their 

community and the world. It gives people a way to share their ideas and opinions with 

others. It also helps people to learn about important issues and make informed 

decisions. This makes newspapers important tools for democracy and civic 

engagement. 

The Rise of Journalism 
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Printing technology helps make journalism more professional. With printing 

presses, newspapers can hire trained journalists to gather and report news. This 

makes sure that the news is accurate and trustworthy. It marks the start of modern 

journalism, which follows ethical standards and principles that still guide the 

profession today. 

Printing has been really important in making newspapers what they are today. 

From handwritten newsletters to printing presses, printing has changed how news is 

made, shared, and read. Through making lots of copies, making news easier to get, 

making newspapers look the same, and talking about more things, printing has made 

newspapers essential for knowing what's happening and talking about important 

issues. 

The rise of journalism means that newspapers are more than just sources of 

news. They're places where trained journalists work to gather and report news 

accurately. Before printing, news could be unreliable because it was written by 

different people with different skills. But with printing, newspapers can hire journalists 

who are trained to report news in a fair and accurate way. 

Having trained journalists helps to make sure that the news is reliable. They 

follow ethical standards and principles to make sure that they report news accurately 

and fairly. This means that people can trust what they read in 

newspapers, knowing that it's been checked and verified by professional journalists. 

The rise of journalism also means that newspapers play an important role in 

society. They inform people about what's happening in their community and the 

world. They help people to understand complex issues and make informed 

decisions. They also provide a platform for people to share their ideas and opinions, 

fostering public discourse and civic engagement. 

Moreover, journalism holds those in power accountable. Journalists investigate 

and report on government actions, corporate wrongdoing, and other important 

issues. This helps to keep those in power honest and transparent, ensuring that they 

serve the public interest. 

The rise of journalism is a reminder of the importance of a free and 

independent press. It's essential for democracy and civic engagement. Without 
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journalism, people wouldn't know what's happening in their community and the world. 

They wouldn't be able to make informed decisions or hold those in power 

accountable. 

In conclusion, the rise of journalism is closely linked to the development of 

printing technology. With printing presses, newspapers can employ trained 

journalists to gather and report news accurately. This marks the beginning of modern 

journalism, which follows ethical standards and principles that still guide the 

profession today. 

5 The Growth of Newspapers in India: A Historical Perspective 

The story of newspapers in India is like a colorful tapestry, woven with threads 

of history, culture, and social change. From the early days of British colonization to 

the bustling digital landscape of today, newspapers have been a 

vital part of India's societal fabric. This exploration aims to uncover the factors behind 

the growth of newspapers in India and their lasting influence on the nation. 

During the colonial period, newspapers emerged as a tool for the British East 

India Company to disseminate information and control public opinion. The first 

newspaper in India, the Bengal Gazette, was published in 1780 by James Augustus 

Hicky. It served as a mouthpiece for the British administration, propagating their 

policies and views. However, as Indian intellectuals began to challenge colonial rule, 

newspapers became platforms for dissent and nationalist discourse. 

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a surge in newspaper 

publications, fueled by the growing nationalist movement and advancements in 

printing technology. Visionary leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Dadabhai Naoroji, 

and Gopal Krishna Gokhale utilized newspapers as vehicles for spreading nationalist 

ideologies and mobilizing public support for independence. Publications such as 

Kesari, The Hindu, and Amrita Bazar Patrika became powerful voices advocating for 

India's freedom from British rule. 

Post-independence, newspapers played a crucial role in nation-building and 

shaping public opinion in the newly formed democratic republic. The proliferation of 

regional newspapers contributed to linguistic and cultural diversity, catering to the 

unique needs and interests of various communities across India. These newspapers 
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became important mediums for promoting regional languages, literature, and cultural 

heritage. 

The liberalization of the Indian economy in the 1990s brought about significant 

changes in the media landscape. The advent of satellite television and the internet 

revolutionized the way news was disseminated and consumed. Despite the rise of 

electronic media, newspapers maintained their relevance by 

During this time, the British East India Company wielded significant influence 

over the socio-political landscape of India. The establishment of Hickey's Bengal 

Gazette served as a means for the colonial administration to communicate official 

announcements, disseminate news, and publish advertisements primarily aimed at 

the British expatriate community residing in India. The newspaper functioned as a 

mouthpiece for the colonial government, promoting its policies, agendas, and 

viewpoints. 

Hickey's Bengal Gazette played a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

disseminating information among the British residents in India. It provided a platform 

for the colonial administration to convey its directives, regulations, and updates on 

matters concerning governance, trade, and commerce. Additionally, the newspaper 

served as a medium for the British expatriates to stay informed about events in India 

and abroad, fostering a sense of community and connection among them. 

Furthermore, Hickey's Bengal Gazette facilitated the exchange of ideas and 

perspectives within the British community, serving as a forum for discussions on 

various topics of interest. It served as a source of entertainment, with sections 

dedicated to literature, poetry, and cultural events. Moreover, the newspaper played 

a role in promoting British culture and values among the colonial population, 

reinforcing the sense of British identity and superiority. 

However, it is essential to recognize that during the colonial period, access to 

newspapers was limited primarily to the British expatriate community and the elite 

Indian classes who were literate in English. The majority of the Indian population, 

especially those belonging to rural areas and lower socio-economic strata, had 

limited access to newspapers due to factors such as illiteracy, language barriers, and 

economic constraints. 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

30 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

Despite these limitations, the emergence of newspapers during the colonial era 

laid the foundation for the growth of print media in India. It introduced the concept of 

journalism and paved the way for the development of a vibrant and diverse press in 

the years to come. The colonial beginnings of newspapers in India marked the 

beginning of a journey towards greater democratization of information and the 

emergence of newspapers as powerful agents of social change and political activism 

in the country.. 

Emergence of Vernacular Press 

During the colonial period, the emergence of the vernacular press marked a 

significant development in India's media landscape. The term "vernacular" refers to 

newspapers published in languages other than English, such as Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, 

Telugu, and Marathi, among others. The growth of the vernacular press played a 

crucial role in promoting linguistic and cultural diversity, empowering local 

communities, and challenging colonial hegemony. 

The British colonial administration initially focused on promoting English- 

language newspapers to serve the interests of the British expatriate community and 

facilitate communication within the colonial bureaucracy. However, as nationalist 

sentiments began to grow and demands for self-governance intensified, there was a 

growing recognition of the need to engage with the Indian population in their native 

languages. 

The emergence of the vernacular press can be attributed to several factors. 

Firstly, the spread of education, particularly the establishment of vernacular schools 

and the promotion of indigenous languages, facilitated an increase in literacy rates 

among the Indian population. As more people became literate in their native 

languages, there was a growing demand for newspapers and publications in regional 

languages. 

Secondly, the nationalist movement played a pivotal role in promoting the 

vernacular press as a tool for disseminating nationalist ideologies and mobilizing 

public support for independence. Visionary leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak, 

Bipin Chandra Pal, and Lala Lajpat Rai recognized the importance of the vernacular 

press in reaching the masses and galvanizing popular sentiment against colonial 
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rule. 

Thirdly, advancements in printing technology, particularly the introduction of the 

steam-powered printing press, made it easier and more cost-effective to publish 

newspapers in regional languages. This led to a proliferation of vernacular newspapers 

across different regions of India, catering to the linguistic and cultural diversity of the 

country. 

The purpose of the vernacular press was multifaceted. On one hand, it served as 

a means of promoting linguistic and cultural identity, fostering pride in indigenous 

languages and traditions, and preserving local customs and heritage. By providing a 

platform for writers, poets, and intellectuals to express themselves in their native 

languages, the vernacular press played a vital role in nurturing regional literature and 

intellectual discourse. 

On the other hand, the vernacular press also served as a vehicle for 

disseminating nationalist ideologies and mobilizing public opinion against colonial 

rule. Newspapers such as Kesari in Marathi, Jugantar in Bengali, and 

Swadesamitran in Tamil became powerful voices advocating for India's freedom from 

British domination. They exposed the injustices of colonial rule, highlighted the plight 

of the Indian masses, and galvanized popular support for the nationalist cause. 

Moreover, the vernacular press played a crucial role in promoting social reform 

and addressing pressing issues such as caste discrimination, women's 

rights, and economic inequality. Newspapers like Samaj in Bengali and Sudharak in 

Marathi championed social justice and equality, challenging traditional hierarchies 

and advocating for progressive change. 

Role in the Freedom Struggle 

Newspapers played a big part in India's fight for independence. They started 

growing just when the independence movement was getting stronger in the late 

1800s and early 1900s. Newspapers became important tools for getting people's 

support, spreading nationalist ideas, and standing up against the British rulers. 

Leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, and Subramania Bharati 

used newspapers to share their dreams for a free India. 

The purpose of newspapers in the freedom struggle was to inform, inspire, and 
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unite the Indian people against colonial rule. They provided a platform for nationalist 

leaders to voice their opinions, share their plans, and rally support for the cause of 

independence. Through newspapers, these leaders were able to reach a wide 

audience and mobilize public opinion in favor of freedom. 

Newspapers played a crucial role in shaping public opinion and mobilizing 

mass movements against colonial oppression. They exposed the injustices of British 

rule, highlighted the suffering of the Indian people, and called for resistance through 

non-violent means like boycotts, strikes, and civil disobedience. Newspapers like 

The Hindustan Times, The Tribune, and Amrita Bazar Patrika became powerful 

vehicles for spreading nationalist ideas and challenging the legitimacy of British rule. 

One of the key strategies employed by newspapers in the freedom struggle 

was the use of language as a tool of resistance. Vernacular newspapers played a 

particularly significant role in reaching the masses and mobilizing support for the 

independence movement. Leaders like Tilak, Bharati, and Bankim Chandra 

Chattopadhyay used newspapers in regional languages to communicate with people 

from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds, fostering a sense of unity and 

solidarity among Indians across the country. 

Moreover, newspapers served as a means of countering colonial propaganda 

and misinformation. They provided alternative narratives, exposed the truth behind 

British policies, and debunked myths perpetuated by the colonial authorities. 

Through investigative journalism and fearless reporting, newspapers played a vital 

role in holding the British administration accountable and exposing the realities of 

colonial exploitation and oppression. 

Additionally, newspapers played a crucial role in organizing and coordinating 

the activities of the independence movement. They served as platforms for planning 

protests, organizing rallies, and disseminating information about the strategies and 

tactics of the freedom fighters. Newspapers also provided a forum for debating ideas, 

discussing strategies, and resolving internal conflicts within the nationalist 

movement. 

Furthermore, newspapers played a significant role in shaping the collective 

consciousness of the Indian people and fostering a sense of national identity and 
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pride. They celebrated India's rich cultural heritage, promoted indigenous values and 

traditions, and articulated a vision for a free and independent India based on 

principles of democracy, equality, and social justice. 

Contribution to Social Reform 

Newspapers in India did a lot to promote social change and talk about 

important social issues. Papers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy's "Sambad Kaumudi" and 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar's "Sambad Prabhakar" were key in this. They pushed for 

reforms like giving women more rights, better education for everyone, 

and stopping harmful practices like sati and child marriage. These newspapers 

helped start a movement for change that still affects Indian society today. 

The purpose of newspapers in promoting social reform was to raise awareness 

about the injustices and inequalities prevalent in society and advocate for 

progressive change. They served as platforms for intellectuals, social reformers, and 

activists to voice their concerns, share their ideas, and mobilize public opinion in 

favor of social reform. 

Publications like "Sambad Kaumudi" and "Sambad Prabhakar" played a crucial 

role in challenging traditional beliefs and practices that oppressed and marginalized 

certain sections of society, particularly women and marginalized communities. They 

used their platforms to condemn practices like sati (the immolation of widows), child 

marriage, and caste discrimination, and advocated for laws and social reforms to 

abolish these practices. 

Moreover, newspapers played a key role in promoting education and literacy as 

tools for social empowerment and upliftment. They advocated for the expansion of 

educational opportunities for all segments of society, irrespective of caste, gender, or 

socio-economic background. Through articles, editorials, and opinion pieces, 

newspapers highlighted the importance of education in fostering social progress, 

economic development, and national unity. 

Newspapers also served as catalysts for change by providing information and 

resources to grassroots movements and social reform organizations. They reported 

on the activities of social reformers, highlighted success stories of social change 

initiatives, and provided a platform for networking and collaboration among like-
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minded individuals and groups working towards similar goals. 

Furthermore, newspapers played a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

mobilizing support for legislative reforms and policy changes aimed at addressing 

social injustices and inequalities. They raised awareness about proposed reforms, 

educated the public about their implications, and advocated for their implementation 

through editorials, articles, and public campaigns. 

The contribution of newspapers to social reform in India was not limited to 

urban centers but also extended to rural areas through vernacular newspapers and 

publications. Vernacular newspapers played a vital role in reaching out to rural 

communities, raising awareness about social issues, and mobilizing grassroots 

support for social reform initiatives. 

The Era of Nationalism 

In the early 20th century, India sees a rise in feelings of nationalism. 

Newspapers become important in expressing political views. Papers like "The Hindu" 

and "Amrita Bazar Patrika" become key voices in the nationalist movement. They 

give a platform for intellectuals, activists, and politicians to talk about their issues with 

British rule and push for self-governance. 

The purpose of newspapers during the era of nationalism was to give a voice to 

those who wanted India to govern itself. They served as platforms for intellectuals, 

activists, and politicians to share their ideas and grievances with the wider public. 

These newspapers played a crucial role in mobilizing public opinion in favor of the 

nationalist cause and galvanizing support for the struggle against British rule. 

"The Hindu" and "Amrita Bazar Patrika" were among the prominent 

newspapers that emerged as champions of the nationalist movement. They provided 

extensive coverage of nationalist activities, including protests, strikes, and boycotts, 

and gave voice to the aspirations and demands of the Indian people. Through 

editorials, articles, and opinion pieces, these newspapers highlighted the 

injustices of British colonial rule and called for freedom and self-determination for 

India. 

Moreover, newspapers played a crucial role in uniting diverse communities and 

regions under the common banner of nationalism. They fostered a sense of national 
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identity and solidarity among Indians of different linguistic, cultural, and religious 

backgrounds, emphasizing the shared struggle against colonial oppression and 

exploitation. Newspapers helped break down barriers of language and geography, 

bringing together people from across the country in the fight for independence. 

The era of nationalism also saw the emergence of dynamic leaders like 

Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhas Chandra Bose, who used 

newspapers as platforms to articulate their visions for India's future. Gandhi's 

newspaper, "Young India," became a powerful voice for non-violent resistance and 

civil disobedience, inspiring millions of Indians to join the struggle for freedom. 

Furthermore, newspapers played a crucial role in mobilizing public opinion 

against repressive British policies such as the Rowlatt Act and the Jallianwala Bagh 

massacre. They exposed the brutality of British rule and galvanized public outrage, 

leading to widespread protests and demonstrations across the country. Newspapers 

also played a key role in building international solidarity and garnering support for the 

Indian nationalist cause on the global stage. 

Challenges and Press Regulation 

Even though newspapers in colonial India did a lot for society, they also faced 

many problems. The colonial government put restrictions on them and tried to control 

what they could say. The Vernacular Press Act of 1878 and the Sedition Act of 1908 

were made to stop newspapers from speaking out against the 

government. But newspapers still tried to fight against censorship and talk about 

political and social change. 

The purpose of talking about challenges and press regulation is to show the 

difficulties newspapers faced during colonial times and how they still tried to speak 

out against injustice. 

One of the major challenges faced by newspapers in colonial India was 

censorship imposed by the British authorities. The Vernacular Press Act of 1878 was 

one such measure aimed at restricting the freedom of the press. Under this law, 

newspapers published in Indian languages were subjected to stringent regulations, 

including mandatory registration, security deposits, and pre- censorship of content. 

This made it difficult for newspapers to freely express their opinions and report on 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

36 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

issues of public interest. 

Another challenge was the intimidation and repression faced by journalists and 

newspaper editors who dared to criticize the colonial government. The Sedition Act of 

1908 was enacted to suppress dissent and punish those who spoke out against 

British rule. Journalists were often arrested, harassed, and even imprisoned for 

publishing articles deemed seditious or anti-government. 

Moreover, newspapers faced economic pressures due to discriminatory 

taxation policies and restrictions on advertising revenue. The colonial government 

imposed heavy taxes on newspapers, making it difficult for them to sustain their 

operations financially. Additionally, restrictions on advertising revenue limited 

newspapers' ability to generate income, further exacerbating their financial woes. 

Despite these challenges, newspapers continued to defy censorship and 

advocate for political and social reform. They played a crucial role in raising 

awareness about injustices and atrocities committed by the colonial authorities, 

mobilizing public opinion against oppressive policies, and galvanizing support for the 

nationalist movement. 

Furthermore, the nationalist leaders and intellectuals actively supported 

newspapers in their fight against censorship and press regulation. They used 

newspapers as platforms to express their dissent, challenge colonial policies, and 

mobilize public opinion in favor of freedom and self-determination. 

In response to the repressive measures imposed by the colonial government, 

newspapers adopted various strategies to circumvent censorship and continue their 

advocacy for political and social change. They resorted to coded language, 

allegorical writing, and satire to convey their messages while evading government 

scrutiny. Some newspapers also established clandestine networks and underground 

printing presses to disseminate banned literature and information. 

Post-Independence Growth 

After India gained independence in 1947, newspapers kept growing without 

stopping. Many new newspapers started in different languages and styles, to serve the 

varied interests of people all over the country. Newspapers became very important 

for building the nation, promoting democracy, and helping in the development of the 
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country. They gave a platform for different people to share their ideas and opinions. 

The purpose of talking about post-independence growth is to show how 

newspapers continued to be important after India became independent and how they 

helped in building the nation. 

The post-independence era witnessed a boom in the newspaper industry in 

India. Newspapers started appearing in various languages and formats, including 

broadsheets, tabloids, and online editions, to cater to the diverse needs and 

preferences of readers across the country. 

One of the key roles played by newspapers in the post-independence era was 

nation-building. Newspapers helped in fostering a sense of unity and national identity 

among the diverse population of India. They reported on the achievements and 

challenges of the newly independent nation, celebrated its cultural heritage, and 

promoted national integration and solidarity. 

Moreover, newspapers played a crucial role in promoting democracy by 

providing information, analysis, and commentary on political developments, 

elections, and government policies. They served as watchdogs of democracy, 

holding the government and public officials accountable and ensuring transparency 

and accountability in governance. 

Furthermore, newspapers contributed to the socio-economic development of 

India by disseminating information on education, healthcare, agriculture, and other 

developmental issues. They raised awareness about social injustices, economic 

disparities, and environmental challenges, and advocated for policies and programs 

aimed at addressing these issues. 

The post-independence era also witnessed the emergence of investigative 

journalism in India, with newspapers exposing corruption, maladministration, and 

human rights abuses. Investigative reports published by newspapers led to public 

outrage, judicial inquiries, and policy reforms, highlighting the role of the press in 

promoting accountability and good governance. 

Additionally, newspapers played a crucial role in promoting cultural diversity 

and preserving linguistic heritage by publishing articles, features, and literature in 

regional languages. They provided a platform for writers, poets, and 
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intellectuals to express themselves in their native languages and contributed to the 

enrichment and promotion of regional literature and culture. 

Impact of Digital Media 

In recent years, digital media has changed how newspapers work in India. 

They've started using digital platforms to reach more people, talk with readers 

instantly, and change how they work based on what readers want. But while digital 

media brings new chances to grow and try new things, it also brings problems like 

less people buying printed newspapers, finding ways to make money, and keeping to 

high standards of ethics. 

The purpose of talking about the impact of digital media is to show how it's 

changing the newspaper industry in India, both in good and bad ways. 

One big change digital media has brought is how newspapers reach people. 

Now, newspapers can share news and stories instantly through websites, social 

media, and apps. This means they can reach more people all over the country and 

even the world. People can also talk back to newspapers by leaving comments, 

sharing stories, and even writing their own articles. 

Another change is how newspapers make money. Before, newspapers mostly 

made money from selling printed copies and ads in the paper. But with digital media, 

people can read news for free online, which means less money from selling 

newspapers. Newspapers have to find new ways to make money, like charging for 

digital subscriptions or showing ads online. 

Digital media also brings challenges for newspapers in keeping up with high 

ethical standards. With news spreading quickly online, it's easy for false information 

to spread too. Newspapers have to be careful to fact-check everything they share and 

make sure they only share truthful and fair news. They also have 

to protect people's privacy and make sure they're not spreading hate speech or 

harmful content. 

But digital media also brings opportunities for newspapers to try new things and 

grow. They can use digital platforms to share news in more interactive and engaging 

ways, like videos, podcasts, and interactive graphics. They can also use data and 

analytics to understand what readers like and give them more of it. 
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In conclusion, digital media is changing how newspapers work in India. It brings 

new ways to reach people, make money, and share news. But it also brings 

challenges in keeping up with high standards of ethics and adapting to new 

technologies. Despite these challenges, newspapers remain important for informing, 

educating, and empowering people in India. As technology continues to change, 

newspapers will have to keep evolving to stay relevant and continue serving their 

readers. 

 

6 Hickey’s Gazette: Pioneering Journalism in Colonial India 

Hickey’s Gazette holds a significant place in the history of Indian journalism, 

particularly during the colonial era. Established in 1780 by James Augustus Hickey, it 

marks the beginning of newspaper publishing in India. The Gazette played a crucial 

role in disseminating news, opinions, and information during a period of significant 

political and social change. In this exploration, we delve into the origins, purpose, 

and impact of Hickey’s Gazette in colonial India. 

Hickey’s Bengal Gazette (1780) – India’s First Newspaper 

Hickey’s Bengal Gazette, also known as the Calcutta General Advertiser, was 

India’s first newspaper, published by James Augustus Hicky on January 29, 1780, in 

Calcutta (now Kolkata). It marked the beginning of print journalism in India and 

played a significant role in shaping early Indian media. 

 

1. Background and Founder – James Augustus Hicky 

❖ James Augustus Hicky was an Irishman who came to India as a 

businessman but later turned to printing. 

❖ He established a small printing press in Calcutta and started Hickey’s 

Bengal Gazette as a weekly newspaper. 

❖ His newspaper was four pages long, published every Saturday, and 

priced at one rupee per copy. 

2. Content and Features of Hickey’s Gazette 

Hickey’s Bengal Gazette was different from other newspapers of its time 

because it was: 
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a) First Indian Newspaper with a Critical Voice 

❖ It reported on politics, trade, and society but was best known for its bold 

criticism of the British administration. 

❖ Hicky often exposed corruption among East India Company officials, 

including Governor-General Warren Hastings and other high-ranking 

officers. 

b) Satirical and Controversial Journalism 

❖ The newspaper frequently targeted British officials and even private 

affairs of influential people. 

❖ Hicky also attacked missionaries, British aristocrats, and rival 

newspapers. 

c) First Instance of Press Freedom Struggle in India 

❖ Hicky’s fight against government censorship became an early example 

of the struggle for press freedom in India. 

3. British Government's Reaction and Suppression 

❖ Due to its bold and critical stance, Hickey’s Bengal Gazette quickly 

gained enemies among British officials. 

a) Warren Hastings’ Action Against the Newspaper 

❖ Warren Hastings, the Governor-General of India, was a frequent target 

of Hickey’s criticism. 

❖ In 1781, Hastings took legal action against Hicky, accusing him of 

defamation. 

❖ The government revoked his postal privileges, making newspaper 

distribution difficult. 

b) Imprisonment of James Augustus Hicky 

❖ Hicky was arrested and fined, and eventually sentenced to jail in 1782. 

❖ Despite being in prison, he continued printing his newspaper for a while. 

Finally, the British authorities seized his printing press, shutting down the 

newspaper permanently. 

4. Legacy and Importance 

a) Pioneer of Indian Journalism 
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❖ Hickey’s Bengal Gazette is remembered as the first Indian newspaper 

and a symbol of press freedom. 

❖ It set the foundation for future newspapers in India, encouraging 

independent journalism. 

b) Influence on Indian and British Press 

❖ Despite its short lifespan, the newspaper’s courageous reporting 

influenced later journalists and publications. 

❖ It showed the power of the press in questioning authority and promoting 

transparency. 

5. Conclusion 

Hickey’s Bengal Gazette was India’s first newspaper and one of the earliest 

examples of independent journalism. Although it was suppressed by the British, it left 

a lasting impact on India’s media landscape and the fight for press freedom. 

The birth of Hickey’s Gazette is a pivotal moment in Indian media history. 

James Augustus Hickey, an Irishman with a vision, founded the Gazette in 1780. It 

was a time when Calcutta was abuzz with colonial activities, serving as the capital of 

British India. Hickey saw the need for a platform to share news and opinions amidst 

the fast-paced developments of the era. Thus, he embarked on this venture, driven 

by a determination to inform and engage the public. 

Hickey’s Gazette was born out of the necessity to address the dearth of reliable 

information sources in colonial India. With the British East India Company 

consolidating its rule and expanding its influence, there arose a need for a medium 

through which the populace could access news and express their opinions. The 

Gazette aimed to fill this void by providing a comprehensive overview of local and 

international events, thereby fostering informed discussions and civic participation. 

The purpose of Hickey’s Gazette was multifaceted. Firstly, it sought to inform 

and educate its readership about significant events and developments, both within 

India and across the globe. Through its pages, readers could stay abreast of political 

changes, economic developments, and cultural trends. Secondly, the Gazette aimed 

to provide a platform for diverse voices and perspectives. It encouraged contributions 

from readers, fostering a sense of community and collective engagement. 
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Moreover, Hickey’s Gazette played a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

discourse in colonial India. By presenting news with accuracy and objectivity, the 

Gazette earned the trust of its readership. It became a forum for debates on pressing 

issues of the time, ranging from governance and administration to social reform and 

cultural exchange. The Gazette served as a watchdog, holding authorities 

accountable and advocating for transparency in governance. 

The impact of Hickey’s Gazette extended beyond its immediate readership. It 

inspired a new generation of writers, editors, and publishers to enter the realm of 

media and communication. The Gazette’s legacy endured through subsequent 

generations, laying the groundwork for the proliferation of newspapers and 

periodicals across the Indian subcontinent. Its commitment to journalistic 

integrity and ethical reporting set a standard for the profession, influencing the 

trajectory of Indian journalism for years to come. 

Purpose and Objectives 

The purpose of Hickey’s Gazette is to inform and educate people in colonial 

India. It wants to tell them about what’s happening locally and around the world. The 

Gazette aims to share news accurately and without bias. It wants to give a voice to 

different people and their ideas. 

One of the main objectives of Hickey’s Gazette is to provide a platform for 

people to learn about important events and changes. It wants to help people 

understand what’s going on in their society and beyond. By sharing news and 

information, the Gazette hopes to encourage discussions and debates among its 

readers. 

Another objective of the Gazette is to promote transparency and accountability 

in governance. It aims to hold authorities responsible for their actions and decisions. 

By reporting on government activities, the Gazette wants to keep the public informed 

and engaged in the political process. 

Additionally, Hickey’s Gazette seeks to foster a sense of community among its 

readers. It encourages people to share their opinions and ideas through letters and 

articles. By providing a space for diverse voices, the Gazette hopes to create a 

dialogue among its readership. 
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Furthermore, the Gazette aims to inspire others to get involved in journalism. It 

wants to encourage people to become writers, editors, and publishers. By setting an 

example of ethical reporting and journalistic integrity, the Gazette hopes to influence 

the future of journalism in India. 

Overall, the purpose and objectives of Hickey’s Gazette are centered around 

informing, educating, and empowering the people of colonial India. It strives to be a 

reliable source of news and information, while also promoting open dialogue and civic 

engagement. Through its efforts, the Gazette hopes to contribute to a more informed 

and democratic society. 

Impact and Influence 

The purpose of Hickey’s Gazette is to make a difference in colonial India. It 

wants to affect people’s lives and the society around them. The Gazette aims to 

leave a lasting impression and shape the way people think and act. 

One of the ways Hickey’s Gazette has an impact is by spreading information. It 

helps people learn about what’s happening in their community and the wider world. By 

sharing news and updates, the Gazette keeps people informed and aware of 

important events and changes. 

Moreover, the Gazette influences public opinion. It provides a platform for 

people to express their views and opinions on various issues. By publishing articles 

and letters from readers, the Gazette encourages discussions and debates. This can 

lead to a better understanding of different perspectives and ideas. 

Furthermore, Hickey’s Gazette holds authorities accountable. It reports on 

government activities and decisions, ensuring that people know what their leaders are 

doing. By shining a light on corruption and injustice, the Gazette pushes for 

transparency and fairness in governance. 

Additionally, the Gazette inspires others to get involved in journalism. By 

showcasing the work of writers, editors, and publishers, it encourages people to 

pursue careers in media and communication. This can lead to a more diverse and 

vibrant media landscape in India. 

Furthermore, Hickey’s Gazette plays a role in shaping the future of Indian 

journalism. Its commitment to ethical reporting and journalistic integrity sets a 
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standard for others to follow. By promoting fairness and accuracy in reporting, the 

Gazette helps maintain trust and credibility in the media. 

Overall, the impact and influence of Hickey’s Gazette are far-reaching. It affects 

how people think, what they know, and how they engage with society. By fulfilling its 

purpose of informing, educating, and empowering the public, the Gazette leaves a 

lasting legacy in colonial India. 

Challenges and Controversies 

The purpose of Hickey’s Gazette is to inform and educate people in colonial 

India. However, along its journey, the Gazette faces various challenges and 

controversies. These hurdles threaten its ability to fulfill its mission and impact the 

society it serves. 

One significant challenge is censorship and government interference. 

Authorities often try to control what the Gazette can publish, especially if it criticizes 

their actions or policies. This limits the Gazette's ability to report freely and accurately 

on important issues. 

Another challenge is financial instability. Running a newspaper requires money 

for printing, distribution, and paying staff. However, revenue from sales and 

advertisements may not always be enough to cover these costs. This puts the 

Gazette at risk of closure or compromise. 

Moreover, the Gazette faces competition from other newspapers and media 

outlets. With limited resources and readership, it may struggle to attract attention and 

stay relevant in a crowded market. This intensifies the pressure to produce 

compelling content and differentiate itself from rivals. 

Furthermore, the Gazette grapples with ethical dilemmas and accusations of 

bias. In its pursuit of scoops and sensational stories, it may sacrifice accuracy and 

fairness. This undermines its credibility and trustworthiness among readers, further 

eroding its impact and influence. 

Additionally, the Gazette confronts technological challenges in the form of 

outdated equipment and infrastructure. Printing presses may break down, delaying 

publication and frustrating readers. Similarly, distribution networks may be inefficient, 

leading to delays and missed opportunities. 
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Moreover, the Gazette faces criticism and backlash from various quarters. 

Readers may disagree with its editorial stance or coverage choices, leading to 

complaints and cancellations. Critics may also accuse the Gazette of spreading 

misinformation or promoting certain agendas, sparking controversy and public 

debate. 

Furthermore, the Gazette encounters legal challenges and lawsuits. Publishing 

sensitive information or defamatory content can expose it to legal action and financial 

penalties. This drains resources and distracts from its core mission of informing and 

engaging the public. 

Despite these challenges and controversies, Hickey’s Gazette remains resilient 

and determined to fulfill its purpose. It adapts to changing circumstances, embraces 

innovation, and upholds its commitment to journalistic integrity. By navigating these 

obstacles with perseverance and professionalism, the Gazette continues to make a 

meaningful impact on colonial India. 

Legacy and Enduring Influence 

The purpose of Hickey’s Gazette is to leave a lasting impact on colonial India. 

Through its dedication to informing and engaging the public, the Gazette aims to 

shape the course of history and influence future generations. 

One aspect of Hickey’s Gazette's legacy is its role in shaping the media 

landscape of colonial India. As the first newspaper in the region, it sets a precedent 

for journalistic excellence and ethical reporting. Its commitment to accuracy and 

impartiality inspires other newspapers and media outlets to uphold similar standards. 

Moreover, Hickey’s Gazette leaves a legacy of promoting freedom of speech and 

expression. By providing a platform for diverse voices and opinions, it champions the 

right to free speech and encourages open dialogue. This legacy continues to 

resonate in modern India, where freedom of the press remains a cornerstone of 

democracy. 

Furthermore, the Gazette's impact extends beyond the realm of journalism. Its 

coverage of social and political issues sparks discussions and debates that lead to 

tangible change. By raising awareness of injustices and advocating for reform, the 

Gazette contributes to the advancement of society. 
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Additionally, Hickey’s Gazette leaves an enduring influence on the development 

of Indian journalism. Its pioneering spirit inspires future generations of journalists, 

editors, and publishers to pursue careers in media and communication. The 

Gazette's legacy lives on in the values and principles that guide the profession, 

including integrity, accuracy, and independence. 

Furthermore, Hickey’s Gazette leaves a cultural legacy through its 

documentation of colonial life and society. Its articles and reports provide 

valuable insights into the customs, traditions, and events of the time. This archival 

record serves as a valuable resource for historians and scholars studying colonial 

India. 

Moreover, the Gazette's legacy is felt in the broader context of Indian 

nationalism and independence movement. By providing a platform for dissenting 

voices and advocating for social justice, it contributes to the growing momentum for 

self-rule and liberation from colonial rule. The Gazette's reporting on political 

developments and freedom struggles inspires activists and leaders to continue their 

fight for independence. 

Overall, the legacy and enduring influence of Hickey’s Gazette are evident in its 

impact on Indian journalism, society, and culture. By fulfilling its purpose of informing, 

educating, and empowering the public, the Gazette leaves a lasting imprint on 

colonial India and continues to inspire future generations to strive for positive 

change. 

Throughout its existence, Hickey’s Gazette has played a crucial role in colonial 

India. Founded in 1780 by James Augustus Hickey, it marks the beginning of 

newspaper publishing in the region. The Gazette's purpose is to inform, educate, and 

engage the public, serving as a platform for sharing news, opinions, and information. 

From its inception, Hickey’s Gazette faces numerous challenges and 

controversies. Censorship, financial instability, competition, ethical dilemmas, and 

legal challenges threaten its ability to fulfill its mission. However, the Gazette remains 

resilient, adapting to changing circumstances and upholding its commitment to 

journalistic integrity. 

Despite these challenges, Hickey’s Gazette leaves behind a significant legacy 
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and enduring influence. It shapes the media landscape of colonial India, 

setting a precedent for ethical reporting and freedom of speech. The Gazette's 

impact extends beyond journalism, influencing social and political movements and 

leaving a cultural imprint through its documentation of colonial life. 

Moreover, Hickey’s Gazette inspires future generations of journalists and 

activists, encouraging them to pursue careers in media and communication. Its 

legacy lives on in the values and principles that guide the profession, including 

integrity, accuracy, and independence. 

In conclusion, Hickey’s Gazette leaves a lasting impact on colonial India, 

shaping public discourse, influencing societal change, and inspiring future 

generations. Despite facing challenges and controversies, the Gazette's dedication to 

informing and engaging the public ensures its enduring legacy in the annals of Indian 

journalism. 

7 Early Journalism in Bengal: A Historical Overview 

The story of journalism in Bengal is deeply intertwined with the historical 

context of British colonial rule. During the 18th and 19th centuries, when Bengal was 

under British dominion, early journalism emerged as a crucial element in shaping 

public opinion, fostering intellectual discourse, and advocating for social and political 

reform. In this extensive exploration, we delve into the origins, purposes, and 

significance of early journalism in Bengal, examining its evolution and impact during a 

transformative period in the region's history. 

Origins of Early Journalism in Bengal 

The origins of early journalism in Bengal can be traced back to the introduction 

of printing technology by the British East India Company in the late 18th century. Prior 

to this, communication in Bengal primarily relied on oral tradition, manuscript 

circulation, and the dissemination of official decrees by 

local rulers. However, with the advent of printing presses, a new medium for 

information dissemination emerged, laying the groundwork for the development of 

journalism in the region. 

One of the seminal moments in the history of early journalism in Bengal 

occurred in 1780 with the publication of the "Bengal Gazette" by James Augustus 
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Hickey. As the first regular newspaper in Bengal, the "Bengal Gazette" marked a 

significant milestone in the evolution of journalism in the region. Hickey's newspaper 

covered a wide range of topics, including local news, colonial administration, cultural 

events, and advertisements, providing readers with a glimpse into the dynamic social 

and political landscape of colonial Bengal. 

The proliferation of printing presses in Bengal during the late 18th and early 19th 

centuries facilitated the growth of a vibrant newspaper industry. Newspapers such as 

the "Samachar Darpan" (1818) and the "Sambad Kaumudi" (1821) emerged as 

prominent voices in Bengali journalism, catering to a diverse readership and 

reflecting the changing socio-political realities of the time. 

Bengal was the birthplace of Indian journalism, with Calcutta (Kolkata) serving 

as the center of early newspaper publications during British rule. The press in Bengal 

evolved through missionary efforts, British-run publications, and later Indian-owned 

newspapers, shaping the socio-political landscape of the region. 

1. The Birth of Journalism in Bengal 

a) Hickey’s Bengal Gazette (1780) – India’s First Newspaper 

❖ Founded by James Augustus Hicky in 1780, this was India’s first 

newspaper. 

❖ It was a weekly English newspaper that exposed corruption in the British 

administration. 

❖ Due to its critical stance, it was suppressed by the British in 1782, and 

Hicky was imprisoned. 

b) Growth of British-Owned Newspapers 

After Hickey’s Bengal Gazette, several newspapers were established, mainly 

serving British officials and traders. Some notable ones include: 

❖ The Calcutta Gazette (1784) – Semi-official British newspaper. 

❖ The Bengal Journal (1785) – Covered business and administration. 

❖ The Oriental Magazine (1785) – Aimed at intellectual discussions. 

❖ The Indian Gazette (1787) – Focused on East India Company affairs. 

❖ These early newspapers catered mainly to the British community and 

avoided political controversies. 
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2. Development of Indian-Owned Newspapers (Early 19th Century) 

The early 19th century saw the rise of Indian-run newspapers, playing a key 

role in spreading awareness among Indians about British policies, education, and 

social reforms. 

a) Raja Rammohan Roy and the Indian Press 

❖ Raja Rammohan Roy, a great social reformer, recognized the power of 

newspapers in educating people. 

❖ He founded Sambad Kaumudi (1821), one of the first Bengali 

newspapers, to advocate for social reforms like widow remarriage and 

education. 

b) First Indian-Owned English Newspaper 

❖ Bengal Gazette (1816), also called Calcutta Journal, was India’s first 

Indian-run English newspaper. 

❖ It was started by Gangadhar Bhattacharya with the help of James Silk 

Buckingham, a British journalist sympathetic to Indian causes. 

c) Key Early Indian Newspapers 

❖ Sambad Kaumudi (1821, Bengali) – Started by Raja Rammohan Roy to 

promote reformist ideas. 

❖ Mirat-ul-Akhbar (1822, Persian) – Also started by Rammohan Roy, 

covering politics and culture. 

❖ Jnanodaya (1831, Bengali) – Promoted education and social awareness. 

❖ Somprakash (1858, Bengali) – Focused on the cultural and political 

issues of Bengal. 

❖ These newspapers helped in spreading nationalism and social 

consciousness among educated Indians. 

3. The Role of the Press in Bengal’s Freedom Movement 

By the late 19th and early 20th century, newspapers became a powerful tool 

against British rule. Some key contributions were: 

a) Anti-Colonial Journalism 

❖ Newspapers such as The Bengali, Amrita Bazar Patrika, and The Hindu 

Patriot openly criticized British policies. 
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❖ Amrita Bazar Patrika (1868) was started in Bengali, but after the 

Vernacular Press Act (1878), it shifted to English to escape censorship. 

b) Role in Nationalism 

❖ The Bengal Gazette (edited by Surendranath Banerjee) inspired 

nationalist ideas. 

❖ Yugantar (1906, Bengali) was associated with revolutionary movements 

in Bengal. 

c) Repeal of the Vernacular Press Act (1881) 

❖ The Vernacular Press Act (1878) was passed to curb Indian-owned 

newspapers. 

❖ Strong opposition from editors like Surendranath Banerjee and Sisir 

Kumar Ghosh led to its repeal in 1881. 

4. Conclusion 

Early journalism in Bengal laid the foundation for Indian nationalism and press 

freedom. From Hickey’s Bengal Gazette to Indian-owned newspapers like Sambad 

Kaumudi and Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Bengal press played a crucial role in political 

awakening, social reform, and the freedom struggle. 

 

Purpose of Early Journalism 

Early journalism in Bengal served multiple purposes, reflecting the diverse 

needs and aspirations of colonial society. At its core, journalism functioned as a 

vehicle for disseminating information and providing readers with access to news from 

around the world. Newspapers served as vital conduits of information, offering 

updates on political developments, economic trends, scientific discoveries, and 

cultural events, thus keeping readers informed and engaged with the world beyond 

their immediate surroundings. 

Furthermore, early journalism in Bengal played a crucial role in stimulating 

intellectual discourse and promoting critical thinking among its readership. 

Newspapers served as platforms for debating ideas, ideologies, and 

reforms,fostering a culture of dialogue and debate within colonial society. Through 

editorials, articles, and letters to the editor, readers engaged in discussions on a 
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wide range of topics, including governance, education, religion, social customs, and 

women's rights, thereby contributing to the intellectual ferment of the time. 

Moreover, early journalism in Bengal served as a catalyst for social and political 

reform, advocating for change and mobilizing public opinion against injustices and 

inequalities. Newspapers became vehicles for raising awareness about pressing 

social issues, such as caste discrimination, widow remarriage, child marriage, and 

the plight of indentured laborers, thus galvanizing public support for reform 

movements and social justice initiatives. 

Significance of Early Journalism in Bengal 

The significance of early journalism in Bengal lies in its profound impact on 

colonial society, shaping public discourse, fostering civic engagement, and laying the 

groundwork for political awakening. Newspapers played a pivotal role in mediating 

between the colonial state and the indigenous populace, providing a platform for 

marginalized voices to be heard and grievances to be aired. 

Furthermore, early journalism in Bengal played a crucial role in the formation of 

Bengali identity and consciousness. Newspapers served as vehicles for the 

articulation of Bengali aspirations, grievances, and visions for the future, thus 

fostering a sense of solidarity and community among the Bengali-speaking populace. 

Through their writings, journalists, writers, and activists contributed to the construction 

of a shared cultural and political identity, transcending linguistic, religious, and 

regional divides. 

In conclusion, early journalism in Bengal emerged as a powerful force during 

the colonial era, shaping public opinion, fostering intellectual discourse, and 

advocating for social and political reform. Through newspapers, journals, and 

pamphlets, Bengali journalists, writers, and activists played a pivotal role in 

mediating between the colonial state and the indigenous populace, providing a 

platform for dialogue, dissent, and debate. Their contributions laid the foundation for a 

vibrant journalistic tradition that continues to thrive in Bengal and beyond, reflecting 

the enduring legacy of early journalism in shaping the socio-political landscape of the 

region. 

5 Journalism in Bombay and Madras Presidencies: A Historical Perspective 
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The British colonial era in India witnessed a transformation in communication 

and discourse, driven significantly by the emergence of journalism in major urban 

centers. The presidencies of Bombay and Madras, hubs of economic and 

administrative power, became cradles for newspapers and periodicals that shaped 

public opinion, spurred social change, and challenged the status quo. This essay 

explores the complex landscape of journalism within these presidencies, tracing its 

origins, evolution, challenges, and lasting influence on Indian society. 

British India and the Rise of the Press 

The presidencies of Bombay (centered around modern-day Mumbai) and 

Madras (centered around modern-day Chennai) were vital administrative regions 

established by the British East India Company. Their strategic locations and 

commercial importance attracted a diverse population of Europeans, Indians, and 

other communities. While initially focused on trade, the British gradually expanded 

their control, creating a complex colonial system that brought both repression and 

opportunities for sociopolitical engagement. 

The groundwork for a nascent press was laid in the late 18th century. The first 

English-language newspaper in Bombay, the Bombay Herald, surfaced in 1789. 

Madras followed suit with the Madras Courier in 1785. These papers 

marked a turning point, offering a regularized flow of information for British 

settlers and the colonial administration. 

. Journalism in Bombay and Madras Presidencies 

      After Bengal, Bombay (now Mumbai) and Madras (now Chennai) Presidencies 

became important centers of journalism in British India. These regions saw the 

emergence of English, vernacular, and nationalist newspapers that played a vital role 

in social reforms, trade, and political movements. 

1. Early Journalism in Bombay Presidency 

a) First Newspapers in Bombay 

❖ Bombay Herald (1789) – The first newspaper in Bombay, catering mainly to 

British residents. 

❖ Bombay Courier (1790) – Became the official newspaper of the British 

administration. 
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❖ Bombay Gazette (1791) – Another British-run newspaper focused on trade 

and government matters. 

b) Growth of Indian-Owned Newspapers 

❖ In the 19th century, Indian-run newspapers emerged, focusing on local issues, 

education, and nationalism. 

❖ Mumbai Samachar (1822, Gujarati) – The oldest continuously published 

newspaper in India, founded by Fardunjee Marzban. 

❖ The Native Opinion (1864, English & Marathi) – Edited by Karsandas Mulji, it 

discussed social reforms and British policies. 

❖ Kesari (1881, Marathi) – Started by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, this newspaper 

played a key role in nationalist movements. 

❖ The Bombay Chronicle (1910, English) – Founded by Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, 

it was a leading newspaper in the freedom struggle. 

c) Contribution to Nationalism 

❖ Tilak used Kesari to mobilize people for Swaraj (self-rule). 

❖ Newspapers like The Bombay Chronicle and Indian Opinion fought against 

British censorship and promoted Indian rights. 

2. Early Journalism in Madras Presidency 

a) First Newspapers in Madras 

❖ Madras Courier (1785) – The first newspaper in Madras, mainly for British 

officials. 

❖ Madras Gazette (1795) – Published trade and government news. 

❖ The Government Gazette (1831) – The official publication of the British 

government in Madras. 

b) Rise of Vernacular Newspapers 

In the mid-19th century, Tamil, Telugu, and English newspapers started focusing on 

local governance, education, and social issues. 

❖ The Hindu (1878, English) – Founded by G. Subramania Iyer, it became a 

strong nationalist voice. 

❖ Swadesamitran (1882, Tamil) – A Tamil daily started by G. Subramania Iyer, 

promoting political awareness. 
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❖ Andhra Patrika (1908, Telugu) – Focused on the freedom movement and 

Telugu literature. 

❖ Justice (1916, English & Tamil) – The mouthpiece of the Justice Party, 

advocating for non-Brahmin rights. 

c) Role in Political and Social Movements 

❖ The Hindu criticized British policies and promoted the Indian National 

Congress (INC). 

❖ Justice Party newspapers advocated social justice and caste-based 

reservations in Madras. 

❖ Tamil and Telugu press played a major role in the Dravidian movement in the 

20th century. 

3. Conclusion 

The Bombay and Madras Presidencies played a crucial role in early Indian 

journalism. While Bombay newspapers like Kesari and Bombay Chronicle fueled the 

freedom movement, Madras-based newspapers like The Hindu and Swadesamitran 

influenced nationalism and social reforms. 

 

The Evolving Functions of the Press 

Initially, newspapers in the presidencies served a limited readership, primarily 

catering to the interests of Europeans. Their content focused on local news, 

government announcements, shipping information, and advertisements. However, 

over time, the functions of the press expanded: 

• Informative: Newspapers became vital channels for disseminating news 

about regional developments, political events, and social movements. They 

informed the public about crucial decisions taken by the colonial government 

and its impact on Indian society. 

• Critical: As the 19th century progressed, the press in Bombay and Madras 

adopted a more critical stance towards British rule. Editorials and opinion 

pieces questioned colonial policies, exposed social injustices, and called for 

reforms. 

• Intellectual Platform: Newspapers and periodicals fostered a vibrant space 
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for intellectual debate. Columnists and contributors engaged in discussions 

about religion, philosophy, literature, and the emerging ideas of nationalism. 

• Voice for Social Reform: The press became a powerful tool in raising 

awareness and mobilizing support for various social causes. Visionaries and 

reformers, including many from marginalized communities, leveraged the 

press to highlight issues like the plight of women, the evils of the caste system, 

and the need for progressive education. 

The Influence of the Vernacular Press 

Beyond English-language publications, significant developments took place in the 

sphere of vernacular newspapers. The presidencies saw a flourishing of the press in 

regional languages such as Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, and Telugu. Some of the 

influential vernacular newspapers were: 

• Mumbai Samachar (Gujarati): Founded in 1822, it is one of India's oldest 

newspapers still in circulation. 

• Kesari (Marathi): Established by the nationalist leader Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak, it became a mouthpiece for Indian aspirations for independence. 

• Swadesamitran (Tamil): It played a vital role in the Tamil revivalist 

movement and the growth of nationalistic sentiments. 

The vernacular press proved to be a powerful force in the presidencies for several 

reasons: 

• Accessibility: It catered to a wider audience, particularly those who were not 

proficient in English. 

• Regional Identity: These publications fostered a sense of linguistic and 

cultural pride, contributing to the development of regional identities. 

• Grassroots Mobilization: They became effective tools to mobilize 

communities on social and political issues. 

Challenges and Repression 

The growing influence of the press in the presidencies did not go unnoticed, and 

frequently unwelcomed, by the British authorities. To curb dissent and maintain 

control, the colonial government resorted to various measures: 

• Censorship: The 1799 Press Regulations imposed strict censorship, 
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requiring newspapers to obtain prior approval for their content. 

• Vernacular Press Act (1878): This discriminatory act aimed at controlling 

vernacular newspapers, particularly those deemed critical of the government. 

• Sedition Laws: Journalists and editors were frequently charged with sedition 

for their writings, leading to imprisonment and fines. 

Despite these repressive tactics, the journalistic spirit in Bombay and Madras 

Presidencies persisted. Writers and publishers developed innovative ways to 

circumvent censorship and continue to voice their opinions. 

 
Objective type questions on the origin of press and growth of newspapers in India: 
Origin of Press 
1. Who invented the Printing Press? 
a) Johannes Gutenberg 
b) Benjamin Franklin 
c) William Caxton 
d) None of the above 
 
2. The Gutenberg Press was invented in: 
a) 1450s 
b) 1500s 
c) 1550s 
d) None of the above 
 
3. The Printing Press played a significant role in: 
a) Spread of knowledge 
b) Evolution of modern newspapers 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the abov 
 
 
 
 
Growth of Newspapers in India 
4. Who published Hickey's Gazette in India? 
a) James Augustus Hickey 
b) William Carey 
c) Gangadhar Bhattacharya 
d) None of the above 
 
5. Hickey's Gazette was published in: 
a) Calcutta 
b) Bombay 
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c) Madras 
d) None of the above 
 
6. Early journalism in India began in: 
a) Bengal Presidency 
b) Bombay Presidency 
c) Madras Presidency 
d) All of the above 
 
Newspapers in Presidencies 
7. The first newspaper in India was: 
a) Hickey's Bengal Gazette 
b) Bombay Herald 
c) Madras Courier 
d) None of the above 
 
8. The Bombay Presidency saw the publication of: 
a) Bombay Times 
b) Bombay Herald 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
9. The Madras Presidency saw the publication of: 
a) Madras Courier 
b) Madras Gazette 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Role of Printing Press 
10. The Printing Press facilitated: 
a) Mass production of newspapers 
b) Spread of knowledge 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
 
 
 
11. The evolution of modern newspapers was influenced by: 
a) Printing Press 
b) Technological advancements 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Additional Questions 
12. Who introduced printing to India? 
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a) Portuguese 
b) British 
c) French 
d) None of the above 
 
13. The first Indian-owned newspaper was: 
a) Bengal Gazette 
b) Samachar Darpan 
c) Bombay Times 
d) None of the above 
 
14. The growth of newspapers in India was influenced by: 
a) British rule 
b) Technological advancements 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
15. Newspapers played a significant role in: 
a) Spreading awareness 
b) Promoting nationalism 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
More Questions 
16. Hickey's Gazette was known for its: 
a) Investigative journalism 
b) Sensational reporting 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
17. The early newspapers in India faced challenges due to: 
a) British censorship 
b) Lack of infrastructure 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
18. The Printing Press revolutionized: 
a) Communication 
b) Knowledge dissemination 
c) Both a and b   d) None of the abov 
 
19. The growth of newspapers in India contributed to: 
a) Increased literacy 
b) Awareness about social issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
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20. Newspapers played a crucial role in: 
a) Indian independence movement 
b) Social reform movements 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Last Set of Questions 
21. Who was a pioneer of Indian journalism? 
a) James Augustus Hickey 
b) William Carey 
c) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
d) None of the above 
 
22. The early newspapers in India were primarily: 
a) English language newspapers 
b) Vernacular language newspapers 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
23. The Printing Press enabled: 
a) Mass production of books 
b) Mass production of newspapers 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
24. The growth of newspapers in India was a significant development in: 
a) Indian history 
b) Journalism 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
25. Newspapers continue to play an important role in: 
a) Spreading awareness 
b) Promoting democracy 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the abo
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 UNIT II 

 

GROWTH OF THE PRESS AND INDIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 

The fight for India's independence wasn't just on battlefields. A crucial weapon 

in this struggle was the printed word, spread through newspapers and magazines. 

These sprouted in the 18th and 19th centuries, particularly in the bustling 

presidencies of Bombay (present-day Mumbai) and Madras (present-day Chennai). 

Let's explore how the press grew and became a powerful ally in the independence 

movement. 

Growth of Press and the Indian Independence Movement 

The Indian press played a pivotal role in the independence movement, 

evolving from early British-controlled newspapers to powerful nationalist publications. 

Newspapers became a medium for political awareness, mass mobilization, and 

resistance against colonial rule. 

1. Early Phase (1780–1857): Beginnings of the Indian Press 

❖ Hickey’s Bengal Gazette (1780) – India’s first newspaper, but it was 

suppressed due to its criticism of British officials. 

❖ British-controlled newspapers like the Calcutta Gazette, Bombay 

Gazette, and Madras Courier focused on trade and administration. 

❖ Indian-owned newspapers like Sambad Kaumudi (1821) by Raja 

Rammohan Roy promoted social reforms and freedom of the press. 

❖ Impact: The press helped in early nationalist debates and spreading 

awareness of British policies. 

2. Nationalist Press (1857–1905): Rise of Indian Journalism 

After the 1857 Revolt, censorship laws tightened, but Indian newspapers 

gained popularity in criticizing British policies. 

Key Newspapers & Their Contributions: 

❖ Amrita Bazar Patrika (1868, Bengali & English) – Opposed British rule, 

became a major voice of nationalism. 

❖ The Hindu (1878, English) – Criticized British economic policies and 
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supported the Indian National Congress (INC). 

❖ Kesari (1881, Marathi) & Mahratta (1881, English) – Started by Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak, these newspapers mobilized people for self-rule. 

❖ Indian Mirror (1861, English) – Founded by Keshub Chandra Sen, it 

supported moderate nationalist leaders. 

❖ Swadesamitran (1882, Tamil) – Advocated self-governance and Tamil 

identity. 

❖ Impact: Newspapers became platforms for political discourse and 

mobilization of the masses. 

3. Revolutionary & Extremist Journalism (1905–1920) 

The Partition of Bengal (1905) led to the rise of radical newspapers, which 

encouraged Swadeshi movements and boycotts of British goods. 

Key Revolutionary Newspapers: 

❖ Yugantar (1906, Bengali) – Associated with Bengal revolutionaries. 

❖ Bande Mataram (1905, English) – Edited by Aurobindo Ghosh, called 

for armed resistance. 

❖ Sandhya (Bengali) – Inspired militant nationalism. 

❖ The Indian Sociologist (1905, English) – Published by Shyamji Krishna 

Varma from London, advocating violent resistance. 

❖ Impact: The British introduced the Press Act of 1910, allowing seizure 

of printing presses to curb extremist publications. 

4. Gandhian Journalism & Mass Movements (1920–1947) 

❖ With Mahatma Gandhi’s entry, newspapers became tools of non-violent 

resistance and civil disobedience. 

❖ Gandhi’s Role in Journalism: 

❖ Started Young India (English) and Navjivan (Gujarati) to spread 

Satyagraha and non-cooperation ideas. 

❖ Harijan (1933) focused on social issues, caste discrimination, and rural 

development. 

❖ Used newspapers to oppose repressive British laws like the Rowlatt 

Act (1919). 
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Other Key Nationalist Newspapers: 

❖ The Hindustan Times (1924, English) Supported the Congress 

movement. 

❖ The Tribune (1881, English) – Promoted freedom struggle in Punjab. 

❖ The Bombay Chronicle (1910, English) – Edited by Pherozeshah 

Mehta, criticized British rule. 

❖ The Indian Express (1932, English & regional) – Played a major role in 

mass communication. 

❖ Impact: Newspapers spread awareness, organized protests, and 

encouraged people to join the struggle. 

5. British Repression & Press Censorship 

❖ The British tried to suppress nationalist newspapers through strict laws: 

❖ Vernacular Press Act (1878) – Allowed the government to seize 

vernacular newspapers that criticized the British. 

❖ Press Act (1910) – Imposed heavy penalties on nationalist publications. 

❖ Defence of India Act (1915) – Used to arrest journalists and ban 

newspapers. 

❖ Press Emergency Powers Act (1931) – Banned Congress-affiliated 

publications. 

❖ Despite censorship, the Indian press continued to challenge British rule 

until India’s independence in 1947. 

6. Conclusion 

The growth of the press in India played a crucial role in mobilizing the masses, 

exposing British injustices, and uniting Indians in the fight for independence. From 

early reformist publications to Gandhian journalism, newspapers became the voice of 

freedom. 

Legacy: Many of these newspapers, like The Hindu, The Indian Express, and 

Hindustan Times, continue to be influential in modern India 

Early Newspapers: Informing a New World 

The story starts with the arrival of the British East India Company. As their 

control grew, so did the need for communication. The first English-language 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

63 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

newspapers, like the Bombay Herald (1789) and the Madras Courier (1785), 

emerged to fill this gap. These early papers mainly served Europeans, sharing local 

news, government announcements, and business information. 

From Informing to Inspiring: The Press Takes a Stand 

Over time, the press in Bombay and Madras started aiming for a wider 

audience. They weren't just reporting news; they were shaping opinions. Editorials 

and articles began to question British policies, highlighting social injustices like unfair 

taxes and discriminatory laws. This critical approach sparked a sense of national 

consciousness among Indians. 

Spreading the Word in Local Languages: The Rise of the Vernacular Press 

Newspapers weren't just in English. A vibrant press emerged in regional 

languages like Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, and Telugu. This "vernacular press" played a 

vital role: 

• Reaching a Wider Audience: Many Indians couldn't understand English.. 

Regional newspapers allowed them to stay informed and engaged in 

discussions about freedom. 

• Building Local Pride: These publications celebrated regional cultures and 

languages, fostering a sense of identity separate from the British Raj. 

• Mobilizing the Masses: Regional newspapers became powerful tools to 

connect with people on a local level, urging them to participate in protests and 

movements. 

Examples of Powerful Voices: Newspapers Leading the Charge 

Several publications became iconic symbols of the independence movement: 

• Kesari (Marathi): Launched by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, a prominent leader, 

Kesari became a powerful voice for self-rule and challenged British authority. 

• Swadesamitran (Tamil): This newspaper played a key role in the Tamil 

revival movement and fostered nationalistic sentiments among Tamils. 

• Bombay Samachar (Gujarati): Founded in 1822, it remains one of India's 

oldest newspapers. While initially moderate, it later actively supported the 

independence movement. 

Facing the Censor's Scissors: Challenges and Struggles 
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The British government didn't appreciate the growing influence of the press. 

They tried to control it through: 
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• Censorship: Laws like the Press Regulations of 1799 required approval for 

content, restricting critical voices. 

• The Vernacular Press Act (1878): This law specifically targeted 

vernacular newspapers, aiming to silence dissent in regional languages. 

• Sedition Laws: Journalists who wrote against British rule faced charges of 

sedition, leading to imprisonment and fines. 

Undeterred Spirit: How the Press Persisted 

Despite these challenges, the press in Bombay and Madras displayed 

remarkable resilience. Journalists found ways to express themselves, using satire, 

symbolism, and coded messages to bypass censorship. The fight for a free press 

became intertwined with the fight for a free India. 

A Legacy of Words: The Lasting Impact of the Press 

The press in Bombay and Madras played a crucial role in India's 

independence movement. It informed, inspired, and mobilized millions of people. Even 

after independence, this legacy continued. The free press became a pillar of Indian 

democracy, ensuring the right to information and holding the government 

accountable. The story of the press in Bombay and Madras is a testament to the 

power of words. It's a reminder that even in the face of oppression, the fight for 

freedom can be won through courage, creativity, and the unwavering belief in the right 

to speak one's truth. 

Role of newspapers in Indian freedom struggle 

The struggle for India's freedom wasn't just about battles and brave warriors. 

Words, ideas, and a spirit of defiance played a crucial role. This fight was fueled in 

large part by newspapers and magazines that emerged in the 18th and 19th 

centuries, particularly in the bustling presidencies of Bombay (present- 

day Mumbai) and Madras (present-day Chennai). Let's explore how newspapers 

became powerful tools in the hands of those fighting for an independent India. 

Newspapers played a crucial role in India’s fight for independence by spreading 

political awareness, mobilizing people, and exposing British injustices. They became 
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powerful tools for freedom fighters, social reformers, and revolutionaries to voice 

their demands. 

1. Early Phase (1780–1857): Press as a Medium of Awareness 

❖ The first newspaper in India, Hickey’s Bengal Gazette (1780), criticized British 

policies but was soon banned. 

❖ British-controlled newspapers like the Calcutta Gazette and Bombay Courier 

focused on trade, suppressing nationalist views. 

❖ Reformers like Raja Rammohan Roy started Sambad Kaumudi (1821, 

Bengali) to campaign for freedom of the press and social reforms. 

❖ Impact: Newspapers became a source of political education, even though 

British censorship was strict. 

2. Rise of Nationalist Press (1857–1905) 

❖ After the 1857 Revolt, the British imposed press restrictions, but Indian 

newspapers emerged as platforms for nationalism. 

❖ Key Newspapers & Their Contributions: 

❖ Amrita Bazar Patrika (1868, Bengali & English) – Criticized British policies and 

became a strong nationalist voice. 

❖ The Hindu (1878, English) – Opposed British economic policies and 

supported Indian National Congress (INC). 

❖ Kesari (1881, Marathi) & Mahratta (English) – Started by Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak, these newspapers mobilized the masses for Swaraj. 

❖ Swadesamitran (1882, Tamil) – One of the first Tamil newspapers advocating 

self-rule. 

❖ Indian Mirror (1861, English) – Founded by Keshub Chandra Sen, supported 

moderate nationalists. 

❖ Impact: These newspapers created a politically conscious middle class and 

encouraged Swadeshi movements. 

3. Revolutionary Journalism (1905–1920) 

The Partition of Bengal (1905) triggered a radical wave of journalism. Newspapers 

now called for boycotts, protests, and revolutionary activities. 

Key Revolutionary Newspapers: 
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❖ Bande Mataram (1905, English) – Edited by Aurobindo Ghosh, promoted 

armed resistance. 

❖ Yugantar (1906, Bengali) – Published by Bengal revolutionaries, supported 

secret societies. 

❖ Sandhya (Bengali) – Advocated militant nationalism. 

❖ The Indian Sociologist (1905, English) – Started by Shyamji Krishna Varma in 

London, encouraged revolutionary nationalism. 

❖ Impact: The British introduced the Press Act of 1910, seizing printing presses 

to stop nationalist publications. 

4. Gandhian Journalism & Mass Movements (1920–1947) 

With Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership, newspapers became a medium of non-violent 

resistance. 

❖ Gandhi’s Role in Journalism: 

❖ Started Young India (English) and Navjivan (Gujarati) to spread Satyagraha 

and Non-Cooperation ideas. 

❖ Harijan (1933) focused on abolishing untouchability and rural upliftment. 

❖ Used newspapers to oppose repressive British laws like the Rowlatt Act 

(1919). 

❖ Other Key Nationalist Newspapers: 

❖ The Hindustan Times (1924, English) – Supported the Congress movement. 

❖ The Tribune (1881, English) – Promoted freedom struggle in Punjab. 

❖ The Bombay Chronicle (1910, English) – Edited by Pherozeshah Mehta, 

criticized British rule. 

❖ The Indian Express (1932, English & regional) – Played a major role in mass 

communication. 

 Impact: Newspapers helped in mobilizing the public for mass protests, such as the 

Salt Satyagraha and Quit India Movement. 

5. British Repression & Press Censorship 

❖ The British tried to suppress nationalist newspapers through strict laws: 

❖ Vernacular Press Act (1878) – Allowed the government to seize newspapers 

critical of British rule. 
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❖ Press Act (1910) – Imposed heavy penalties on nationalist publications. 

❖ Defence of India Act (1915) – Used to arrest journalists and ban newspapers. 

❖ Press Emergency Powers Act (1931) – Banned Congress-affiliated 

newspapers. 

❖ Despite censorship, the Indian press continued to challenge British rule until 

India’s independence in 1947. 

6. Conclusion 

The Indian press played a crucial role in the freedom movement by: 

❖ Exposing British exploitation. 

❖ Mobilizing people for protests. 

❖ Encouraging Swadeshi and self-rule. 

❖ Spreading nationalist ideas across different regions. 

Even after independence, newspapers like The Hindu, The Indian Express, and 

Hindustan Times continue to be important pillars of democracy in India. 

Early Newspapers: Informing a New World 

The story begins with the arrival of the British East India Company. As their 

control over India grew, so did the need for communication. The first English-

language newspapers, like the Bombay Herald (1789) and the Madras Courier 

(1785), were born out of this need. These early papers mainly served Europeans 

living in India, sharing local news, announcements from the British government, and 

information about trade and businesses. 

From Reporting to Inspiring: The Press Takes a Stand 

Over time, the press in Bombay and Madras started aiming for a wider 

audience. They weren't just reporting news anymore; they were shaping opinions. 

Editorials and articles began to question the actions of the British government, 

highlighting unfair taxes, discriminatory laws, and other social injustices. This critical 

approach sparked a sense of national consciousness among Indians. People started 

to see themselves as a united nation, different from the British rulers. 

Spreading the Word in Local Languages: The Rise of the Vernacular Press 

Newspapers weren't just printed in English. A vibrant press emerged in 

regional languages like Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, and Telugu. This "vernacular press" 
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played a vital role in the freedom struggle for several reasons: 

• Reaching a Wider Audience: Many Indians couldn't understand English. 

Regional newspapers allowed them to stay informed and involved in 

discussions about freedom. 

• Building Local Pride: These publications celebrated regional cultures and 

languages, fostering a sense of identity separate from the British Raj. This 

sense of pride helped unite people behind the idea of an independent India. 

• Mobilizing the Masses: Newspapers in regional languages became powerful 

tools to connect with people on a local level. They urged people to participate 

in protests, boycotts, and other movements against British rule. 

Examples of Powerful Voices: Newspapers Leading the Charge 

Several publications became iconic symbols of the independence movement: 

• Kesari (Marathi): Launched by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, a prominent leader, 

Kesari became a powerful voice for self-rule. It openly challenged British 

authority and inspired people to fight for freedom. 

• Swadesamitran (Tamil): This newspaper played a key role in the Tamil 

revival movement and fostered nationalistic sentiments among Tamils. It 

argued for India's independence and a return to traditional Indian values. 

• Bombay Samachar (Gujarati): Founded in 1822, it remains one of India's 

oldest newspapers. While initially moderate, it later actively supported the 

independence movement by publishing articles and editorials critical of British 

rule. 

Facing the Censor's Scissors: Challenges and Struggles 

The British government wasn't happy with the growing influence of the press. They 

saw it as a threat to their control and tried to restrict it through various means: 

• Censorship: Laws like the Press Regulations of 1799 required newspapers to 

get approval for their content before publishing. This was an attempt to silence 

critical voices and prevent articles that might spark rebellion. 

• The Vernacular Press Act (1878): This law specifically targeted newspapers 

in regional languages. The British government believed these publications 

were more likely to stir up trouble and wanted to control what they could print. 
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• Sedition Laws: Journalists who wrote against British rule faced charges of 

sedition, which is trying to cause rebellion against the government. These 

charges could lead to imprisonment and heavy fines. 

Undeterred Spirit: How the Press Persisted 

Despite these challenges, the press in Bombay and Madras displayed 

remarkable courage and resilience. Journalists found ways to express themselves 

and continue their fight for freedom. They used satire, symbolism, and coded 

messages to bypass censorship. The fight for a free press became intertwined with the 

fight for a free India. 

A Legacy of Words: The Lasting Impact of the Press 

The newspapers of Bombay and Madras played a crucial role in India's 

independence movement. They informed people about what was happening, 

inspired them to fight for their rights, and helped mobilize millions to participate in the 

struggle. Even after independence, this legacy continued. The free press became a 

pillar of Indian democracy, ensuring that people have the right to information and the 

government is held accountable journalistic practices, and editorial formats that later 

influenced the growth of the Nationalist press. 

The Nationalist Press: A Voice for Freedom 

The Nationalist press emerged as a counterpoint to the Anglo-Indian press. 

It aimed to: 

• Challenge Colonial Rule: Nationalist newspapers, like Kesari (Marathi) led 

by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Swadesamitran (Tamil), openly criticized British 

policies and exposed the injustices of colonial rule. 

• Spread National Consciousness: They published articles and editorials that 

fostered a sense of national identity among Indians, promoting the idea of a 

united India free from British control. 

• Mobilize Public Support: Nationalist newspapers played a vital role in 

mobilizing public support for independence movements by urging people to 

participate in protests, boycotts, and other forms of resistance. 

The Power of Many Languages: The Rise of the Vernacular Press 

Both the Anglo-Indian and Nationalist press recognized the importance of 
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reaching a wider audience. This led to the rise of the "vernacular press," newspapers 

published in regional languages like Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, and Telugu. The 

vernacular press: 

Broke the Language Barrier: It allowed Indians who couldn't understand English to 

stay informed and engaged in the fight for freedom. 

• Celebrated Local Cultures: These publications championed regional 

languages and traditions, strengthening regional identities and fostering a 

sense of pride separate from the British Raj. 

• Connected with the Masses: Newspapers in regional languages became 

powerful tools for local leaders to connect with people on a personal level, 

urging them to join the freedom struggle. 

Facing the Censor's Scrutiny: Challenges and Struggles 

The Anglo-Indian and Nationalist Press in India 

The story of Indian journalism during the British Raj is a tale of two voices the 

Anglo-Indian press and the Nationalist press. Both emerged in the 18th and 19th 

centuries, particularly in the bustling presidencies of Bombay (present-day Mumbai) 

and Madras (present-day Chennai). While their purposes differed, they both 

significantly shaped the field of journalism in India. . Contribution of Anglo-Indian 

and Nationalist Press to Journalism in India 

The history of journalism in India is marked by two distinct influences: the 

Anglo-Indian press (controlled by the British) and the Nationalist press (led by Indian 

freedom fighters and reformers). While the Anglo-Indian press introduced modern 

journalism, the Nationalist press played a crucial role in India's freedom movement. 

1. Contribution of the Anglo-Indian Press 

The Anglo-Indian press refers to newspapers and journals started by the 

British in India during colonial rule. These newspapers were primarily aimed at 

European settlers, officials, and businessmen. 

Key Contributions: 

A. Introduction of Printing & Modern Journalism 

❖ The first newspaper in India, Hickey’s Bengal Gazette (1780), was 

started by James Augustus Hicky. It introduced investigative journalism 
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but was banned by the British for criticizing East India Company 

officials. 

❖ Other newspapers like Calcutta Gazette, Madras Courier, and Bombay 

Gazette were government-controlled and focused on trade, policies, 

and administrative matters. 

B. Development of Newspaper Industry 

❖ Introduced English-language journalism and set up the first printing 

presses in India. 

❖ Standardized editorial practices, advertisement revenue models, and 

layout formats, influencing later Indian newspapers. 

❖ Brought Western-style reporting on issues like economy, politics, and 

administration. 

C. Support for British Policies 

❖ Newspapers like The Times of India (1838), The Statesman (1875), 

and The Pioneer (1865) defended British policies and criticized the 

Indian freedom movement. 

❖ Provided official viewpoints on governance, laws, and trade, helping 

the British consolidate control. 

D. Early Reporting on Social Issues 

❖ Covered famines, infrastructure projects, law reforms, and economic 

policies that shaped India’s colonial history. 

❖ While they rarely supported Indian demands, they set professional 

journalistic standards. 

❖ Impact: The Anglo-Indian press laid the foundation for modern 

journalism in India, introducing news reporting, editorial writing, and 

investigative journalism. 

2. Contribution of the Nationalist Press 

The Nationalist press emerged as a reaction against British rule and became 

the voice of the Indian freedom movement. Unlike the Anglo-Indian press, these 

newspapers: 

❖ Criticized colonial exploitation. 
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❖ Mobilized public opinion against British rule. 

❖ Promoted Swadeshi, self-rule, and social reforms. 

o Newspapers as Tools for Nationalism 

❖ Amrita Bazar Patrika (1868) – Started in Bengali but shifted to English 

overnight to escape the Vernacular Press Act (1878). It became a 

strong anti-British voice. 

❖ The Hindu (1878) – Opposed British policies and supported Indian 

National Congress (INC). 

❖ Kesari & Mahratta (1881) – Founded by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, these 

newspapers openly advocated Swaraj (self-rule). 

❖ Bande Mataram (1905) – Started by Aurobindo Ghosh, it encouraged 

armed revolution against British rule. 

❖ Young India & Harijan (by Mahatma Gandhi) – Promoted Satyagraha, 

non-violence, and social reforms. 

B. Role in Social Reforms 

❖ Newspapers like The Indian Mirror (by Keshub Chandra Sen) and 

Swadesamitran (Tamil) focused on education, caste abolition, and 

women’s rights. 

❖ Encouraged boycotts of British goods (Swadeshi movement) and 

supported Indian industries. 

C. Press & Revolutionary Movements 

❖ Secret newspapers like Yugantar and Sandhya (Bengali) promoted 

armed resistance against British rule. 

❖ Inspired Bhagat Singh, Subhash Chandra Bose, and revolutionaries 

through radical writings. 

D. Facing British Repression 

❖ British passed Press Acts (1878, 1910, 1931) to censor nationalist 

newspapers. 

❖ Many editors were imprisoned, and printing presses were seized. 

❖ Despite suppression, Indian newspapers continued their fight, playing a 

key role in Quit India Movement (1942). 
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❖ Impact: The Nationalist press created mass awareness, spread anti-

colonial sentiments, and helped in India's eventual independence 

(1947). 

Conclusion 

Aspect Anglo-Indian Press Nationalist Press 

Ownership British officials & businessmen Indian reformers & freedom fighters 

Purpose Support British rule & policies 
Oppose British rule & demand 

independence 

Examples 
The Times of India, The Statesman, 

The Pioneer 

Kesari, The Hindu, Amrita Bazar 

Patrika 

Impact 
Introduced modern journalism in 

India 

Used journalism as a weapon of 

freedom struggle 

 

While the Anglo-Indian press introduced journalism to India, the Nationalist 

press transformed it into a movement for independence. Both played key roles in 

shaping the history of Indian journalism 

 

The Anglo-Indian Press: A Bridge between Two Worlds 

The Anglo-Indian press catered primarily to the British community in India. 

Newspapers like the Bombay Herald (1789) and the Madras Courier (1785) were the 

pioneers. These publications served several key functions: 

• Information Hub: They provided Europeans with news from Britain, business 

updates, and information about local events in India. 

• Government Voice: The Anglo-Indian press often reflected the views of the 

British government, publishing official announcements and defending colonial 

policies. 

• Cultural Bridge: These newspapers attempted to bridge the cultural gap 

between the British and Indians by publishing articles on Indian customs, 

traditions, and languages. This limited understanding of Indian culture, 

however, often led to misinterpretations. 
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The Anglo-Indian press, despite its limitations, played a crucial role in the 

development of Indian journalism. It introduced new printing technologies, Both the 

Anglo-Indian and Nationalist press faced challenges from the British government: 

• Censorship: Laws like the Press Regulations of 1799 restricted the freedom 

of expression by requiring newspapers to get approval for their content before 

publishing. 

• The Vernacular Press Act (1878): This law specifically targeted newspapers 

in regional languages, seen as a bigger threat due to their wider reach. 

• Sedition Laws: Journalists who wrote against British rule faced charges of 

sedition, leading to imprisonment and fines. These restrictions forced both 

presses to be creative. The Anglo-Indian press, to maintain some credibility, 

occasionally criticized harsh colonial policies. The Nationalist press, 

meanwhile, resorted to satire, symbolism, and coded messages to bypass 

censorship. 

A Legacy of a Free Press: Enduring Impact 

Despite the challenges, both the Anglo-Indian and Nationalist press left a 

lasting impact on Indian journalism: 

• Professionalization: The Anglo-Indian press introduced new printing 

technologies and journalistic practices that later became the foundation for a 

professional Indian press. 

• National Identity: The Nationalist press played a crucial role in shaping 

India's national identity and its democratic values. 

• Freedom of Expression: Both presses, through their struggles against 

censorship, laid the groundwork for a free press in independent India. 

The Anglo-Indian and Nationalist press, though with different goals, played 

complementary roles in the development of Indian journalism. While the Anglo- 

Indian press provided a platform for information exchange and introduced new 

journalistic techniques, the Nationalist press became a powerful weapon in the 

coverage. 

E. Crisis and Disaster Reporting  

In times of natural disasters (earthquakes, floods, cyclones) or pandemics 
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(COVID-19), the press plays a role in spreading awareness and guiding people. 

F. Platform for Public Opinion  

Newspapers and digital platforms allow citizens to express their views through 

editorials, debates, and social media discussions. 

G. Boosting Economic & Technological Growth 

The press promotes entrepreneurship, innovation, and investment 

opportunities by covering startups, markets, and policies. 

2. Responsibilities of the Press in Modern India 

A. Ensuring Accuracy and Truthfulness 

❖ The press must verify facts before publishing to avoid misinformation. 

❖ Fake news and propaganda can mislead people, so responsible 

journalism is essential. 

B. Maintaining Objectivity and Neutrality  

❖ Media should report fairly without political or corporate influence. 

❖ Biased reporting can lead to communal tensions and misinformation. 

C. Protecting Freedom of Expression 

❖ While the press has freedom, it must follow ethical guidelines and legal 

boundaries (e.g., avoiding hate speech, defamation). 

❖ Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution guarantees freedom of 

speech and expression but also imposes reasonable restrictions. 

D. Ethical Journalism  

❖ Journalists must respect privacy, avoid sensationalism, and refrain 

from spreading communal hatred. 

❖ Responsible media should focus on constructive debates, not just 

TRP-driven news. 

E. Preventing Fake News and Cyber Manipulation  

❖ With the rise of social media, false information spreads quickly. 

❖ News agencies must fact-check before reporting and educate people 

on media literacy. 

3. Challenges Faced by the Press in Modern India 

❖ Political Pressure & Censorship – Some governments intimidate 
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journalists or restrict press freedom. 

❖ Corporate Influence – Big businesses control media ownership, 

affecting news coverage. 

❖ Fake News & Misinformation – Social media spreads unverified and 

misleading content. 

❖ Safety of Journalists – Journalists exposing corruption or crimes face 

threats and attacks. 

❖ Paid News & Sensationalism – Some media houses sell news for profit 

instead of reporting truthfully. 

4. Conclusion: The Way Forward 

The press in modern India must balance freedom with responsibility. It should: 

❖ Report facts accurately without bias. 

❖ Uphold democratic values and expose corruption. 

❖ Promote unity and social awareness instead of divisive narratives. 

❖ Use technology responsibly to counter fake new 

The Fourth Pillar: Informing and Empowering Citizens 

The press in modern India serves as the "fourth pillar" of democracy, 

alongside the legislature, judiciary, and executive. Its primary responsibility is to 

inform citizens about important issues: 

• News Dissemination: Newspapers, television channels, and online news 

platforms provide citizens with news about local, national, and international 

events. This empowers them to make informed decisions about their lives and 

participate actively in democratic processes. 

•  Investigative Journalism: A vital function of the press is investigative 

journalism, which uncovers corruption, exposes social injustices, and holds 

powerful people accountable. This helps citizens understand the workings of 

the government and society better. 

A Platform for Debate and Discussion 

The press is not just a source of information; it's also a platform for debate and 

discussion on critical issues: 

• Public Discourse: Newspapers and news channels host opinion pieces, 
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editorials, and talk shows featuring diverse viewpoints. This allows 

citizens to engage with different perspectives and form their own opinions on 

important issues. 

• Social Change: The press can be a powerful tool for social change. By 

highlighting social problems like poverty, discrimination, and environmental 

degradation, the press can put pressure on the government to address them. 

Challenges and Concerns: Navigating a Complex Landscape 

Despite its vital role, the press in modern India faces several challenges: 

• Media Concentration: Ownership of many media outlets is concentrated in 

the hands of a few powerful companies. This can lead to biased reporting and a 

lack of diverse perspectives. 

• Sensationalism: Some media outlets prioritize sensational headlines and 

stories over in-depth reporting. This can misinform the public and create 

unnecessary panic. 

• Fake News: The rise of social media has led to the spread of fake news and 

misinformation. The press has a responsibility to fact-check information and 

promote media literacy among citizens. 

Evolving Landscape: The Rise of Digital Media 

The Indian press landscape is constantly evolving, with the rise of digital 

media playing a significant role: 

• Accessibility: The internet has made news more accessible to a wider 

audience, particularly in remote areas. This allows for greater participation in 

public discourse. 

• Citizen Journalism: Social media platforms have empowered ordinary 

citizens to become reporters, sharing stories and experiences directly with the 

public. 

• New Challenges: However, digital media also presents new challenges like 

online harassment, hate speech, and the spread of misinformation. 

Responsibilities in the Digital Age: Upholding Journalistic Ethics 

In this digital age, the press has a renewed responsibility to uphold 

journalistic ethics: 
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• Fact-Checking: Verifying information before publishing is crucial to 

combatting fake news and maintaining public trust. 

• Objectivity: While expressing opinions is important, journalists should 

strive to present stories in a fair and balanced manner. 

• Accountability: The press should hold itself accountable to high ethical 

standards and be open to criticism. 

 

A Force for Progress in a Democratic Society 

The press in modern India plays a multifaceted and vital role. It informs, 

empowers, and gives voice to citizens. While challenges exist, the press continues to 

evolve, adapting to the digital age. By upholding journalistic ethics and prioritizing 

public service, the press can remain a crucial force for progress in a vibrant Indian 

democracy. 

 

Objective type questions on the growth of press and Indian independence movement: 
 
Growth of Press and Indian Independence Movement 
1. The growth of press in India was closely linked to: 
a) Indian independence movement 
b) British colonial rule 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
2. Newspapers played a significant role in: 
a) Spreading nationalist ideas 
b) Mobilizing public opinion 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
3. The press contributed to the Indian independence movement by: 
a) Raising awareness about British atrocities 
b) Promoting nationalist sentiment 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Role of Newspapers in Indian Freedom Struggle 
4. Newspapers like Kesari and Maratha were published by: 
a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
b) Lala Lajpat Rai 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

80 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
5. The role of newspapers in the Indian freedom struggle was: 
a) To promote British rule 
b) To spread nationalist ideas 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
6. Newspapers like The Hindu and Indian Express played a significant role in: 
a) Promoting nationalist sentiment 
b) Criticizing British rule 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Contribution of Anglo-Indian and Nationalist Press 
7. The Anglo-Indian press referred to: 
a) Newspapers published by British in India 
b) Newspapers published by Indians in English 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
8. The nationalist press contributed to the Indian freedom struggle by: 
a) Promoting nationalist ideas 
b) Mobilizing public opinion 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
9. Newspapers like Amrita Bazar Patrika and Bengalee were: 
a) Anglo-Indian newspapers 
b) Nationalist newspapers 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Role and Responsibility of Press in Modern India 
10. The press plays a significant role in modern India by: 
a) Holding those in power accountable 
b) Providing a platform for diverse voices 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
 
 
 
11. The responsibility of the press in modern India includes: 
a) Reporting accurately and fairly 
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b) Promoting national interest 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
12. The press in modern India faces challenges such as: 
a) Fake news and misinformation 
b) Censorship and government control 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Additional Questions 
13. The Indian press has played a crucial role in: 
a) Exposing corruption and scandals 
b) Promoting social and economic development 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
14. The freedom of the press is essential for: 
a) A healthy democracy 
b) Promoting national interest 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
15. The press has contributed to India's development by: 
a) Raising awareness about social issues 
b) Promoting national integration 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
More Questions 
16. Who was a prominent journalist and nationalist leader? 
a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
b) Lala Lajpat Rai 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
17. The press has played a significant role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
18. The Indian press has faced challenges such as: 
a) Government control and censorship 
b) Commercialization and sensationalism 
c) Both a and b 
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d) None of the above 
 
19. The role of the press in modern India is: 
a) To inform and educate the public 
b) To promote national interest 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
20. The press is essential for: 
a) A healthy democracy 
b) Promoting transparency and accountability 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Additional Questions 
21. The growth of the press in India was influenced by: 
a) Technological advancements 
b) Nationalist movement 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
22. The press has contributed to India's development by: 
a) Promoting education and awareness 
b) Supporting social and economic development 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
23. The role of the press in modern India includes: 
a) Providing a platform for diverse voices 
b) Holding those in power accountable 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
24. The press plays a crucial role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
25. The freedom of the press is essential for: 
a) A healthy democracy 
b) Promoting transparency and accountability 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
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 UNIT-III 

REGULATION OF THE PRESS 

This is a year in which many of the news headlines have been dominated by 

shocking stories about the very people who report the news. In the wake of the phone-

hacking scandal in the UK, journalists who are used to scrutinising and questioning 

the actions of others have found the searchlight shining in their direction. Some are 

likely to find it an uncomfortable experience. A public judicial inquiry under Lord 

Justice Leves on has been appointed to look into the culture, practices and ethics of 

the press and to make recommendations on “a new more effective policy and 

regulatory regime”. 

Carnegie U.K. Trust: 

The Carnegie UK Trust has a long-standing interest in the relationship 

between news media, civil society and healthy democracy. The Trust believe in the 

importance of robust and reliable news sources and that newspapers are an 

essential part of that landscape.If an overhaul of press regulation is to be one 

outcome of public concern over the conduct of some newspapers, then it is a task 

which must be approached with great care. Strong high-quality journalism is vital for 

holding the powerful to account and it is not in society’s interest to place new 

obstacles in its way. Equally, it is clear that there has been a loss of public 

confidence in the current regulatory arrangements and trust must now be restored. 

Government and the Press in India 

The relationship between the government and the press in India has been 

complex, balancing freedom of expression, regulation, and press responsibilities. 

While the press acts as a watchdog, the government ensures media ethics and 

national security through regulations. 

1. Role of the Government in Regulating the Press 
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A. Ensuring Press Freedom  

❖ Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution guarantees freedom of 

speech and expression, which includes press freedom. 

❖ However, reasonable restrictions exist under Article 19(2) to prevent: 

❖ Sedition or hate speech 

❖ Defamation 

❖ Threats to national security 

❖ Incitement to violence 

B. Press Regulation Laws & Bodies  

❖ Press Council of India (PCI) (1978) – A statutory body that maintains 

press ethics, fairness, and freedom. 

❖ Registrar of Newspapers for India (RNI) – Regulates newspaper 

registration. 

❖ Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 – Regulates TV 

content to prevent obscenity, communal disharmony, or misinformation. 

❖ Information Technology (IT) Rules, 2021 – Regulates digital media and 

social platforms. 

C. Censorship & Restrictions  

During emergencies or national security concerns, the government can restrict 

or censor media. 

Example: 

❖ Emergency (1975-77) – The press was heavily censored, and several 

newspapers were shut down. 

❖ Jammu & Kashmir (2019) – Internet and media restrictions were 

imposed for security reasons. 

2. The Press as a Watchdog Against the Government 

A. Exposing Corruption & Scandals  

❖ Investigative journalism has uncovered government scams and 

corruption. 

❖ Example: 

❖ Bofors Scandal (1980s) – Exposed defense corruption. 
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❖ 2G Spectrum Scam (2010s) – Brought to light government 

mismanagement. 

B. Reporting Policy Failures & Public Grievances  

The press highlights government failures, protests, and citizens’ issues, 

pressuring leaders to take action. 

 

Example: 

❖ COVID-19 crisis reporting exposed gaps in healthcare management. 

❖ Farmer protests (2020-21) gained national attention through media. 

❖ C. Media Trials & Political Influence  

❖ Sometimes, media houses show political bias, affecting fair reporting. 

❖ Sensationalized coverage leads to media trials, affecting judicial 

independence. 

❖ Example: Sushant Singh Rajput case (2020) – Excessive media 

coverage influenced public opinion and investigation. 

3. Challenges in Government-Press Relations 

❖ Political Interference & Censorship – Some governments try to control 

media narratives. 

❖ Fake News & Misinformation – Governments struggle to combat online 

propaganda. 

❖ Corporate Media Control – Big businesses influence press content. 

❖ Safety of Journalists – Reporters exposing government failures face 

threats and attacks 

4. Conclusion: Balancing Press Freedom & Regulation 

The press must remain free but responsible, while the government must allow 

journalistic independence without suppression. 

Way Forward 

❖ trengthen independent regulatory bodies like PCI. 

❖ Protect journalists from political pressure and threats. 

❖ Curb fake news while maintaining free speech. 

❖ Ensure government transparency through media access. 
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❖ A free but accountable press is essential for India’s democracy 

 

A free press and a Responsible press. 

It is our hope that there will be a wider and deeper engagement by citizens 

and civil society organisations in helping to secure a sustainable balance between a 

free press and a responsible press. This discussion paper is offered by the Carnegie 

UK Trust to support that process, by framing the key questions that we 
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believe must be addressed if the right path is to be found. The paper by the Trust is 

designed as a gateway to the debate and certainly not as any kind of a conclusion. In 

so far as any recommendations are made, these are largely on points of broad 

principle and should be regarded as indicative rather than definitive at this stage. 

Finally, it should not be forgotten that providing the right regulatory framework 

is only part of the solution in securing better news media in the digital age. There are 

also important issues in journalism education, in new technology and innovative 

business models and in widening public access to high-quality news. 

Press Regulation: Article 10 

The press has a unique position and role in a democracy, which makes it 

unlike any other industry that may be the subject of regulation. It plays an essential 

role in investigating, scrutinising and monitoring decision-makers and those in 

positions of power. Indeed, the content of newspapers is covered by the right of 

freedom of expression, under Article 10 of the European Convention of Human 

Rights. It is believed that the press must continue to have the freedom that it needs 

to carry out this vital role of holding individuals, organisations and governments to 

account on behalf of the public – and therefore the configuration of the new 

regulatory system will need careful consideration. 

At the same time, it is important to recognise that our society already imposes 

regulations upon the press in a number of perfectly appropriate and legitimate ways – 

including through criminal law, competition law, and civil law. Meanwhile, Article 10 

places restrictions on freedom of expression, and further restrictions are placed on 

the activities of the news media by Article 8 of the Convention, which covers the right 

to privacy. Much of the current debate about the future of press regulation focuses on 

the balance between the right to freedom of expression and the restrictions placed 

upon it by both Article 10 and Article 8. 

The phone hacking crisis provides a perfect illustration of the nature of these 

tensions, as it showed that elements of the press had been engaging in intrusive 

activities that they should not have been – but at the same time it was investigative 

journalism carried out by other publications that was critical in bringing these 

practices to light. 
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Issues in regulations 

The issue of who to regulate is not easily answered. The emergence and 

proliferation of new forms of digital and social media mean that it is now easier than 

ever for organisations and individuals to use online forums to comment analyse and 

report on issues that are of interest to them. Attempts to include digital publication 

with a regulatory regime could undermine the Internet’s capacity to provide a unique 

space for debate and discussion, and could seriously impair freedom of expression. 

On the other hand, failure to address digital publication could undermine regulation of 

the press, as this increasingly becomes the medium of choice for consumers of news 

journalism. 

A further issue in relation to who we are trying to regulate focuses on whether 

we aim to regulate individual journalists or editors and journalists. For example, 

would it make sense to have separate and specific regulatory requirements for 

newspaper proprietors, editors and journalists? And if so, does this simplify or 

complicate the question on regulating digital news 

Role of civil society 

Most of the public discourse and attention on the phone hacking crisis has centred on 

the methods by which the press have obtained – or sought to obtain  information. There 

appears to be a strong appetite to eradicate the most intrusive practices of news 

journalists. 

What is less clear is the extent to which there is a need, or desire, to strengthen the 

regulations regarding the content of the press. Tightening the regulation of content 

would be complex and may be undesirable, given the press role in investigating issues 

in the public interes 

The issues of methods and content cannot be easily disentangled in press 

regulation. The press has an unusual right to engage in otherwise prohibited activities in 

order to protect the public interest. They have a legitimate argument that the ends can 

justify the means. However, does there need to be a strengthening of the regulatory 

framework around the public interest test, including a greater role for civil society in 

determining the public interest? 
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Press and decision making: 

It is believed that the unique role of the press in holding decision-makers to 

account means that government’s role in regulating the press should be minimised. 

However, parliament could potentially play an important role in developing a statutory 

basis for regulation by requiring proprietors, editors and/or journalists to be members 

of a compulsory scheme. This may provide legitimacy for the regulatory body without 

requiring government involvement in its day-to- day operations. 

It is believed that industry expertise and knowledge should be at the heart of 

any new system of press regulation. However, on its own, this is unlikely to satisfy 

critics who see self regulation as inherently weak. The Trust believes that the answer 

lies with civil society. Civil society organisations could play a much greater role in the 

regulatory system, and engage with the regulatory body to ensure that regulations 

and interventions meet public expectations Options for 

increasing the citizen involvement in the regulatory system should also be 

considered. However, there are also ‘demand-side’ dynamics to this debate, and the 

press often argue that they are only providing what people wish to read. The citizens 

themselves must consider what influence they can and might exert over the content 

of news reporting. 

Any regulatory system has costs attached to it. There are significant 

competitive pressures on newspapers at the present time. Significant increases in 

costs to newspapers could impact on the sustainability of their businesses. On the 

other hand, it may not be desirable for the regulatory body to be funded wholly by 

government, and therefore not perceived as independent. We are clear, however, 

that it would not be desirable to cover the costs of additional regulation by imposing a 

fee upon citizens who wish to use the regulatory system. 

Model of Regulation 

A critical question is how any regulatory system might work in practice. The 

Press Complaints Commission currently operates on a predominantly ex- post, rules-

based model. 

One approach would be to strengthen the rules underpinning the process. A 
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new set of standards for regulating the press could be developed by engaging 

citizens and civil society to help explore tensions between methods and content. 

Some commentators have suggested strengthening the rules to match broadcasting 

rules on impartiality. The Trust believes very strongly that such a restriction should 

not be placed on the press as it would fundamentally undermine the right to freedom 

of expression. 

Citizen Access redress 

There is a perception that it is currently too difficult for people to get access to 

redress if they are unhappy about how the press has treated them. This is partly due 

to ‘inequalities of arms’ with few individuals able to match the legal expertise of 

newspaper owners. For this reason, it may be useful to explore the potential for an 

ombudsman arrangement with mediation options. These mechanisms are generally 

considered to be more accessible than courts and may be more investigative than 

the public perception of the current Press Complaints Commission. However, it is 

important that the positive features of the current system are retained within any new 

approach – and consideration would need to be given as to how any moves towards 

an ombudsman-style approach could be reconciled with a desire to increase citizen 

involvement in the new system. 

Enforce of regulations 

Whichever approach is chosen for achieving redress, it will only have an 

impact if it is able to apply appropriate sanctions to punish any identified breach of 

regulations. Financial penalties may help to discourage editors from undertaking 

prohibited activities. In addition, the regulator could be given powers to require 

newspapers to ensure that corrections and apologies receive the same prominence 

and position in the newspaper as the original article. A further issue for consideration 

is whether there should be any personal sanctions applied to individuals responsible 

for the regulatory breaches. However, there are complexities and challenges 

associated with each of these options, and these will require thorough analysis and 

investigation to identify viable solutions. 

Limits of regulation 

There are clearly limits to what any regulatory system can achieve. Some 
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activities are clearly illegal, and dealing with behaviour of this nature ultimately 

– and correctly – falls within the remit of the police and the courts rather than the 

regulator. There are other ways, alongside regulation, that businesses in any given 

industry can be encouraged to play by the rules – and these approaches and 

opportunities should be considered in tandem with the debates about a new 

regulatory regime. 

Our forthcoming report by Blair Jenkins, Carnegie Fellow, will examine the 

broader issues around the future of news, media and journalism. 

Recommendations for a new more effective policy and regulatory regime 

which supports the 1 Statement from the PCC on phone hacking; Press Complaints 

Commission; 6 July 2011 integrity and freedom of the press, the plurality of the 

media and its independence, including from Government, while encouraging the 

highest ethical and professional standards. 

Designing this new regime is arguably one of the most challenging and 

complex tasks facing the inquiry team. 

Carnegievk trust 

The Carnegie UK Trust has a long-standing interest in the relationship 

between the media, civil society and democracy. In March 2010, the Carnegie UK 

Trust published Making Good Society – the Final Report of the Commission of Inquiry 

into the Future of Civil Society in the UK and Ireland. This report identified media 

ownership and content as priority areas for action for civil society organisations and 

policy-makers, and highlighted three overarching values as being of particular 

significance to this agenda. These were: 

Freedom – the freedom of all parts of civil society to shape media content, 

including maximum freedom on the Internet. Pluralism – news media controlled by a 

wide range of different interests, with civil society involved in the ownership 

of media organisations. Integrity – news media that promote essential values such as 

honesty and accuracy. 

In order to strengthen the existence of these values within the media industry, our 

Commission of Inquiry called for action in the following areas: 

Improved transparency and accountability of news content. Protection of the free, 
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open and democratic space offered by the Internet. Exploration of new funding 

models for different types of local media news service. Greater financial and policy 

commitments from local and national governments and philanthropic organisations to 

grow sustainable local and community news provision . 

Following these recommendations, the Carnegie UK Trust appointed Blair 

Jenkins as a Carnegie Fellow in February 2011 to build on the work 3 Making Good 

Society; Carnegie UK Trust; 2010 3 Regulation of the press of the Commission, and 

investigate how better news services might be delivered in the UK in the digital age. 

In carrying out this work, the Trust recognises that citizens can now access news 

content from a wider range of sources than ever before, and we believe this is 

extremely beneficial. However, we also know that this means that the traditional 

players in the media industry are facing huge competition and cost pressures. As a 

result, we believe there is a need to examine how news media can continue to fulfil its 

essential role in delivering objective, investigative reporting that holds national and 

local decision-makers to account within this new and changing context. Structural, 

ethical, training and regulatory systems all should be reviewed to identify a viable 

way forward – and we believe the role that civil society might play within these 

systems should be central to the debate. A Carnegie UK Trust report on these 

issues, written by Blair Jenkins, will be published in late 20110. 

The discussion paper focuses on the specific questions involved in the 

construction of any new press regulatory system and the particular role that civil 

society might play in this system. The overall aim of the paper is to encourage a 

greater number of civil society organisations and groups to become involved in the 

debates about how the press might be regulated in the future. 

Press and civil society 

Civil society has to date had a relatively limited input to the discussions about 

how any new press regulation system might be configured – and we believe that this 

limited involvement has contributed to the rather narrow, and at times polarised, 

nature of the current debate. A dichotomy appears to be emerging between those 

who favour tough new regulations to control press behaviour and those who argue 

that any tightening of the system will impinge upon the freedom of the press and its 
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ability to monitor, investigate and scrutinise those who hold positions of power. It is 

believed that civil society has a valuable role to play in widening the parameters of 

this debate. 

The question of how the press should be regulated is a question of critical 

importance to democracy. Civil society is an essential complement to, and influence 

upon, the more formal institutions of democracy – and therefore we believe it should 

be at the heart of this debate. Furthermore, civil society organisations and groups 

have energy, expertise, knowledge, and breadth of opinions and perspectives to 

offer – and these attributes can play a vital role in helping to answer some of the 

complex and challenging questions involved in designing a new system for press 

regulation. 

This discussion paper therefore aims to explore some of the issues that we 

believe are likely to be of greatest interest and importance to civil society 

organisations wishing to engage with this important agenda. We hope that a broad 

spectrum of civil society organisations will consider these issues and seek to engage 

with the Leveson Inquiry and the various other processes and investigations that 

have been set up to examine these matters. At the same time, we hope that those 

involved in the public inquiry will take a proactive approach to engaging with civil 

society organisations and groups. 

To provide an exhaustive and detailed review of all of the issues involved in 

press regulation or to deliver a comprehensive analysis of the previous work carried 

out on this topic. We also do not seek to provide definitive answers and responses to 

the complex and challenging questions involved – a wide range of stakeholders must 

play a role in agreeing how these issues should be resolved. Finally, in contributing to 

this debate, we recognise and understand that the issues involved are inherently 

complex and that there are no easy resolutions. Indeed, the challenging nature of the 

questions to be considered perhaps explains why a general consensus on a way 

forward has not yet begun to emerge. 

Necessity of regulation 

A valuable starting point for a discussion about regulation of the press is to 

consider why regulation is necessary, in any market, in the first place. The Office of 
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Fair Trading states that there are essentially two main reasons why policy- makers 

might choose to intervene in any given market: to influence the outcomes that the 

market delivers, or to make the market work more effectively by promoting and 

protecting competition and choice4. 

Regulation represents one particular type of public policy intervention in a 

market, and there are generally two broad types of regulation that can be 

established. ‘Lifeline’ regulations protect consumers from harm and guarantee 

access to essential services. ‘Market-making’ regulations frame how a market 

operates and ensure that customers are able to choose from a range of different 

providers, services and prices . Given some of the complex issues involved in the 

debates about the regulation of the press, it is not clear whether this fits in neatly with 

either of these two categories. Nevertheless, we firmly believe that effective, 

necessary and proportionate regulation has a critical role to play in ensuring that any 

market works well for consumers, citizens, businesses and government. 

Five principles of good regulation 

But how do we define whether regulation is ‘effective’? In 1997, the UK Better 

Regulation Task Force set out the five principles of good regulation. These are still 

used by the Department of Business Innovation and Skills today, and they establish 

that regulation must be: Transparent – open, simple and easy for all to understand 

and use. Accountable – subject to scrutiny by the public. Consistent – fairly and 

accurately implemented. Targeted – focused on the nub of the problem. 

Proportionate – only implemented when necessary, appropriate to the nature and 

scale of harm that might be caused, and with costs clearly identified and minimised. 

The Carnegie UK Trust is supportive of these principles and we believe that 

they should play an important role in helping to underpin the thinking about what any 

new regulatory regime for the press should look like. 

The theoretical discussion provides a useful framework for considering how 

any future regulatory system for the press might be configured. However, there are 

also a range of more specific questions that we believe should be considered in 

some detail before any new system can be established – and civil society must play 

a central role in this debate. 
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Press regulation is a special case 

The first, absolutely critical point which must be taken into account, is that the 

press has a unique position and role in a democracy, which makes it unlike any other 

industry that may be the subject of a public policy intervention. It is the key channel 

through which politicians seek to provide information to citizens and build support for 

their policy positions and decisions. It also has an essential role to play in 

investigating, scrutinising and monitoring decision-makers and those in positions of 

power. It must hold these individuals to account on behalf of the public to ensure that 

power is not being abused and that the decisions made are in the public interest. 

Freedom of expression 

Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include 

freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without 

interference by a public authority and regardless of frontiers. This Article shall not 

prevent states from requiring the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema. The 

exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be 

subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by 

law and are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, 

territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the 

protection of health or morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of others, 

for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or for the 

maintaining of the authority and impartiality of the judiciary. 

Article 10 of the European Convention of Human Rights, set out in Box 1, 

provides the right of freedom of expression. It also establishes the restrictions that can 

legitimately be placed upon this right. The Article therefore enshrines the critical 

role that the press fulfils. We believe that Article 10 must act as the platform upon 

which any discussion about the future regulation of the press should be based. The 

aim of the discussion must be to maximise the freedoms outlined in part 1 of the 

Article, whilst at the same time identifying how the appropriate checks and balances 

can be used to ensure that the restrictions set out in part 2 are effectively and 

robustly upheld. 

In order for this to be achieved we believe that government should not be the 
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main player in any future regulatory system for the press. The campaigning 

organisation ‘Reporters Without Borders’ publishes a Press Freedom Index every 

year. In 2010, the UK had a very respectable ranking of 19th (just ahead of the USA) 

out of 178 countries for the freedom of its press . It is important that the new 

regulatory system enables the UK to maintain its ranking both in objective terms but 

equally crucial in terms of the trust the public has in it. Minimising the presence of 

government in any new system is a critical component of this. 

 

There are of course comprehensive statutory regulatory mechanisms in place 

for the broadcasting industry in the UK7 . That industry fulfils a similar function to the 

press in monitoring, questioning and scrutinising decision-makers. However, it is 

significant that whilst Article 10 of the European Convention specifically allows the 

licensing of broadcasting, it does not include the same provision in relation to the 

press. This suggests that there are some fundamental differences between the two. 

The Prime Minister David Cameron has argued that one of these differences is that 

there are a limited number of television channels, and therefore regulation of 

broadcasting is necessary to ensure that a small set of views does not crowd out 

other perspectives. In contrast, there are no restrictions on the number of 

newspapers and magazines that may be printed, and therefore there is no similar 

driver for regulating the press . 

Nevertheless, it is important to recognise that our society does already impose 

regulations upon the press in a number of perfectly appropriate and legitimate ways. 

It does this though criminal law, competition law, and civil law to name a few strands. 

For example, it is illegal for anyone, including the press, to publish information that is 

libellous or which may affect the outcome of a legal or judicial process – and the 

sanctions for breaching these laws can be draconian. Furthermore there are also 

laws that prohibit the use of certain practices, which could potentially be used by the 

press or others, to gather information. Phone hacking is one very obvious example of 

this. 

The debate, and this discussion paper, focuses upon how the behaviour of 

the press specifically – rather than society as a whole – might be regulated. This 
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encompasses issues such as the standards and codes of conduct that those 

operating in the industry should have to comply with, the lines of accountability and 

responsibility within the industry, the sanctions for wrongdoing, and the options for 

redress should the industry cause harm to an individual or an organisation. In these 

matters, we believe that there would be real dangers and risks if government were to 

be heavily involved in the ongoing monitoring and enforcement of the new system. 

Nonetheless, there will be a number of extremely difficult questions to address in 

striking the right balance between maximising press freedom and strengthening the 

regulatory system so that the legitimate restrictions upon freedom of expression are 

robustly upheld. 

Future Regulation of press 

The next crucial question, which must be approached in any debate about 

future regulation of the press, is to define exactly who it is who should be regulated. 

There are around 1,200 national, regional or local newspapers in the UK9 and the 

PCC regulates the vast majority of these. As well as regulating the printed material 

that these titles produce, the PCC has also, since 1997, regulated the online versions 

of these publications. 

A critical question that must be considered is how journalistic conduct and 

behaviour can be regulated in the digital era. The emergence and proliferation of new 

forms of digital and social media means that it is now easier than ever for 

organisations and individuals to use online forums to comment analyse and report on 

issues that are of interest to them. Approximately 30 million people in the UK can post 

content online via Facebook and around 12 million can do so via Twitte. Meanwhile, 

the PCC does not regulate readers’ personal comments on online newspaper sites 

as these are not deemed to be the responsibility of the newspaper’s editor. 

Consideration is needed as to whether there should be an attempt to include some of 

these digital journalistic outputs within any new regulatory framework. 

This is not an easy question to address. Serious thought will need to be given 

as to whether any moves in this direction would be in any way feasible or desirable. 

As the Commission of Inquiry into the Future of Civil Society in the UK and Ireland 

highlighted, one of the main attractions and benefits of the Internet is that it is 
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completely free, open and unregulated14. Attempts to include it within a new, tougher 

press regulation system could undermine its capacity to provide a unique space for 

debate and discussion, and could seriously impair freedom of expression. 

Meanwhile, defining the boundaries for where any regulation in this area 

might be set is extremely difficult. The PCC has highlighted previously that it might 

well be impossible to regulate the Internet in any meaningful way, even if this were 

desirable, given that the volume of content it provides is so vast, it changes so 

frequently and it transcends national borders. 
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Furthermore, wherever a regulatory boundary is set in this field, it is likely that 

people will find a new way of approaching the issue in order to remain outside of it. 

In light of these arguments, it seems that seeking to broaden the definition of the 

‘press’ to include a greater volume of digital content would be highly challenging and 

possibly deeply detrimental. 

Despite these major concerns, it is clear that there are significant implications 

in failing to tackle this issue effectively. More and more news content and comment 

is now being delivered through online channels, often for free. These channels are 

growing in significance and are likely to become a much more important source of 

news and opinion for many citizens over the next decade. The recent furore over 

super-injunctions, and the breaching of these through the social networking site 

Twitter, provides a perfect illustration of the pertinence of these issues. Therefore, 

there are clearly significant risks in establishing a substantial – and expensive – new 

press regulatory system that fails to consider the relevance and impact of online 

content. If the regulatory proposals that emerge from the present debate don’t 

address these issues in some way, then there is a danger that the new regulatory 

regime will become an anachronism almost before it has begun. 

A second element to the question of who should be regulated is to consider 

exactly which individuals in the press should be included within this regulatory 

framework. At present, the Editors’ Code of Practice states that. 

“It is the responsibility of editors and publishers to apply the Code to editorial 

material in both printed and online versions of publications. They should take care to 

ensure it is observed rigorously by all editorial staff and external contributors, 

including non-journalists.” 

In developing proposals for a new system, it may be useful to consider the 

different groups involved and whether different regulatory requirements should be 

devised for each. For example, would it make sense to have separate and specific 

regulatory requirements for newspaper proprietors, editors and journalists? This may 

help to give greater transparency and clarity about the roles and responsibilities of 

each of these different parties. However, there potentially is a risk that such 
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differentiation could make the system cumbersome and possibly confusing, both for 

those involved in the industry and for the public. 

‘Fit and proper person’ tests are applied in various industries, including 

broadcasting, to test whether people in positions of power and responsibility in a 

business should be holding such a position. Again, it may be useful to consider 

whether a similar mechanism could be applied in the newspaper industry – perhaps 

for proprietors, and/or for editors. Once again though, careful investigation and 

analysis would be required to assess what impact, if any, such a test might have 

upon the desire of providers to participate in the industry and upon the right to 

freedom of expression. 

The next issue that must be considered is which aspects of press activity we 

actually want to regulate, and whether and how the system needs to be strengthened 

to enable this. Most of the public discourse and attention on the phone hacking crisis 

has centred on the methods by which the press have obtained – or sought to obtain – 

information for their stories. There appears to be a strong appetite amongst both the 

public and politicians to ensure that certain methods are eradicated from the 

industry. This is welcome and important. 

What is far less clear is the extent to which there is a need, or desire, to strengthen 

regulations regarding the news content produced by the national printed press. 

There have been suggestions by some that any new regulatory framework should 

seek to take a tougher approach on issues of content, as well as on those of 

methods. Generally, however, this question has received less coverage and analysis 

in the furore around phone hacking than the debate about methods. This is 

significant as there is likely to be a much more diverse set of views about the need 

for additional regulation on content issues. 

Indeed, this question is central to the debate about how to maximise freedom 

of expression whilst ensuring that the legitimate restrictions upon this right are 

properly upheld. For example, there has been a great deal of debate in recent years 

about whether particular news stories, such as those focusing on the private lives of 

individuals who are in the public eye, should be deemed to be in the public interest 

and therefore worthy of coverage by the press. Concern has been expressed that at 
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present, this tension between Article 10 of the European Convention of Human 

Rights (The Right to Freedom of Expression), and Article 8 (The Right to Privacy) is 

essentially being resolved through court judgements in a series of individual cases – 

and that this threatens to undermine the regulatory system, and arguably represents a 

threat to press freedom. Many of those involved believe that it would be beneficial for 

a more systematic and consistent approach to be developed, and the Leveson 

Inquiry appears to offer an appropriate opportunity to resolve some of these 

tensions and hopefully identify a way forward that is a little clearer for all concerned. 

Despite the important distinction between content and methods, it is clearly 

impossible to completely separate the two debates. Unusually, the press has the 

right to engage in practices which would otherwise be prohibited, if the information 

that these practices uncovers is deemed to be in the public interest – as defined in 

the Editors’ Code of Practice used by the PCC and set out in Box 2 

Public Interest 

1. The public interest includes, but is not confined to: 

i) Detecting or exposing crime or serious impropriety. 

ii) Protecting public health and safety. 

iii) Preventing the public from being misled by an action or statement of an 

individual or organisation. 

2. There is a public interest in freedom of expression itself. 

3. Whenever the public interest is invoked, the PCC will require editors to 

demonstrate fully that they reasonably believed that publication, or journalistic 

activity undertaken with a view to publication, would be in the public interest. 

4. The PCC will consider the extent to which material is already in the public 

domain, or will become so. 

5. In cases involving children under 16, editors must demonstrate an exceptional 

public interest to over-ride the normally paramount interest of the child. 

In these carefully prescribed circumstances, the press can legitimately argue 

that the ends can justify the means. Given the critical role of the press in democracy, 

we believe it is vital that this unusual right that the press has to engage in otherwise 
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prohibited activities in order to protect the public interest is maintained in any new 

regulatory system. However, this is a complex and sensitive issue, and it is one that 

needs serious and detailed consideration. 

In particular, it is important to consider whether changes are needed to make 

the press more accountable when engaging in practices which are only permitted in 

certain circumstances. For example, might it be helpful to make the system more 

specific so that certain practices can only be used for some issues of 

public interest rather than all? Alternatively, could the regulator potentially play a role 

in ensuring that newspapers and magazines have sufficiently robust systems and 

procedures in place for using and approving those practices that are only permitted if 

the information they gather is deemed to be in the public interest? Each of these 

options, and the possible implications, could be explored – but careful analysis and 

consideration would be required in order to ensure that the correct balance was 

achieved, and that any new measure would not place prohibitive restrictions upon 

the ability of journalists to undertake legitimate subterfuge to expose criminal or 

corrupt activities. 

Reaction and Regulation – Press Laws in India 

The press in India enjoys considerable freedom, but it is also subject to government 

regulations and legal frameworks to prevent misuse. These laws aim to balance 

freedom of expression with national security, public order, and ethical journalism. 

1. Reaction to Press Freedom – Public and Government Perspectives 

A. Public Perception 

❖ The public views the press as a powerful voice for democracy and expects it 

to function independently and responsibly. 

❖ However, there is growing concern over sensationalism, fake news, and 

media bias, which sometimes lead to distrust in mainstream media. 

B. Government’s Approach 

❖ Governments support press freedom but also impose regulations to prevent 

defamation, incitement of violence, and misinformation. 

❖ While some laws protect journalistic rights, others curb press freedom under 

the pretext of national security or public order. 
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2. Key Press Laws in India – Regulations and Their Impact 

A. Press Council of India Act (1978)  

❖ Established the Press Council of India (PCI) as a watchdog to maintain press 

ethics and prevent unfair practices. 

❖ It has no punitive powers but can issue guidelines and reprimands. 

❖ Impact: Helps maintain ethical journalism, but critics argue that its powers are 

limited. 

B. Official Secrets Act (1923) 

❖ Prohibits the publication of classified government documents related to 

national security. 

❖ Journalists can be penalized for exposing sensitive information. 

❖ Impact: Ensures state security, but it has been misused to suppress 

investigative journalism. 

C. Defamation Laws (Indian Penal Code, Sections 499 & 500)  

❖ Criminalizes publishing false information that damages a person’s reputation. 

❖ Journalists can face legal action for defamatory reporting. 

❖ Example: Several media houses have been sued for defamation by 

politicians, celebrities, and businesses. 

D. The Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000  

❖ Regulates digital media, online news portals, and social media content. 

❖ The IT Rules (2021) added stricter guidelines for fake news monitoring and 

grievance redressal. 

❖ Impact: Helps tackle misinformation, but there are concerns over online 

censorship. 

E. Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995  

❖ Regulates TV news channels to prevent broadcasting content that disturbs 

public harmony. 

❖ The government can suspend or ban channels violating rules. 

❖ Example: Some news channels have faced temporary bans for airing 

communal or misleading content. 

❖ F. Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005  
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❖ Allows journalists and citizens to access government records, promoting 

transparency. 

❖ Widely used in investigative journalism to expose corruption and 

mismanagement. 

❖ Example: RTI inquiries played a crucial role in uncovering the 2G spectrum 

scam and Commonwealth Games scam. 

3. Challenges and Controversies in Press Regulation 

❖ Political Influence: Some governments try to control media narratives through 

pressure or funding. 

❖ Censorship vs. Free Speech: Striking a balance between press freedom and 

responsible reporting remains a challenge. 

❖ Digital Misinformation: The rise of fake news and propaganda on social media 

complicates regulation. 

4. Conclusion: Balancing Press Freedom and Regulation 

India’s press laws aim to protect democracy while ensuring responsible journalism. 

However, excessive regulation can lead to censorship, while lack of oversight can 

promote fake news. 

Way Forward: 

❖ Strengthen independent regulatory bodies like the PCI. 

❖ Prevent government overreach in media control. 

❖ Promote media literacy to counter misinformation. 

❖ Ensure transparent laws that uphold democratic values. 

❖ A free but accountable press is essential for a progressive and informed 

society  

Press in future 

The next key issue that must be considered is the challenging question of who 

should actually do the regulating. This question is at the heart of much of the debate 

about whether and how the press should be regulated in the future. As we set out 

above, we believe that given the unique role and function of the press in a 

democracy, there are serious risks in government having a strong role in the 

implementation, monitoring and enforcement of any new regulatory system. 
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However, the current regulatory model as deployed by the PCC, has clearly been 

damaged by the phone hacking crisis. A new approach therefore seems to be 

required. 

In developing any new approach, it is critical that the benefits of having the 

input of industry experts into the regulatory system are not lost. The Office of Fair 

Trading is clear that any industry is likely to have a greater sense of ownership of the 

rules and regulations which it must adhere to, and is more likely to accept these rules, 

if providers have some direct involvement in determining these and ensuring they are 

upheld. It is therefore vital to the success of any future press regulation system that the 

industry has a high degree of ownership and buy in to it. Newspaper proprietors, 

editors and journalists all have a legitimate interest in the regulatory system and 

should be involved in some way. It is certainly in the interests of good journalists and 

editors that everyone operating in the industry should adhere to the standards 

expected of them. Indeed, an independent review of the PCC’s governance 

structures recommended in 2010 that the industry should become more engaged with 

the regulatory system20, and we believe that industry expertise and knowledge 

should be at the heart of the new system. 

However, it is clear that the current arrangements need to be significantly 

strengthened and there are different ways in which this might be achieved. For 

example, one of the main differences between the PCC and regulators, such as 

Ofcom, Ofgem and the Financial Services Authority (FSA), is that membership of the 

PCC is voluntary. The PCC has no statutory basis; its existence and powers are 

determined by the newspapers it regulates. Newspapers are not obliged to join or 

adhere to its decisions – and indeed some major newspapers in the UK, such as the 

Daily Express, do not pay funds to the PCC and are not regulated by it. One option 

worthy of consideration going forward then may be to legally require all newspapers, 

magazines and other relevant publications to be part of the new regulatory regime. 

This would not involve government in the day-to-day running of the system, but it 

could give greater strength to an industry-led regulatory framework. 

Simply requiring the press to be part of the regulatory regime, however, may 

not be sufficient to satisfy the concerns of politicians and the public about how the 
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behaviour and conduct of some elements of the press can be improved. If any new 

system is to be successful, then it may be that the powers available to the regulator 

allowing it to take action against companies who breach regulations also require 

strengthening – again potentially through giving these a stronger 
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statutory footing. There is precedent of such an approach in other industries. For 

example, the Advertising Standards Authority is defined as a self-regulatory body. It is 

funded through a levy on advertising expenditure and has no legal powers itself – but 

it uses the Office of Fair Trading and Ofcom to provide a legal backstop, and these 

organisations do have statutory powers to take action against those in the industry 

who do not play by the rules. It should be considered whether a similar approach might 

help strengthen the self-regulatory regime for the press. 

Nevertheless, even if there were to be a new legal backstop, there would still 

be legitimate questions to be addressed about whether a regulatory regime run only 

by the industry would remain appropriate for the press in light of the phone hacking 

crisis – even although we are clear that the industry should be at the heart of any 

new system. This raises an important the question: if it is not desirable for 

government to play a greater role in the regulatory regime (and we are clear that it is 

not), then what other parties may be able to work alongside the industry and provide 

the necessary independence, scrutiny, checks and balances? 

It is believed press in democray that the answer lies with civil society. Given 

the critical role of the press in a democracy and the importance of a strong civil 

society as an essential part of the fabric of any democratic society, there appears to 

be significant potential for enhancing the links and relationships between the two. 

Civil society organisations could potentially play a far greater role in helping to 

ensure that the conduct of the newspaper industry meets public expectations, and in 

involving the public in discussions and debates about how the industry operates. 

Serious consideration should therefore be given as to how civil society organisations 

can be involved in any new regulatory regime. 

In addition, given the scale of the public outcry over the phone hacking issue, 

we believe that the potential for citizens to be more involved in the new regulatory 

regime should also be examined. The PCC states that it is independent because the 

majority of its commissioners are lay members. However, other options may exist for 

strengthening the citizen interest in the regulatory system in the future. There was 

widespread public anger when it became known that ordinary people in extremely 

vulnerable situations had been the victims of phone hacking. This anger – which was 
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expressed through digital media channels, print and broadcast media, and contact 

with elected representatives – was critical in changing the nature of the debate 

around phone hacking, and it played an important role in convincing political and 

industry leaders that they needed to take radical action to try to address the problem. 

Consideration should be given to how the energy and engagement that the public 

displayed in relation to phone hacking might be channelled into the new regulatory 

regime, so that the public as a whole plays a much greater role in helping to hold the 

press to account on an ongoing basis. 

However, in seeking to involve the citizen-interest in the debate, it is also fair 

to ask what responsibilities citizens have in relation to the press and what is 

reported. There are ‘demand-side’ aspects to this debate as well as the ‘supply- side’ 

aspects – as the press would argue that it only reports on what people want to read. 

Therefore, citizens must consider what influence they can and might exert over the 

content of news reporting. 

Regulation of press: 

It is critical to recognise that all types of regulation have costs attached to 

them. For example, it may be that regulations require businesses to establish new 

processes and procedures, which usually incur costs. There 12 Regulation of the 

press are also costs attached to the enforcement of regulation. Whilst businesses 

often have to pay these regulatory costs in the first instance, these costs are 

normally passed on to consumers through higher prices or to citizens through 

higher taxes. 

Financial pressures 

This is extremely relevant within any debate about the regulation of the press. 

The newspaper industry is facing significant financial pressures. Between 2004 and 

2009 the circulation of the ten largest national daily newspapers fell by 13%, whilst 

advertisers are increasingly looking at online marketing opportunities rather than 

using the print media23. A major increase in regulatory costs could therefore have a 

significant impact upon the sustainability of many news outlets, which could then 

have serious implications for the plurality of news provision and consequently for 

democracy. Given this situation, it is critical that any proposals for a new regulatory 
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regime for the press are fully measured and assessed, to examine how they would 

work in practice and ensure that there would be no unintended or detrimental 

consequences. 

The PCC is currently funded through a levy on the newspaper and magazine 

industry at a cost of just under £2 million per annum24. The PCC’s funding model is 

similar to that of the FSA, which is funded by financial institutions, and Ofgem, which 

is funded by the energy companies. However, the budgets of these two large 

regulators dwarf those of the PCC. In 2011/12, Ofgem’s budget is more than £40 

million25 whilst the FSA’s is more than £500 million26. Ofcom has a slightly different 

funding model in that it receives funding from the UK Government as well as through 

fees from the broadcasting and communications industry. Although its budget has 

been cut substantially this year, it still has funding of £115 million for 2011/12. 

Even allowing for the size and complexity of the markets that the FSA, Ofgem 

and Ofcom have to regulate, it is clear that the resources which these regulators 

have available to them enable them to carry out a far more extensive set of 

regulatory activities than those which the PCC is able to undertake with its much 

smaller budget. Thus, it is critical that any revision of the press regulatory regime 

includes a thorough assessment of the resource requirements of the new system, 

and ensures that the regulator is provided with the resources it needs to do the job. 

However, any increase in the scale and scope of press regulation would 

inevitably involve an increase in costs. As indicated above, such an increase could 

have a significant and negative effect upon the newspaper industry, and it may 

simply not be feasible to ask the industry to pay. 

If the industry is not able to fund the cost of any additional regulations, then 

other resources would need to be found. It is imperative that these resources are not 

generated by the introduction of fees for individuals and organisations who submit 

complaints about the industry to the regulator. One of the underpinning principles of 

the PCC is that it provides free access to redress for those who need it, therefore 

helping to offset the disparity of resources that often exists between citizens and the 

businesses that they might wish to complain about. It is critical that this principle of 

free access to the system for citizens is retained within the new regulatory regime. 
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Government might be able to provide some of the additional resources that 

may be needed, but given the current pressures on the public finances, it is likely that 

there would be serious questions attached to any moves in this direction. Asking the 

taxpayer to pay for this new regulatory regime may not be seen as a priority in the 

current financial climate. Meanwhile, given the critical importance of protecting the 

freedom of expression – and by extension the freedom of the Government might be 

able to provide some of the additional resources that may be needed, but given the 

current pressures on the public finances, it is likely that there would be serious 

questions attached to any moves in this direction. Asking the taxpayer to pay for this 

new regulatory regime may not be seen as a priority in the current financial climate. 

Meanwhile, given the critical importance of protecting the freedom of expression – 

and by extension the freedom of the press – it is also reasonable to ask whether 

public funding would be an appropriate method of paying for press regulation, if this 

were to in any way create a perception that government was somehow involved in 

the industry, which would clearly not be desirable. 

An alternative approach might be to consider how the regulatory model could 

be made self financing in some way. This might be done perhaps by imposing 

financial penalties if regulations are breached, and then using these monies to fund 

regulatory activities. However, there would potentially be a significant conflict of 

interest if the regulator’s funding were dependent upon it taking tough enforcement 

action against the industry. Another option could be for the regulator to offer some 

services that it might charge a fee for – but again there would be serious questions to 

consider around conflicts of interest, and in any case such an approach might only 

deliver very limited additional funds. 

Model of regulation 

In its 2009 report Themes and Trends in Regulatory Reform, the House of 

Commons Regulatory Reform Select Committee identified a number of distinct 

regulatory models. Each of these models could be applied in any new regulatory 

framework for the press, but there are clearly advantages and disadvantages of each 

approach, as set out in Table 1. 

The PCC generally takes a rules-based approach to regulation at present. 
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However, it will be important to consider the pros and cons of the different models 

described above and identify which approach is most appropriate for any future 

regulatory model. 

In addition to examining these different regulatory models, a further important 

issue for consideration is to assess whether these models should be applied 

reactively (ex-post) or proactively (ex-ante). The PCC is predominately based on an 

ex-post system, which aims to remedy problems after they have occurred. Exante 

systems in contrast are more anticipatory and seek to prevent problems from 

developing in the first place. As with the different regulatory models described in 

Table 1, there are clearly advantages and disadvantages of both ex-post and ex-

ante regulation – and those involved in designing a new regulatory system for the 

press will again have to weigh up these strengths and weaknesses in order to 

determine an appropriate way forward. 

Press required 

One way of approaching this issue may be to try and determine the standards 

that the press should be required to adhere to, and then identify which regulatory 

system best supports these. The PCC currently regulates the industry according to 

the Editors’ Code of Practice, which sets out the standards that the press is required 

to meet in the following areas 

• Accuracy 

• Opportunity for reply 

• Privacy 

• Harassment 

• Intrusion into grief or shock 

• Children 

• Children in sex cases 

• Hospitals 

• Reporting of crime 

• Clandestine devices and subterfuge 
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• Victims of sexual assault 

• Discrimination 

• Financial journalism 

• Confidential sources 

• Witness payments in criminal trials 

• Payment to criminals 

Whilst these are undoubtedly a useful and important set of standards, it is 

interesting to note that the Ofcom Broadcasting Code, which all broadcast 

programmes must adhere to, provides a far more detailed and prescriptive set of 

requirements. This greater detail arguably offers the public a greater level of 

protection, transparency and scrutiny than is available through the current PCC 

code. It may therefore be useful to consider whether the provisions set out in the 

Broadcasting Code could offer a suitable starting point for the creation of any new 

set of standards for regulating the press. However, a full and detailed review of the 

Broadcasting Code would clearly be required before this could be taken forward, to 

ensure that there would be no detrimental or unintended consequences – including 

any negative impact upon the freedom of expression. 

For example, one key point of difference is that the Broadcasting Code 

requires broadcasters to take an impartial stance on political issues. In the wake of 

the phone hacking crisis, some politicians have suggested there could be a similar 

requirement for the press. We believe very strongly that such a restriction should not 

be placed upon the press. One of the key features of the press is the opinions that 

they express, and this is of great importance to their readers – while any restriction to 

the political freedom of the press would fatally undermine the right to freedom of 

expression, as outlined earlier in this paper. On a separate note, serious 

consideration would also need to be given as to whether the provisions in the 

Broadcasting Code would allow sufficient scope for the press to engage in activities 

that would otherwise be prohibited if these activities uncovered information that was 

in the public interest, as this is also clearly of critical importance. 

Any regulatory system in any market is greatly undermined if there is not an 
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effective mechanism that can assess whether the rules and requirements of the 

system have been breached, and deliver redress for those who have been affected. 

However, at present, there appears to be a perception amongst politicians 

and the public that it is currently too difficult to take enforcement action against the 

press. For example, the PCC has been criticised in the past for not doing enough to 

investigate cases proactively, or to investigate cases that have been referred to it by 

a third party31. An independent review of the PCC’s governance arrangements 

concluded that there should be greater clarity about when and how the PCC could 

take action in different situations32, while a report by the Media Standards Trust 

recommended that the press regulator should be able receive complaints from any 

source, and should be able to investigate any potential breaches of the regulatory 

framework proactively, without the need for a complaint to be received. 

Consideration should be given as to what further changes might be required in 

order to smooth the path to redress for citizens and consumers. For example, in 

recent years independent ombudsmen have been established in many industries, 

including the property and legal professions, to investigate complaints against 

businesses and impose sanctions. The success of the ombudsman approach relies 

on citizens and consumers knowing that it is there, its processes being easy to 

understand and use, and the sanctions it is able to apply being binding and 

sufficiently tough to act as a deterrent. It should be recognised, however, that there 

may be particular challenges in reconciling an ombudsman- style approach with the 

desire to increase citizen involvement in the new system. The two do not necessarily 

sit easily together, as in an ombudsman system decisions rest with one individual, 

rather than a panel which balances different interests. Nevertheless, it may be a 

model that is worthy of consideration, particularly as ombudsmen often have a high 

public profile, and this profile can help to generate wider public and civil society 

engagement with an industry. 

In exploring this question about access to redress, it is of course vital that due 

consideration is given to what has worked well in the current system of regulation – 

as well as what has not – to ensure that these positive features, some of which are 

highlighted in Box 3 opposite, are retained in any new regime. 
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Three positive features of the present regulatory system 

1. In 2010, the PCC’s mediation service successfully resolved more than 500 

complaints. 

2. The PCC has a system for distributing desist notices, which can help 

vulnerable individuals to avoid unwanted approaches from the media. 

3. The PCC has a 24-hour emergency helpline for members of the public who are 

being harassed by a journalist or who need pre-publication advice. 

Alongside taking action to resolve a problem that has already occurred, it 

should also be considered whether and how any new press regulatory regime 

could use the lessons and information garnered from the redress process to help 

prevent these problems from recurring in the future. This might involve training 

and professional development for journalists and editors. This would of course 

move the system towards a stronger ex-ante approach, and may require 

additional resources – something that would need careful thought. 

An effective mechanism for achieving redress only has an impact if it is able to 

apply the appropriate sanctions to punish any breach in the regulatory system. 

The sanctions that could be applied must be sufficient to act as a deterrent to 

breaking the rules. In practice, this usually means that there must be significant 

financial or reputational risks attached to any failure to comply with the regulatory 

regime. 

At present, however there is again a perception in some quarters that the 

sanctions which the press receives if it breaches the Editors’ Code of Conduct are 

not sufficient to deter particular types of behaviour35. A key issue for discussion 

must therefore be to consider the type and scale of sanctions that might be 

required in any new regulatory regime. 

For example, if there were financial penalties for regulatory breaches, then 

this may well help to discourage newspapers from undertaking activities that were 

prohibited. There is precedent for this type of sanction in other markets, including 

broadcasting and financial services. However, it should be noted that the PCC 

has suggested in the past that statutory For example, if there were financial 

penalties for regulatory breaches, then this may well help to discourage 
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newspapers from undertaking activities that were prohibited. There is precedent 

for this type of sanction in other markets, including broadcasting and financial 

services. However, it should be noted that the PCC has suggested in the past that 

statutory regulation would probably be required in order to implement any system 

of fines36. This would therefore need careful consideration. 

Another potential option might be to require newspapers to ensure that 

corrections and apologies for erroneous articles received the same prominence 

and position in the newspaper as the original, incorrect article. This would create 

a significant reputational risk for a newspaper in printing an article that was then 

found to be erroneous. Given the increasing competition that newspapers are 

facing from online news providers, their reputation, and the trust that readers 

have in them, is one of their most valuable assets. Therefore any sanction such as 

this, which may undermine their reputation in some way, may be seen as a 

significant deterrent. 

In addition, following on from the questions highlighted above about the 

role of different groups within the press, consideration could also be given to the 

type of personal sanctions that might be applied to individuals responsible for 

regulatory breaches. What sanctions might be applied to proprietors, editors and 

journalists? Might they be required to leave their publication, or suspended from 

working in the industry for a set period of time? Again there is precedent for such 

an approach in other professions, such as the medical profession or teaching. 

However, as described previously, the growing provision of news content in the 

digital age means that such a sanction may be very difficult to apply and enforce 

in any meaningful way. 

All of these options need careful thought and consideration. At the same 

time, it is critical to balance these possibilities with the need to ensure that any 

penalties that may be applied are fair and proportionate – as it is critical that any 

new approach does not deter good journalists from pursuing leads and stories 

which may be challenging, but where there is a clear public interest at stake. It is 

therefore essential that the new regulatory regime recognises and understands 

the significant risks involved for the press in covering and reporting on 
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particular stories – as this is a vital function of the press in any democratic 

society. 

Limitations of regulation: 

It is important that any debate about regulatory models and approaches, in 

whatever industry, recognises the limits of regulation. Some activities are clearly 

illegal and if people are prepared to act outside of the law then there are limitations 

upon the extent to which any regulatory framework can prevent this. Any such 

behaviour correctly falls within the remit of the police and the courts. 

Given these points, it is essential to consider the different ways in which 

regulatory standards might be promoted, achieved and upheld. Whilst tougher 

penalties can undoubtedly play a role in ensuring compliance, it should not be 

assumed that this is the only way in which regulatory standards can be met. In any 

industry, the fear of the punishments that might be handed down through strong 

enforcement mechanisms is undoubtedly what ensures that some businesses 

adhere to the standards that are required. But businesses are also likely to meet these 

standards because there is a common belief that these represent the ‘right’ way to 

behave and it is the industry norm not to violate these. Intrusive practices, such as 

phone hacking, can emerge because they are an effective way of gathering 

information that might give a reporter a competitive advantage within the newsroom, 

and give a newspaper a competitive advantage over its rivals. Such practices may 

thrive because of the incredible pressures that currently exist in the newspaper 

industry due to declining circulations and the 24/7 news agenda; if there is a culture 

of acceptance surrounding them; and because there may be a lack of awareness 

and understanding of alternative, more ethical approaches of obtaining information. 

Therefore, while regulation clearly has a vital role, it may be very difficult to 

completely eradicate some of the issues that have emerged 18 Regulation of the 

press through the phone hacking crisis unless there is also an attempt to 

systematically address some of the factors that appear to have contributed to the 

emergence of these activities in the first place. Within this context, it should be 

understood that regulation is only one of a range of options available to public 

policymakers wishing to intervene in any market. Other solutions may be available to 
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help achieve the desired results. For example, the Office of Fair Trading has 

suggested that alongside, or even instead of, regulation in any given market, 

governments may consider whether they can: 

Use taxes and subsidies to incentivise particular activities and behaviours 

amongst both customers and businesses; run information campaigns to influence the 

actions of consumers and businesses; design public procurement processes to help 

drive particular behaviours and approaches; or provide goods and services directly. 

Clearly there are significant limitations in the extent to which any of these 

options could be applicable or appropriate to the national newspaper market. For 

example, no one seriously believes that it would be desirable for the government to 

directly provide a national daily newspaper. 

However, the broader point remains relevant – that stronger regulation is 

potentially only one of a package of interventions that could be used to help ensure 

we have access to a plural, ethical and sustainable national press. It is therefore 

important that the full range of possible approaches that might be used in order to 

achieve this overall goal are properly investigated and explored. Thus issues such as 

improved training for journalists, new funding models for the provision of news 

content, the promotion of kite marks, and the development of a more coherent and 

sophisticated understanding of the opportunities and risks presented by new digital 

technologies should be considered, alongside the deliberations about the potential 

for a new regulatory regime. 

This paper is not intended to provide an exhaustive review of all of the different 

questions involved in regulating the press, or to present a detailed examination of all 

of the evidence that already exists in relation to these key questions. This is a highly 

complex and challenging debate and we do not seek to provide definitive answers to 

the issues involved – a wide range of different parties must play a role in identifying 

an appropriate way forward. However, we hope that by outlining the key questions 

and issues civil society organisations will be encouraged to play their part in this vital 

debate – as their input is essential to identifying a viable and balanced set of 

solutions. 

Government and the Press: Reaction and Regulation – Press Laws in India 
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The relationship between the government and the press in India is shaped by the 

need to balance freedom of speech with national security, public order, and ethical 

journalism. The press acts as a watchdog of democracy, while the government 

regulates and monitors it through various laws and policies. 

1. Government's Reaction to Press Freedom 

A. Protection of Press Freedom 

❖ Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution guarantees freedom of speech and 

expression, which includes press freedom. 

❖ However, reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2) allow the government to 

limit press freedom in cases of: 

❖ National security threats 

❖ Hate speech and defamation 

❖ Public order concerns 

❖ Contempt of court 

B. Government Control and Censorship 

❖ Emergency (1975-77): The press was heavily censored, with newspapers 

requiring pre-approval from the government before publication. 

❖ Internet and social media restrictions: In cases of political unrest or protests, 

the government sometimes restricts internet access (e.g., Jammu & Kashmir, 

2019). 

C. Political Influence on Media 

❖ Corporate ownership and government pressure sometimes lead to biased 

reporting in favor of ruling parties. 

❖ Journalists facing threats: Many journalists reporting on government failures or 

corruption face intimidation. 

2. Press Laws in India: Regulation and Control 

India has several laws that regulate newspapers, digital media, and broadcasting. 

These laws ensure responsible journalism but can also be used to curb dissent. 

A. The Press Council of India Act (1978)  

❖ Established the Press Council of India (PCI) to maintain press ethics and 

prevent unfair practices. 
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❖ The PCI cannot penalize media houses but can warn, reprimand, or guide 

them. 

❖ Impact: 

❖ Ensures ethical journalism 

❖ Lacks punitive powers to take action against violations 

B. Official Secrets Act (1923)  

❖ Prohibits the publication of classified government information. 

❖ Journalists can be punished for exposing sensitive security matters. 

❖ Example: 

❖ Used against journalists covering defense deals and government policies. 

❖ Impact: 

❖ Protects national security 

❖ Used to suppress investigative journalism 

C. Defamation Laws (Indian Penal Code, Sections 499 & 500)  

❖ Criminalizes publishing false information that harms an individual’s reputation. 

❖ Journalists can be sued or jailed for defamation. 

❖ Example: 

❖ Many politicians and business leaders file defamation cases against 

newspapers and TV channels. 

❖ Impact: 

❖ Protects individual reputation 

❖ Often misused to silence critical journalism 

 

D. The Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000 & IT Rules, 2021  

❖ Regulates digital news platforms, social media, and online content. 

❖ IT Rules (2021) require digital news sites to self-regulate and follow a 

grievance redressal system. 

❖ Example: 

❖ Government action against misleading COVID-19 news on social media. 

❖ Impact: 

❖ Helps tackle fake news 
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❖ Raises concerns over online censorship 

E. Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 

❖ Regulates TV news channels to prevent the broadcast of harmful content. 

❖ The government can suspend or ban channels violating guidelines. 

❖ Example: 

❖ Some TV channels have been temporarily banned for airing communal or fake 

news. 

❖ Impact: 

❖ Controls irresponsible broadcasting 

❖ Can be misused to target independent media 

F. Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005  

❖ Empowers journalists and citizens to access government records. 

❖ Used for investigative journalism to expose corruption and policy failures. 

❖ Example: 

❖ RTI helped reveal the 2G spectrum scam, coal scam, and Commonwealth 

Games scam. 

❖ Impact: 

❖ Promotes transparency in governance 

❖ Sometimes, RTI activists and journalists face threats 

3. Challenges in Press Regulation 

❖ Political Censorship: Some governments try to control media narratives 

through laws and financial influence. 

❖ Fake News and Misinformation: Regulating false or misleading content while 

protecting free speech is difficult. 

❖ Corporate Ownership: Large business houses own major media outlets, 

affecting independent journalism. 

❖ Journalist Safety: Reporters investigating government corruption or human 

rights issues face threats, legal cases, or violence. 

4. Conclusion: The Need for a Balanced Approach 

India’s press laws aim to regulate media while ensuring journalistic freedom. 

However, misuse of laws for censorship or political gains is a serious concern. 
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Way Forward: 

❖ Strengthen independent regulatory bodies like PCI. 

❖ Protect journalists from threats and political influence. 

❖ Curb fake news while avoiding over-regulation. 

❖ Ensure greater transparency in press-government relations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objective type questions on Indian Government and the press: 
 
Indian Government and the Press 
1. The Indian government has regulated the press through: 
a) Laws and regulations 
b) Censorship 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
2. The Press and Registration of Books Act was enacted in: 
a) 1867 
b) 1878 
c) 1910 
d) None of the above 
 
3. The Indian government has used laws such as: 
a) Sedition laws 
b) Official Secrets Act 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Press Laws 
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4. The Press (Emergency Powers) Act was enacted in: 
a) 1931 
b) 1935 
c) 1942 
d) None of the above 
 
5. The Act that requires registration of newspapers and periodicals is: 
a) Press and Registration of Books Act 
b) Press Council Act 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
6. The Press Council of India was established to: 
a) Regulate the press 
b) Promote freedom of the press 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Government Regulation 
7. The Indian government has imposed censorship on the press during: 
a) Emergency periods 
b) Wartime 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
8. The government can regulate the press through: 
a) Laws and regulations 
b) Licensing and registration 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
9. The press in India is subject to: 
a) Constitutional limitations 
b) Statutory limitations 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
Freedom of the Press 
10. The freedom of the press is guaranteed by: 
a) The Constitution of India 
b) Press laws and regulations 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
11. The press in India has the right to: 
a) Freedom of expression 
b) Criticize the government 
c) Both a and b 
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d) None of the above 
 
12. The government can restrict the freedom of the press in: 
a) The interest of national security 
b) Public order and morality 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Additional Questions 
13. The Press Council of India is responsible for: 
a) Regulating the press 
b) Promoting journalistic standards 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
14. The Indian government has used laws to: 
a) Suppress dissenting voices 
b) Regulate the press 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
15. The press in India is subject to: 
a) Government control 
b) Self-regulation 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
More Questions 
16. The Indian government has enacted laws to: 
a) Regulate the press 
b) Promote freedom of the press 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
17. The press laws in India have been criticized for: 
a) Being too restrictive 
b) Infringing on freedom of the press 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
18. The Press and Registration of Books Act requires: 
a) Registration of newspapers and periodicals 
b) Licensing of journalists 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
19. The Indian government has used censorship to: 
a) Suppress dissenting voices 
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b) Maintain national security 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
20. The freedom of the press is essential for: 
a) A healthy democracy 
b) Promoting transparency and accountability 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Last Set of Questions 
21. The Press Council of India has the power to: 
a) Regulate the press 
b) Investigate complaints against the press 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
22. The Indian government has imposed restrictions on the press during: 
a) Emergency periods 
b) Wartime 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
23. The press laws in India have been amended to: 
a) Make them more restrictive 
b) Promote freedom of the press 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
24. The Indian government has used laws to: 
a) Regulate the press 
b) Suppress dissenting voices 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
25. The freedom of the press is a fundamental right: 
a) Guaranteed by the Constitution 
b) Subject to reasonable restrictions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
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UNIT IV 

CONTRIBUTION OF EMINENT PERSONALITIES TO INDIAN JOURNALISM 

Indian journalism has a rich history, deeply intertwined with the country's fight 

for independence and social progress. Eminent personalities have played a crucial 

role in shaping this narrative, using the power of the press to inform, inspire, and 

advocate for change. 

Early Torchbearers: The Seeds of Nationalism (18th-19th Century 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833): A social reformer and journalist, Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy is considered the "Father of Modern India." He founded influential 

publications like the Bengal Gazette (1816) and the Persian language Sambad 

Kaumudi (1822). Through his writing, Roy championed social causes like abolishing 

Sati (widow burning) and advocated for western education. His journalism played a 

key role in igniting public discourse and social reform movements. 

James Silk Buckingham (1786-1855): An Englishman who became a champion of 

press freedom in India. Buckingham edited the Calcutta Journal (1818) and fearlessly 

criticized the British Raj's policies. He faced government repression for his writing, but 

his courage inspired Indian journalists to fight for an independent press. 

Nationalist Leaders: The Voice of Freedom (19th-20th Century) 

Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948): The preeminent leader of India's independence 

movement, Gandhi recognized the power of journalism. He founded newspapers like 

Indian Opinion (1903) in South Africa and Harijan (1933) in India. Gandhi used his 

publications to spread his message of non- violent resistance and social justice. His 

simple and clear writing style resonated with millions, making him a powerful voice for 

freedom. 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1856-1920): A prominent leader in the Indian 

independence movement, Tilak edited influential newspapers like Kesari 2 (1881). 

His writings were known for their nationalistic fervor and criticism of British rule. 

Tilak coined the popular slogan "Swaraj is my birthright, and 1 shall have it" (Swaraj 

meaning self-rule), which galvanized the freedom struggle. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (1865-1928): Another prominent leader in the independence 

movement, Lajpat Rai edited newspapers like Arya Gazette (1886) and Bande 
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Mataram (1906). His writings advocated for self-reliance and social reform, inspiring 

many to join the freedom struggle. 

Women Pioneers: Breaking Barriers (19th - 20th Century) 

Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hussain (1880-1932): A Bengali Muslim writer and 

reformer, Begum Rokeya challenged societal norms through her writings. She edited 

the women's magazine "Sulat-un-Nisa" (1903) advocating for female education and 

women's rights. Her work paved the way for future generations of women journalists. 

Sarojini Naidu (1879-1949): A renowned poet and freedom fighter, Sarojini Naidu 

actively participated in the independence movement. She contributed articles to 

various newspapers and journals, using her powerful writing to advocate for Indian 

independence and women's empowerment. 

Post-Independence: Expanding Horizons (20th Century - Present) 

C. Rajagopalachari (1878-1972): India's first Governor-General, C. Rajagopalachari, 

also known as Rajaji, was a prolific writer and journalist. He founded the newspaper 

"Swatantra" (1956) and used it to promote social and political reforms. Rajaji's 

writing played a crucial role in shaping public discourse in independent India. 

Nikhil Kumar (1920-2006): A renowned editor and journalist, Nikhil Kumar is known 

for his work with The Times of India. He championed investigative journalism and 

exposed corruption in high places. Kumar's dedication to ethical journalism set a high 

standard for the profession in India. 

Punya Prasun Bajpai (1948-Present): A veteran journalist and editor, Punya Prasun 

Bajpai is known for his insightful commentary on political and social issues. His writing 

has appeared in leading newspapers and magazines, providing critical analysis of 

contemporary India. Bajpai's work continues to inspire a generation of journalists. 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak, also known as Lokmanya Tilak (meaning " revered man 

of the people"), was a towering figure in India's freedom struggle. Beyond his political 

activism, Tilak's lasting impact lies in his powerful use of journalism as a weapon 

against British rule. This essay explores Tilak's contributions to Indian journalism, 

highlighting his purpose, methods, and lasting influence. 

The Firebrand with a Printing Press (1880s): 
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Tilak understood the immense power of the press to shape public opinion. In 

1880, at the young age of 24, he co-founded two newspapers Kesari ("The Lion") in 

Marathi and Mahratta in English. These publications became Tilak's platform to 

challenge British authority and ignite the flames of nationalism. 

Purpose: Lighting the Torch of Swaraj (Self-Rule) 

Tilak's primary purpose in journalism was to awaken the national 

consciousness of Indians. He believed that self-rule, or Swaraj, was the only path to 

true progress. Through his newspapers, he aimed to: 

Spread awareness: Tilak used clear and forceful language to educate Indians 

about their history, culture, and rights. He exposed the negative aspects of 

British rule, such as poverty and exploitation. 

Inspire Action: Tilak's writing was passionate and often fiery. He used strong 

words to rouse public anger against British policies and inspire Indians to fight 

for their freedom. 

Promote Unity: India, at the time, was a land of diverse religions and 

languages. Tilak, through his bilingual publications, aimed to bridge these 

divides and foster a sense of national unity. 

Methods: The Roar of the Press (1880s - 1920s) 

Tilak's methods of journalism were bold and innovative for his time. Here are 

some key aspects: 

Fearless Criticism: Tilak did not shy away from criticizing the British Raj. He 

exposed their injustices and questioned their legitimacy to rule India. This 

fearless approach earned him the wrath of the British government, who 

imprisoned him on multiple occasions. 

Simple and Direct Language: Tilak understood the importance of reaching a 

wide audience. He wrote in a clear and simple style, using language that 

resonated with common people. This made his message accessible to millions 

of Indians. 

Nationalist Symbols and Slogans: Tilak skillfully used powerful symbols and 

slogans to connect with the emotions of the people. He popularized the slogan 

"Swaraj is my birthright, and I shall have it," which became a rallying cry for the 
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freedom movement. 

 

 

Impact: A Legacy That Endures (1920s - Present): 

Tilak's contribution to Indian journalism is undeniable. His impact can be seen 

in several ways: 

Empowering the Masses: Tilak's writing empowered ordinary Indians by 

making them feel like participants in the fight for freedom. He gave them a 

voice and a platform to express their grievances. 

Inspiring Future Generations: Tilak's legacy inspired countless future 

journalists and freedom fighters. His commitment to truth and justice set a high 

standard for Indian journalism. 

Shaping Nationalist Discourse: Tilak's publications played a major role in 

shaping the discourse of Indian nationalism. His ideas of self-reliance, cultural 

pride, and resistance to British rule resonated with the masses. 

Kesari's Roar Continues: 

Even today, Kesari continues to be published, a testament to the enduring 

legacy of Tilak's journalism. His newspapers not only spread a message but 

also helped establish Marathi journalism as a powerful force. 

More Than Just a Journalist 

While Tilak was a multifaceted leader - a social reformer, lawyer, and 

politician - his contribution as a journalist stands out. He used the power of the 

press not just to inform, but to transform. Tilak's legacy reminds us of the 

crucial role journalism can play in national awakening and the fight for freedom. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, the Mahatma (meaning "high-souled"), 

needs no introduction as the leader of India's independence movement. However, 

beyond the marches and non-violent protests, Gandhi wielded another powerful tool: 

journalism. This essay explores Gandhi's significant contributions to Indian 

journalism, highlighting his purpose, methods, and lasting influence in vision and 

conflicts with the newspaper's owners led Iyer to leave The Hindu in 1898. However, 
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this setback only fueled his determination. 

Swadesamitran: The Tamil Voice (1882): Even before leaving The Hindu, lyer 

recognized the need for a powerful Tamil newspaper. Swadesamitran was born, 

becoming the first daily newspaper in the Tamil language. 

Language of the People: Writing primarily in Tamil ensured lyer's message reached 

a wider audience. His style was engaging, often infused with wit and passion, 

drawing people into the most important discussions of the time. 

Impact: A Legacy on Multiple Fronts 

G. Subramaniya Iyer's impact on society was significant and multifaceted: 

 

Empowering Tamils: Swadesamitran became a vital platform for Tamil voices. It 

played a crucial role in fueling nationalist sentiment and inspiring Tamils to 

participate in the struggle for freedom. 

Championing Social Justice: Iyer's relentless attacks on caste discrimination, 

advocacy for women's rights, and championing of social reform movements through 

his writing challenged traditional practices and promoted a more egalitarian society. 

Elevating Tamil Language: Swadesamitran became a showcase for Tamil literature 

and thought. It provided a space for writers and scholars to express themselves and 

revitalize Tamil culture. 

Nurturing Future Giants: lyer mentored numerous younger journalists, including the 

legendary poet and freedom fighter Subramania Bharati. 

Criticism, Conflict, and the Price of Progress 

lyer was not without his detractors. His strong positions and sometimes 

confrontational style earned him enemies. The British government persecuted him, 

jailing him for his writings. However, this only hardened his resolve. His health 

suffered in later years due to the strain of his work and imprisonment. 

The Power of Truth and Progress 

G. Subramaniya Iyer is remembered not only for his contributions to Tamil 

journalism but as a multi-faceted reformer whose legacy continues. He demonstrated 

that journalism could be a tool for social change, a voice for the voiceless, and a 

powerful weapon in the fight for India's freedom. His dedication to truth, courage in 
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the face of oppression, and love for his language and its people, make him an 

inspiration for journalists and activists even today. 

4.5 Contribution of eminent personalities to Tamil Journalism 

Tamil journalism has a rich history intertwined with the fight for social justice, 

language preservation, and political movements. Here's a breakdown of some key 

figures and their contributions to this legacy: 

Early Pioneers (18th 19th century): 

G. Subramaniya lyer (1855-1916): Founder of "The Hindu' and the first Tamil 

daily newspaper 'Swadesamitran.' Fiercely critical of the British Raj, ignited 

nationalist sentiment, and advocated for social reforms. 

Social Reformers and Freedom Fighters (19th-20th century): 

Periyar E. V. Ramasamy (1879-1973): A radical thinker who used publications like 

'Kudi Arasu' and 'Revolt' to attack caste discrimination, champion women's rights, 

and challenge religious orthodoxy. His provocative writings ignited social 

debates. 

S.P. Aditanar (1907-1981): Founder of 'Dina Thanthi' newspaper, which 

revolutionized Tamil media with simplified language and bold visuals. Championed 

Tamil linguistic rights and promoted social justice. 

M. Karunanidhi (1924-2018): A titan of both Tamil literature and politics, his 

'Murasoli' newspaper became the voice of the Dravidian movement. Used sharp wit 

and dramatic flair to advance social reform and DMK political power. 

'Bharathiar' Subramania Bharati (1882-1921): A legendary poet and freedom 

fighter whose writings inspired countless Tamils. His journalism ignited patriotic fervor 

and challenged social inequalities. 

Periyar 

E.V. Ramasamy (1879-1973), popularly known as Periyar (meaning "great 

one" or "respected elder"), was a radical social reformer, champion of social justice, 

and a fierce critic of orthodox Hinduism and the caste system. His impact on Tamil 

society was profound, and his legacy lives on not only through his activism but also 

through his significant contributions to Tamil journalism. 

Purpose: Weaponizing the Press for Revolution 
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Periyar understood the power of the press to shape opinions, mobilize the masses, 

and challenge the status quo. He saw journalism as a vital tool in his larger mission 

of transforming Tamil society. His primary purposes were: 

Shattering Social Inequality: Periyar believed the root cause of India's problems was 

the caste system and its associated injustices. He used his publications to attack 

caste-based discrimination, promote rationalism, and urge lower castes to reject their 

oppression. 

Championing Women's Rights: Periyar was a vocal advocate for women's equality 

and empowerment. His newspapers condemned practices like child marriage, dowry, 

and restrictions on women's freedom and education. 

Challenging Religious Orthodoxy: A staunch rationalist, Periyar used his 

journalism to criticize superstitious beliefs, rituals, and the power of the Brahmin 

priesthood. He aimed to free people from what he saw as the shackles of outdated 

religious dogma. 

Spreading Self-Respect: At the core of Periyar's philosophy was the concept of 

self-respect. He believed that marginalized people would never achieve true equality 

or progress without first developing self-worth and challenging societal norms that 

denigrated them. 

Methods: From Kudi Arasu to Revolt 

Periyar's approach to journalism was bold, confrontational, and often deliberately 

provocative. He used his newspapers to ignite debate and force people to confront 

uncomfortable truths. Here are some key aspects of his work: 

Kudi Arasu (1925): Periyar started Kudi Arasu ("People's Republic") as a tool to 

propagate his views and champion social reform. This publication became hugely 

popular for its radical content and simple, direct language. 

Simple and Provocative Language: Periyar did not mince words. He used simple 

Tamil language to convey his message, ensuring it reached a wide audience. His 

writing was often laced with sarcasm, wit, and sharp criticism designed to shock 

readers and provoke a reaction. 

Fearless Confrontation of Authority: Periyar did not shy away from criticizing 

powerful figures in religion or society. He challenged the authority of Hindu 
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scriptures and confronted those who upheld traditional practices he believed were 

oppressive. 

Revolt (1928): In 1928, Periyar launched the English-language journal Revolt, taking 

his message to a wider audience. This publication focused on anti-caste and anti-

religion themes. 

Impact: A Legacy of Social Awakening 

Periyar's contributions to Tamil journalism had far-reaching implications, influencing 

Tamil society in many ways: 

Voice of the Marginalized: Periyar's publications gave a voice to lower castes and 

the oppressed. They offered a platform where people could share their experiences 

of discrimination and find inspiration to fight for their rights. 

Championing Social Change: Periyar's relentless attacks on caste-based 

practices, championing of women's rights, and promotion of rationalism played a 

significant role in pushing Tamil society towards greater social justice. 

Spurring Intellectual Debate: Even those who disagreed with Periyar were forced 

to confront his ideas. His writing sparked debates about social issues, caste, religion, 

and tradition, leading to a broader questioning of the status quo. 

Inspiring a Generation: Periyar's publications helped shape the ideology of the 

Dravidian movement, a political and social movement still influential in Tamil politics. 

He inspired countless activists and leaders who continue to carry his torch. 

Courting Controversy 

Periyar's radical views, his blunt style, and his attacks on orthodox beliefs 

made him a controversial figure. He was criticized by traditionalists, religious leaders, 

and those who disagreed with his ideology. He faced censorship, lawsuits, 

and even violence from opponents. However, these attempts to silence him only 

fanned the flames of his influence. 

Periyar's Lasting Legacy 

Periyar's legacy as a journalist lies in his ability to use the press as both a 

mirror and a hammer. He reflected the harsh realities faced by marginalized 

communities while simultaneously striking at the foundations of social injustice. His 

publications, though often denounced as too radical, pushed boundaries and 
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changed the terms of public discourse in Tamil society. 

While his views might still be debated, Periyar's role as a catalyst for social 

reform and his undeniable impact on Tamil journalism remain a compelling part of 

India's history. 

4.8 S.P. Aditanar 

S.P. Aditanar (1907-1981) was a multifaceted figure who left an indelible mark 

on the landscape of Tamil journalism, law, politics, and language development. A 

fiery orator with an unflinching commitment to Tamil causes, Aditanar harnessed the 

power of the press to advocate for his ideals, leaving a lasting legacy in Tamil Nadu 

and India. 

Purpose: A Pen Mightier than the Sword 

Aditanar firmly believed in the power of journalism to educate, inform, mobilize and 

transform society. His primary motivations behind his journalistic endeavors were: 

Safeguarding Tamil Rights and Identity: Aditanar was a passionate advocate for 

the Tamil language and culture. He saw journalism as a tool to protect Tamil 

linguistic rights, promote Tamil literature and arts, and counter any attempts at 

cultural suppression. 

Championing Social Justice: Aditanar was deeply committed to fighting for the 

rights of marginalized communities in Tamil society. He used his publications to 

challenge social inequalities, advocate for the upliftment of oppressed groups, and 

promote a more just social order. 

Fighting for Freedom and Self-determination: Living through British colonial rule 

and its aftermath, Aditanar was a strong proponent of the Dravidian movement. His 

journalism played a key role in advocating for 15 Greater autonomy for Tamil Nadu 

and opposing what he saw as the imposition of the Hindi language. 

Methods: From Lawyer to Media Mogul 

Aditanar's journey in journalism was as unconventional as it was influential. Here's 

how he utilized the power of the press: 

Tamil Nesan (1935): In the early stages of his career, Aditanar worked as a lawyer 

specializing in defamation cases. However, witnessing the use of the press to 

manipulate public opinion, he became convinced of the power of journalism and 
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started the Tamil Nesan newspaper. 

Bold and Forthright Style: Aditanar's publications became known for their bold 

headlines, sharp commentary, and fearless criticism of those in power. He tackled 

sensitive topics and courted controversy for his stands on social and political issues. 

Dina Thanthi (1942): Aditanar's most enduring legacy is the founding of Dina 

Thanthi, a Tamil daily newspaper that revolutionized Tamil media. He introduced 

simplified language, shorter sentences, and bold visual elements, making news more 

accessible to a wider audience. 
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Harnessing the Power of Reach: Under Aditanar's leadership, Dina Thanthi 

expanded its circulation throughout Tamil Nadu and beyond. This gave him a 

massive platform to espouse his views and promote the causes he championed. 

Impact: Shaping a State and Its Media 

Aditanar's contributions to journalism extended far beyond the newsroom. His work 

played a crucial role in shaping Tamil society and politics: 

Empowering the Ordinary Reader: Dina Thanthi's simple and accessible Tamil 

brought news and information to a wider readership. This made people aware of 

issues affecting them, promoting greater civic engagement. 

Champion of Tamil Identity: Through his publications, Aditanar promoted pride in 

Tamil language, literature, and culture. He fought against the imposition of Hindi and 

played a key role in preserving the linguistic identity of Tamil Nadu. 

Voice for the Marginalised: Aditanar's publications were a consistent voice for 

marginalized communities, highlighting their struggles and advocating for their rights. 

Influence in Politics: Dina Thanthi, due to its wide circulation and Aditanar's fiery 

commentary, became a powerful voice in Tamil Nadu politics. The newspaper could 

both influence public opinion and hold elected leaders accountable. 

Controversies and Challenges 

Aditanar's strong political views, his advocacy for separatist causes at times, 

and his sharp criticisms made him a polarizing figure. His newspapers were often 

accused of being biased and sensationalist. The Emergency period in India under 

Indira Gandhi (1975-1977) saw him imprisoned, as his publications were seen as a 

threat to those in power. 

The Legacy of Dina Thanthi 

One of Aditanar's most enduring contributions to Tamil journalism is the 

legacy of the newspaper he founded. Dina Thanthi transformed the Tamil media 

landscape by making news more accessible and engaging, setting a standard for 

mass circulation newspapers in Tamil Nadu. It continues to remain one of the most 

influential publications in the state. 

The Power of Conviction 

S.P. Aditanar was a journalist with unwavering convictions, driven by a deep 
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sense of social justice and a love for his language. While his tactics were often 

controversial, his commitment to empowering the people of Tamil Nadu through the 

press is indisputable. He demonstrated that journalism could be both a mirror 

reflecting society's problems, and a powerful tool to inspire change. 

Muthuvel Karunanidhi 

Muthuvel Karunanidhi (1924-2018), popularly known as 'Kalaignar' (meaning 

'artist'), was a multi-faceted personality who left an enduring mark on Tamil Nadu. A 

celebrated screenwriter, playwright, poet, journalist, and a political titan, his 

contributions to Tamil journalism are inseparable from his social and political 

activism. 

Purpose: Harnessing the Power of Words and Ideas 

Karunanidhi saw journalism as a vital weapon in his fight for social justice, Tamil 

identity, and political power. His primary motivations behind shaping the field were: 

Championing Social Justice: Karunanidhi was a staunch proponent of the 

Dravidian movement, which aimed to dismantle caste hierarchies and promote a 

more egalitarian society in Tamil Nadu. He used his writing to challenge social 

inequalities and advocate for the rights of marginalized communities. 

Preserving Tamil language and Culture: Karunanidhi was deeply passionate 

about the Tamil language and its literary heritage. He saw journalism as a tool to 

protect the language from Hindi imposition and promote pride in Tamil culture and 

traditions. 

Spreading Dravidian Ideology: As a leader of the Dravida MunnetraKazhagam 

(DMK) party, Karunanidhi used journalism to spread the party's core principles of 

social reform, self-respect, and regional autonomy. 

Building a Political Movement: Karunanidhi recognized the power of the press to 

shape public opinion, mobilize support, and hold those in power accountable. His 

publications were instrumental in building the DMK's political base and propelling him 

to a position of immense influence 

Methods: From Screenwriter to Newspaper Magnate 

Karunanidhi's journey in journalism reflects his remarkable talent for using different 

mediums to spread his message: 
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Early Activism and Playwriting: At just 14 years old, Karunanidhi was drawn to the 

Dravidian movement. He began writing fiery plays and speeches, using them to 

criticize social injustice and spark debate. 

Entry into Film: Karunanidhi's screenwriting career took off in the Tamil film 

industry. He used his films to subtly weave in themes of social reform, Dravidian pride, 

and critiques of the existing power structures. 

Murasoli (1942): Karunanidhi's most important journalistic venture was the founding 

of Murasoli, the official mouthpiece of the DMK. Initially a handwritten magazine, 

Murasoli grew into a powerful daily newspaper that mirrored Karunanidhi's ideology. 

Sharp and Emotional Language: Karunanidhi was known for his sharp wit, 

dramatic flair, and powerful command of the Tamil language. His writing in Murasoli 

was often fiery, passionate, and laced with sarcasm, aimed at rousing his readers' 

emotions. 

Impact: Transformation on Multiple Fronts 

Karunanidhi's contributions to Tamil journalism had a profound and lasting impact on 

society and politics: 

A Voice for the Dravidian Movement: Murasoli became a vital platform for the DMK 

to articulate its ideology, mobilize support, and counter its political rivals. 

Karunanidhi's powerful writing played a crucial role in bringing the Dravidian 

movement into the mainstream. 

Shaping Public Discourse: Karunanidhi used his publications to raise important 

social issues and influence how the public thought about them. He was instrumental 

in pushing for reservations in education and government jobs for marginalized 

groups. 

Tamil Literary Champion: Karunanidhi was a patron of Tamil literature, and 

Murasoli served as a platform to promote Tamil writers and poets. He supported the 

work of new voices and played a role in shaping modern Tamil literary expression. 

The Unforgettable '"Thodarum' Column: Karunanidhi's column in Murasoli titled 

'Thodarum' (meaning 'it will continue') became a widely-read feature. He used it to 

comment on current events, criticize his opponents, and shape public opinion, with 

his characteristic mix of sharp wit and emotional appeal. 
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Controversies and Censorship 

Karunanidhi's strong political stance and his frequent criticisms of those in 

power often landed him in controversy. Murasoli faced government censorship at 

times, particularly during the Emergency period (1975-1977). His opponents accused 

him of using his publications for political propaganda and of being intolerant of 

alternative viewpoints. 

Legacy: A Giant of Print and Politics 

M. Karunanidhi will forever be remembered as a skilled writer who harnessed 

the power of the press to transform Tamil Nadu's social and political landscape. 

Murasoli, under his leadership, became more than just a newspaper it was the voice 

of a movement and a symbol of the aspirations of millions of Tamils. While his legacy 

might be contested by some, Karunanidhi's undeniable impact on Tamil journalism, 

as both a weapon and a reflection of changing times, remains a subject of ongoing 

debate and study. 

 

Imports Points 

Contribution of Eminent Personalities to Indian Journalism 

Indian journalism has played a crucial role in shaping the country’s political, social, 

and cultural landscape. Several eminent personalities have contributed significantly 

to the growth and impact of the press. Below are some of the most influential 

journalists and editors who left a lasting mark on Indian journalism. 

1. James Augustus Hickey (1740–1802) – Founder of Indian Journalism 

Established India’s first newspaper, Hickey’s Bengal Gazette (1780), also known as 

The Calcutta General Advertiser. 

Criticized British officials, leading to government suppression. 

Laid the foundation for free press in India despite British censorship. 

Legacy: Father of Indian journalism; introduced the idea of a watchdog press. 

2. Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772–1833) – Pioneer of Vernacular Journalism 

Started Sambad Kaumudi (1821) in Bengali, advocating social reforms like abolition 

of Sati. 

Also published Mirat-ul-Akhbar, a Persian newspaper. 
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Fought for press freedom, opposing British censorship. 

 Legacy: Used journalism as a tool for social reform and enlightenment. 

3. Dadabhai Naoroji (1825–1917) – Political and Economic Journalism 

Founder of Rast Goftar, a Gujarati newspaper promoting nationalist ideas. 

Wrote extensively on economic drain theory, exposing British exploitation. 

Legacy: His journalism helped mobilize political awareness in colonial India. 

4. Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1856–1920) – Father of Indian Unrest 

Founded Kesari (Marathi) and The Mahratta (English) to promote nationalism. 

Used press to mobilize Indians against British rule. 

Jailed for sedition due to his writings. 

Legacy: His fiery journalism inspired Indian freedom fighters. 

5. G. Subramania Iyer (1855–1916) – Founder of The Hindu 

Established The Hindu (1878) to challenge British policies. 

Also founded Swadesamitran, the first Tamil daily newspaper. 

Advocated press freedom and responsible journalism. 

Legacy: Set high standards for editorial independence and integrity. 

6. Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948) – Journalism as a Weapon for Freedom 

Edited Indian Opinion (South Africa), Young India, and Harijan. 

Used nonviolent journalism to promote Satyagraha and Swadeshi movement. 

Opposed communal violence and untouchability through his writings. 

 Legacy: His ethical and purpose-driven journalism remains an inspiration. 

7. B. G. Horniman (1873–1948) – British Journalist for Indian Independence 

Editor of The Bombay Chronicle, actively exposed British atrocities. 

First journalist to cover the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre (1919). 

Deported to England for his fearless reporting. 

 Legacy: Set an example of international support for India's freedom. 

8. M. Chalapathi Rao (1895–1968) – Editor of The National Herald 

Editor of National Herald, founded by Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Criticized British policies and championed democratic values. 

Legacy: Helped shape modern political journalism in India. 

9. Ramananda Chatterjee (1865–1943) – Pioneer of Intellectual Journalism 
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Editor of Modern Review, a highly respected magazine. 

Focused on politics, culture, and literature, influencing nationalist thought. 

Legacy: Established high journalistic standards in intellectual discourse. 

10. K. M. Panikkar (1895–1963) – Diplomatic and Political Journalism 

Editor of Hindustan Times, worked on international issues. 

Later became a diplomat but remained a significant media influence. 

Legacy: Bridged journalism and foreign policy. 

11. Frank Moraes (1907–1974) – Modern Investigative Journalism 

Editor of The Indian Express, emphasized fact-based reporting. 

Critical of both British and post-independence political corruption. 

Legacy: Introduced investigative journalism in India. 

12. Arun Shourie (b. 1941) – Journalist Who Took on Corruption 

Former editor of The Indian Express. 

Exposed government scandals, including the Bofors scam. 

Awarded Ramon Magsaysay Award for Journalism (1982). 

Legacy: One of the pioneers of modern investigative journalism in India. 

13. N. Ram (b. 1945) – Editor of The Hindu and Investigative Journalism 

Published major exposés on corruption, such as the Bofors scandal. 

Advocated press freedom and accountability. 

Legacy: Brought serious, research-driven journalism to the mainstream. 

14. Rajat Sharma (b. 1957) – TV Journalism and Public Debates 

Founder of India TV and host of Aap Ki Adalat. 

Revolutionized TV journalism with direct political interviews. 

Legacy: Brought investigative TV journalism into the public sphere. 

15. Ravish Kumar (b. 1974) – Champion of Independent Journalism 

Senior journalist at NDTV India. 

Known for ground reporting and fearless questioning of the government. 

Awarded Ramon Magsaysay Award (2019). 

Legacy: Represents independent and ethical journalism in the digital age. 

Conclusion: 

❖ The Enduring Legacy of Indian Journalism 
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❖ From Hickey’s Bengal Gazette to digital media today, Indian journalism has 

played a pivotal role in shaping public opinion and democracy. Eminent 

journalists have: 

❖ Challenged colonial rule 

❖ Fought against corruption 

❖ Promoted free speech 

❖ Inspired generations of truth-seekers 

❖ The future of Indian journalism depends on maintaining ethical reporting, 

resisting political pressure, and embracing digital transformation. 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Indian Journalism 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1856–1920) was not only a freedom fighter but also a 

pioneering journalist who used the press as a tool for national awakening and 

resistance against British rule. He is often called the "Father of Indian Unrest" due to 

his fearless writings that inspired mass movements. 

Tilak’s Contribution to Indian Journalism 

1. Founder of Nationalist Newspapers 

❖ Tilak launched two newspapers that became the voice of the Indian freedom 

struggle: 

❖ Kesari (Marathi) – Published from 1881 

❖ The Mahratta (English) – Published from 1881 

❖ These newspapers aimed to: 

❖ Educate people about their rights 

❖ Criticize British policies 

❖ Promote nationalism and Swadeshi 

❖ Inspire young Indians to join the struggle 

2. Use of Journalism for Freedom Movement 

❖ Tilak’s writings were bold and fearless, often calling for self-rule (Swaraj). His 

articles: 

❖ Exposed British oppression and economic exploitation 

❖ Advocated for boycott of British goods (Swadeshi Movement) 

❖ Encouraged armed resistance if necessary 
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❖ Defended Indian culture and traditions 

❖ His fiery editorials earned him popularity among Indians and wrath from the 

British government. 

❖ Tilak’s Imprisonment for Sedition 

❖ Due to his powerful writings, Tilak faced multiple charges of sedition under 

British rule: 

❖ 1897 – Jailed for allegedly inciting the murder of British officer Rand 

❖ 1908 – Sentenced to six years in Mandalay Jail (Burma) for advocating Swaraj 

in Kesari 

❖ 1916 – Faced restrictions but continued to write against British policies 

❖ Despite repeated imprisonments, Tilak never stopped using journalism as a 

weapon. 

4. Tilak’s Famous Slogan and Editorials 

❖ Tilak popularized the slogan: 

❖ "Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it! 

❖ His articles and speeches inspired: 

❖ The Swadeshi Movement (1905) 

❖ The Home Rule Movement (1916) 

❖ The rise of revolutionary nationalism 

❖ Impact of Tilak’s Journalism 

❖ Inspired millions of Indians to fight for freedom 

❖ Created political awareness among common people 

❖ Challenged British censorship and colonial rule 

❖ Laid the foundation for nationalist journalism in India 

Conclusion 

❖ Tilak’s journalism was revolutionary and influential. His newspapers, Kesari 

and The Mahratta, played a pivotal role in mobilizing public opinion and 

challenging British rule. His fearless writings continue to inspire journalists and 

activists today.  

Mahatma Gandhi and Indian Journalism 

❖ Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948) was not just a leader of India’s freedom 
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struggle but also a pioneering journalist who used newspapers to promote 

truth, non-violence, and Swaraj (self-rule). He believed that journalism should 

serve society and morality rather than just news reporting. 

Gandhi’s Contribution to Indian Journalism 

1. Founder of Influential Newspapers 

• Gandhi edited and published several newspapers that became the voice of 

the Indian freedom movement: 

• Indian Opinion (1903) – Published in South Africa to fight racial discrimination 

against Indians. 

• Young India (1919–1932) – English weekly that spread the message of 

Swaraj and non-violence. 

• Navjivan (1919–1932) – Gujarati newspaper to connect with the masses. 

• Harijan (1933) – Promoted social reforms, especially for the upliftment of 

Dalits (Harijans). 

• His newspapers did not carry advertisements—he believed journalism should 

be free from commercial influence. 

2. Journalism as a Tool for Freedom Struggle 

• Gandhi used journalism to: 

• Spread nationalist ideas 

• Expose British atrocities 

• Promote self-reliance (Swadeshi) 

• Encourage Hindu-Muslim unity 

• Advocate social reforms (abolition of untouchability, women’s rights, etc.) 

• His writings were simple, direct, and morally powerful, appealing to both 

educated elites and common people. 

3. Press Laws and British Suppression 

• The British government saw Gandhi’s journalism as a threat and imposed 

strict censorship. 

• Many issues of Young India and Harijan were banned. 

• Gandhi was arrested several times for his writings, including during the Non-
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Cooperation  

• Movement (1920) and the Quit India Movement (1942). 

• Even in jail, Gandhi continued to write, inspiring millions. 

4. Gandhi’s Ethical Journalism 

• Gandhi believed that journalism should: 

• Serve truth (Satyagraha)  

• Work for the welfare of society 

• Avoid sensationalism and fake news 

• Promote peace and justice 

• His writings set high ethical standards for Indian journalism. 

• Impact of Gandhi’s Journalism 

• Mobilized millions for India’s freedom struggle 

• Created political awareness among Indians 

• Inspired social and economic reforms 

• Challenged colonial press laws 

• Set a benchmark for responsible journalism 

Conclusion 

Gandhi’s journalism was revolutionary yet ethical, making it a powerful weapon 

against British rule. His newspapers, including Young India and Harijan, played a 

crucial role in shaping public opinion and inspiring non-violent resistance. Today, his 

principles of truthful and ethical journalism remain a guiding light for the media 

 S. Sadanand and Indian Journalism 

• S. Sadanand (1900–1953) was a prominent Indian journalist, editor, and 

media entrepreneur known for his contributions to independent, nationalist 

journalism. He played a key role in shaping modern Indian journalism, 

emphasizing press freedom, fearless reporting, and nationalist ideals. 

1. Founder of The Free Press Journal 

• In 1928, S. Sadanand founded The Free Press Journal, a nationalist 

newspaper based in Mumbai. 

• It became one of the leading voices against British rule. 
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• Provided unbiased and fearless reporting during the freedom movement. 

• Promoted nationalist ideas, democracy, and press freedom. 

• The Free Press Journal was among the few newspapers that openly criticized 

British policies and supported the Indian National Congress. 

2. Advocacy for Press Freedom 

• Sadanand was a strong advocate for independent and fearless journalism. 

• He opposed colonial censorship and restrictions on the press. 

• His work influenced the post-independence Indian press laws to ensure media 

freedom. 

3. Role in the Indian Freedom Movement 

❖ The Free Press Journal played a crucial role in mobilizing public opinion 

against British rule. 

❖ Covered major events like: 

❖ Civil Disobedience Movement (1930s) 

❖ Quit India Movement (1942) 

❖ Provided a platform for nationalist leaders like Gandhi, Nehru, and Patel. 

❖ The British authorities frequently censored, fined, and suppressed The Free 

Press Journal for its bold nationalist stance. 

4. Contributions to Post-Independence Journalism 

❖ After independence, Sadanand continued to promote independent media and 

press ethics. 

❖ He introduced modern news reporting techniques in India. 

❖ Emphasized the need for truthful and unbiased journalism in a democratic 

India. 

❖ Legacy 

❖ The Free Press Journal remains a respected newspaper in India today. 

❖ Sadanand is remembered as a pioneer of nationalist journalism. 

❖ His principles of press freedom, ethical journalism, and fearless reporting 

continue to inspire Indian media. 

Conclusion 

S. Sadanand’s journalism was bold, nationalist, and committed to truth. Through The 
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Free Press Journal, he played a major role in India’s freedom movement and later 

contributed to strengthening democratic journalism in independent India 

4.5. Contributions of Eminent Personalities to Tamil Journalism 

Tamil journalism played a crucial role in India’s freedom movement and in shaping 

Tamil society through social reforms, political awareness, and cultural renaissance. 

Several eminent personalities made significant contributions to Tamil journalism. 

 G. Subramania Iyer (1855–1916) 

 Founder of The Hindu (1878) and Swadesamitran (1882) 

One of the pioneers of Tamil and English journalism in India. 

Swadesamitran was the first Tamil daily newspaper. 

Used journalism to promote nationalism and freedom struggle. 

Advocated for social reforms, women's education, and self-governance. 

 C. Karunanidhi (1860–1911) 

Editor of Swadesamitran 

 Strengthened Tamil journalism with nationalist and reformist ideals. 

 Focused on Tamil language development and political awakening. 

Subramania Bharati (1882–1921) 

Editor of India and Bala Bharatham 

Revolutionary poet and journalist who used fiery writings to inspire patriotism. 

Advocated for women’s rights, social equality, and independence. 

Criticized British rule and encouraged Tamil unity and pride. 

His journalism was suppressed, and he faced British persecution. 

V. Kalyanasundaram (Thiru.Vi.Ka) (1883–1953) 

Editor of Desabhaktan  

Used journalism to promote workers’ rights and Tamil literature. 

Advocated for Tamil language growth and labor welfare. 

His writings helped shape modern Tamil prose and journalism. 

S. Satyamurti (1887–1943) 

Contributor to The Hindu and Swadesamitran 

Used journalism to spread Gandhian principles and fight British policies. 

Played a key role in mobilizing people for the freedom struggle. 
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T. S. Chockalingam (1904–1960s) 

 Founder of Tamil Mani and Dinamani 

Strengthened Tamil editorial journalism with a balanced political approach. 

Dinamani became a major Tamil daily focusing on nationalist and socio-political 

issues. 

 S. A. P. Annamalai (1910–1990s) 

 Founder of Dravida Nadu 

A strong voice for the Dravidian movement through journalism. 

Advocated social justice, self-respect, and Tamil identity. 

8. R. K. Shanmugam Chetty (1892–1953) 

Contributor to various Tamil nationalist publications 

 Used journalism to promote economic and social policies for India’s progress. 

 

 M. Karunanidhi (1924–2018) 

Editor of Murasoli 

Used Murasoli as a tool for the Dravidian movement. 

Promoted Tamil pride, social justice, and anti-caste ideology. 

Murasoli remains an influential newspaper in Tamil Nadu. 

10. Cho Ramaswamy (1934–2016) 

Founder of Thuglak 

A bold journalist known for satirical political writing. 

Criticized government policies and promoted free speech and democracy. 

Conclusion 

Tamil journalism has a rich legacy of social reform, nationalism, and political 

awakening. Eminent personalities like Subramania Bharati, G. Subramania Iyer, and 

M. Karunanidhi shaped Tamil journalism into a powerful tool for change, influencing 

politics, culture, and society 

.G. Subramania Iyer and Tamil Journalism 

Introduction 

G. Subramania Iyer (1855–1916) was a pioneer of Indian and Tamil journalism, 

known for his fearless nationalist stance and commitment to social reform. He played 
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a crucial role in shaping modern Tamil and English journalism by founding influential 

newspapers and advocating for freedom, justice, and social change. 

1. Founder of The Hindu (1878) 

 Established The Hindu along with M. Veeraraghavachariar, T. T. Rangachari, and N. 

Subba Rao. 

Originally started as a weekly newspaper in Chennai. 

Later became a daily newspaper, setting high standards for independent journalism. 

Criticized British policies and supported the Indian National Congress. 

Promoted fair reporting, anti-colonial resistance, and national awakening. 

The British administration targeted him for his critical views, leading him to step down 

as editor in 1898. 

2. Founder of Swadesamitran (1882) 

 First Tamil daily newspaper focused on nationalist ideas. 

Swadesamitran helped modernize Tamil journalism. 

Supported Indian independence, Tamil language development, and political 

awareness. 

Encouraged Tamil writers and intellectuals to engage in journalism. 

This Tamil newspaper became a voice of political reform, self-rule, and Tamil literary 

growth. 

3. Advocate of Press Freedom & Social Reforms 

Used journalism to fight for civil rights and press freedom. 

Advocated social justice, abolition of caste discrimination, and women’s education. 

Stood against British censorship and suppression of free speech. 

His strong opposition to colonial policies made him a symbol of fearless journalism in 

India. 

4. Legacy in Tamil Journalism 

The Hindu remains one of India's most respected newspapers. 

Swadesamitran influenced generations of Tamil journalists and nationalist thinkers. 

 Inspired the rise of political journalism in Tamil Nadu. 

 Set the foundation for independent, ethical, and nationalist journalism in Tamil. 

Conclusion 
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G. Subramania Iyer is remembered as a trailblazer in Indian and Tamil journalism. 

His commitment to truth, nationalism, and reformist ideals helped shape journalism 

as a powerful force for change in India 

 Periyar and Tamil Journalism 

Introduction 

E. V. Ramasamy Periyar (1879–1973) was a revolutionary social reformer, 

rationalist, and journalist who used Tamil journalism as a tool for social change. His 

writings challenged Brahminical dominance, caste oppression, superstitions, and 

gender inequality, shaping the Self-Respect Movement and Dravidian ideology. 

1. Founder of Tamil Newspapers and Magazines 

 Kudi Arasu (1925) 

❖ Periyar’s most influential Tamil weekly, used to spread Self-Respect ideology. 

❖ Criticized Brahmin supremacy, caste hierarchy, and religious orthodoxy. 

❖ Promoted rationalism, atheism, and Tamil identity. 

❖ Faced multiple bans and legal challenges from the British government. 

❖ Revolt (1928) (English Magazine) 

❖ Aimed at spreading Dravidian ideas beyond Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Published articles on social justice, caste abolition, and feminism. 

❖ Puratchi (Revolution) and Viduthalai (Freedom) (1935) 

❖ Viduthalai became the official newspaper of the Dravidar Kazhagam. 

❖ Continues to be published today as a voice of rationalist thought. 

2. Periyar’s Journalism and Social Reforms 

Champion of Caste Abolition 

Used newspapers to demand equal rights for non-Brahmins. 

Opposed the dominance of Brahmins in administration and temples. 

Demanded reservations in government jobs and education. 

 Feminism and Women's Rights 

 Advocated for women’s education, equal marriage rights, and property rights. 

Criticized the oppression of women through religion and traditions. 

Promotion of Tamil Language & Identity 

Opposed Hindi imposition and Sanskrit influence on Tamil 
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Advocated for Tamil as the administrative and educational language. 

His journalism led to major language policy changes in Tamil Nadu. 

3. Periyar vs. the British & Indian Governments 

His newspapers were banned multiple times due to their anti-religious and anti-caste 

content. 

He was jailed for his writings but never stopped publishing. 

His efforts influenced Tamil Nadu’s social policies, including reservation and temple 

entry reforms. 

4. Periyar’s Legacy in Tamil Journalism 

Inspired Dravidian politics and movements like DMK and AIADMK. 

His newspapers laid the foundation for rationalist, secular, and anti-caste journalism. 

Continues to influence Tamil media and political discourse today. 

Conclusion 

Periyar redefined Tamil journalism by making it a powerful tool for social justice, 

rationalism, and Tamil identity. His fearless writings shattered social taboos and 

transformed Tamil Nadu’s political and cultural landscape. 

S. Balasubramania Aditanar and Tamil Journalism 

Introduction 

          S. Balasubramania Aditanar (1905–1981) was a pioneer of Tamil journalism, 

best known as the founder of Dina Thanthi (Daily Thanthi), which revolutionized 

Tamil newspaper readership. His contribution helped popularize mass journalism in 

Tamil Nadu, making news accessible to the common people. 

1. Founder of Dina Thanthi (1942) – The People’s Newspaper 

 Dina Thanthi was established in Madurai in 1942. 

✔ Introduced modern journalism techniques in Tamil, inspired by the British tabloid 

style. 

✔simple and direct Tamil to reach the common people, unlike earlier newspapers 

that catered to elites. 

✔Expanded to major cities like Chennai, Tiruchirappalli, Coimbatore, and Tirunelveli, 

making it the most widely circulated Tamil newspaper. 
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✔ Brought political awareness to rural areas and increased newspaper culture in 

Tamil Nadu. 

2. Innovations in Tamil Journalism 

Tabloid-style reporting – Short, crisp news articles to engage readers. 

Focus on crime, politics, and social issues – Made newspapers more relevant to 

everyday life. 

 Sensational yet responsible journalism – Balanced entertainment with serious news. 

Use of bold headlines and images – A technique borrowed from international 

journalism, making news visually appealing. 

3. Political and Social Impact 

✔ Dina Thanthi played a major role in Dravidian politics, supporting the rise of DMK 

by making its ideologies accessible to the masses. 

✔Helped increase political awareness and voter participation in Tamil Nadu. 

✔Broke the dominance of English newspapers and promoted Tamil as a mainstream 

journalistic language. 

4. Legacy in Tamil Journalism 

✔Dina Thanthi remains the largest-selling Tamil newspaper today. 

✔Aditanar’s model inspired many Tamil dailies, creating a mass newspaper culture. 

✔Bridged the gap between common people and political affairs, strengthening 

democracy in Tamil Nadu. 

Conclusion 

S. Balasubramania Aditanar revolutionized Tamil journalism by making news 

accessible, engaging, and politically impactful. His mass-oriented approach 

transformed Tamil Nadu’s newspaper culture, shaping modern Tamil media and 

political discourse 

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi and Tamil Journalism 

Introduction 

M. Karunanidhi (1924–2018), popularly known as Kalaignar, was not only a 

Dravidian leader, writer, and politician but also a prominent journalist who used Tamil 

journalism as a tool for political and social change. His contributions helped shape 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

152 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

Dravidian thought, rationalist ideas, and modern Tamil journalism. 

1. Role in Tamil Journalism 

Editor of Dravidian Magazines 

✔Worked as an editor and contributor for many Dravidian movement publications. 

✔ Used journalism to promote Dravidian ideology, Tamil identity, social justice, and 

rationalism. 

Murasoli (Founded in 1942) – The Voice of the Dravidian Movement 

✔Started as a handwritten newsletter and later became DMK’s official newspaper. 

✔Advocated for anti-caste policies, Tamil pride, and social justice. 

✔ Continues to be one of the leading political newspapers in Tamil Nadu today. 

2. Journalism as a Political Weapon 

Anti-Hindi Agitations – Used newspapers to oppose Hindi imposition and promote 

Tamil identity.  

Support for Reservation – Articles demanding social justice and caste-based 

reservations.  

Promotion of Dravidian Literature – Encouraged Tamil literature, poetry, and 

rationalist writing. 

3. Contribution to Tamil Media 

✔Expanded the reach of Tamil newspapers beyond elites to the common people. 

✔Brought Dravidian philosophy into mainstream journalism, making it a powerful 

political tool. 

✔ Influenced political journalism in Tamil Nadu, where newspapers became a 

medium of party ideologies. 

4. Legacy in Tamil Journalism 

✔Murasoli remains one of the longest-running Tamil political newspapers. 

✔Inspired a generation of Tamil writers, poets, and journalists. 

✔Set a precedent for political parties owning and running newspapers, a trend 

followed in Tamil Nadu. 

Conclusion 
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Kalaignar redefined Tamil journalism by making it a platform for political activism, 

Tamil identity, and social justice. His writings and contributions continue to shape 

Tamil political and journalistic discourse today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objective type questions on the contribution of eminent personalities to Indian 
journalism: 
 
Contribution of Eminent Personalities to Indian Journalism 
1. Who was a pioneer of Indian journalism and a nationalist leader? 
a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
b) Mahatma Gandhi 
c) S. Sadanand 
d) None of the above 
 
2. Bal Gangadhar Tilak's newspaper Kesari was published in: 
a) English 
b) Marathi 
c) Hindi 
d) None of the above 
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3. Mahatma Gandhi's newspaper was: 
a) Indian Opinion 
b) Young India 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Contributions to Tamil Journalism 
4. Who was a pioneer of Tamil journalism? 
a) G. Subramania Iyer 
b) Periyar 
c) Aditanar 
d) None of the above 
 
5. G. Subramania Iyer founded the newspaper: 
a) The Hindu 
b) Swadesamitran 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
6. Periyar's newspaper was: 
a) Kudi Arasu 
b) Viduthalai 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Eminent Personalities 
7. Who was a prominent journalist and nationalist leader? 
a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
b) Mahatma Gandhi 
c) S. Sadanand 
d) None of the above 
 
8. S. Sadanand was the founder of: 
a) The Free Press Journal 
b) The Indian Express 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
9. Kalaignar Karunanidhi was a prominent: 
a) Journalist 
b) Politician 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Contributions to Journalism 
10. The contributions of these personalities to Indian journalism include: 
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a) Promoting nationalist sentiment 
b) Raising awareness about social issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
11. Their writings and publications played a significant role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
12. These personalities used journalism as a tool for: 
a) Social reform 
b) Nationalist movement 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Additional Questions 
13. Who was a prominent Tamil journalist and politician? 
a) G. Subramania Iyer 
b) Periyar 
c) Kalaignar Karunanidhi 
d) None of the above 
 
14. Aditanar was the founder of: 
a) Dina Thanthi 
b) Dinakaran 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
15. The contributions of these personalities to Tamil journalism include: 
a) Promoting Tamil language and culture 
b) Raising awareness about social issues 
c) Both a and b     d) None of the above 
 
 
More Questions 
16. Who was a strong advocate for social reform through journalism? 
a) Periyar 
b) G. Subramania Iyer 
c) Kalaignar Karunanidhi 
d) None of the above 
 
17. The writings of these personalities had a significant impact on: 
a) Indian society 
b) Tamil society 
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c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
18. Their contributions to journalism include: 
a) Promoting critical thinking 
b) Raising awareness about national issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
19. These personalities used journalism to: 
a) Challenge social norms 
b) Promote nationalist sentiment 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
20. Their legacy continues to influence: 
a) Indian journalism 
b) Tamil journalism 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Last Set of Questions 
21. Who was a pioneer of investigative journalism in India? 
a) S. Sadanand 
b) G. Subramania Iyer 
c) Periyar 
d) None of the above 
 
22. The contributions of these personalities to Indian journalism are: 
a) Significant 
b) Limited 
c) Insignificant 
d) None of the above 
 
 
 
23. Their writings and publications played a crucial role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
24. These personalities were known for their: 
a) Fearless journalism 
b) Nationalist sentiment 
c) Both a and b 
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d) None of the above 
 
25. Their legacy continues to inspire: 
a) Journalists 
b) Social activists 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
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UNIT-V 

CONTRIBUTION OF IMPORTANT NEWSPAPERS 

 

Indian newspapers have played a vital role in the social, political, and cultural 

development of the country. They have been powerful tools in shaping public 

opinion, fighting for independence, and promoting social justice. Here is a 

breakdown of the major newspapers and their contributions to Indian history and 

society: 

1. The Times of India 

Contribution: 

❖ Legacy of Journalism: Established in 1838, The Times of India is one 

of India’s oldest and most influential English newspapers. 

❖ Support for Indian Nationalism: Played a key role in the Indian 

independence movement, particularly in providing a platform for 

nationalist leaders and social reformers. 

❖ Advocacy for Social Reforms: Supported women’s rights, child 

marriage abolition, and education for all. 

❖ Modern Journalism: Known for its editorial independence and balanced 

news reporting, The Times of India has shaped modern Indian 

journalism. 

2. The Hindu 

Contribution: 

❖ Voice of Indian Nationalism: Founded in 1878, The Hindu was deeply 

involved in the Indian independence struggle, supporting the Indian 

National Congress and promoting Gandhian principles. 

❖ Cultural and Social Reforms: Actively supported the abolition of 

untouchability, women’s rights, and social justice reforms. 

❖ Informed Public Discourse: Known for its balanced reporting, The 

Hindu helped shape public opinion on national and international issues, 

becoming a voice for intellectual and progressive circles. 

3. Hindustan Times 
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Contribution: 

❖ Pioneering English Journalism: Founded in 1924, Hindustan Times 

became an essential platform for modern Indian journalism. 

❖ National Movement Involvement: During the freedom struggle, 

Hindustan Times acted as a key propagator of nationalist ideals and 

Gandhi’s thoughts. 

❖ Commitment to Public Welfare: Continued promoting education, health, 

and social development post-independence. 

4. The Indian Express 

Contribution: 

❖ Investigative Journalism: The Indian Express, founded in 1932, has 

been a leader in investigative journalism, playing a crucial role in 

exposing corruption and highlighting social issues. 

❖ Political Advocacy: Known for its critical stance on governmental 

policies and advocacy for press freedom. 

❖ Social Impact: Through its reporting, the paper has raised awareness 

on issues like poverty, human rights, and environmental protection. 

5. The Telegraph 

Contribution: 

❖ Political and Social Impact: Founded in 1982, The Telegraph is known 

for its bold reporting and outspoken editorial stance on national and 

global issues. 

❖ National Integration: Played a significant role in fostering national 

integration by covering regional and local issues with an emphasis on 

unity and progress. 

❖ Cultural and Political Influence: Promoted debates on social justice, 

education, and scientific development, contributing to India’s growth in 

the modern era. 

6. The Statesman 

Contribution: 

❖ Legacy of Independence Movement: Established in 1875, The 
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Statesman was one of the earliest publications to support the Indian 

freedom movement. 

❖ Promoting Civic Engagement: Actively covered social and political 

events, encouraging debates on issues like democracy, civil rights, and 

economic progress. 

❖ Post-Independence Influence: Continued to be a voice of intellectual 

thought in post-independence India, focusing on national issues like 

education, foreign policy, and political accountability. 

7. Anandabazar Patrika 

Contribution: 

❖ Bengali Language Newspaper: Established in 1922, it became the 

leading Bengali language newspaper and was deeply involved in 

nationalistic movements during colonial rule. 

❖ Promotion of Bengali Culture: Anandabazar Patrika significantly 

contributed to the promotion of Bengali literature, art, and cultural 

heritage. 

❖ Progressive Editorials: Focused on social justice issues, including 

caste discrimination, gender equality, and political rights. 

8. The Economic Times 

Contribution: 

❖ Focus on Business and Economy: Founded in 1961, The Economic 

Times has been instrumental in providing in-depth economic analysis, 

business reports, and financial news. 

❖ Global Influence: Has shaped economic policy debates in India and 

abroad, particularly concerning trade, industry, and globalization. 

❖ Development of India’s Financial Markets: Played a role in the 

liberalization of India’s economy by providing data and analysis for 

investors and policymakers. 

9. Deccan Herald 

Contribution: 

❖ Voice of Karnataka: Established in 1948, Deccan Herald became the 
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leading English-language newspaper of Karnataka. 

❖ Regional and National Focus: Provided news coverage on Karnataka’s 

growth, highlighting economic developments, regional politics, and 

cultural issues. 

Promotion of Education and Health: Actively covered issues of public welfare, 

healthcare, and education reforms within the state. 

10. The Tribune 

❖ Contribution: 

❖ North India’s Voice: Founded in 1881, The Tribune has been a key 

player in North Indian journalism and a significant source of information 

for Punjab, Haryana, and Himachal Pradesh. 

❖ Social Issues: It has often reported on rural development, social justice, 

and human rights, providing coverage for the marginalized sections of 

society. 

❖ Support for Secularism and Democracy: Has been an advocate for 

secularism, freedom of expression, and democratic values, while 

holding authorities accountable. 

Conclusion 

The contributions of these leading newspapers have been pivotal in shaping 

Indian society, politics, and culture. Through their journalism, they have informed the 

public, fought for social justice, supported the freedom struggle, and created a 

platform for democratic debates. Their influence continues to be profound, as they 

adapt to the challenges and opportunities of the digital age, continuing to shape 

India’s public discourse and social change. 

AMRIT BAZAR PATRIKA 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika was a popular nationalist newspaper.  

It was started in 1868 by two brothers. Sisir Kumar Ghosh and Moti Lal 

Ghosh. It was initially a Bengali weekly. Later it became a daily and turned into an 

English newspaper overnight when the Vernacular Press Act was imposed in 1878. 

Amrita Bazaar Patrika was the oldest Indian-owned English daily. It played a 

major role in the evolution and growth of Indian journalism and made a striking 
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contribution to creating and nurturing the Indian freedom struggle. In 1920. Russian 

Communist revolutionary Vladimir Lenin described ABP as the best nationalist paper 

in India. 

ABP was born as a Bengali weekly in February 1868 in the village of Amrita 

Bazaar in Jessore district (now in Bangladesh). It was started by the Ghosh brothers to 

fight the cause of peasants who were being exploited by indigo planters. Sisir Kumar 

Ghosh was the first editor. The Patrika operated out of a battered wooden press 

purchased for Rs 32. 

In 1871, the Patrika moved to Calcutta (now Kolkata), due to the outbreak of 

plague in Amrita Bazaar. Here it functioned as a bilingual weekly, publishing news 

and views in English and Bengali. Its anti-government views and vast influence 

among the people was a thorn in the flesh of the government. Lord Lytton, the 

Viceroy of India promulgated the Vernacular Press Act on 1878 mainly against ABP. 

The Patrika became a daily in 1891. It was the first Indian-owned English daily 

to go into investigative journalism. During the tenure of Lord Lansdowne, 

a Patrika journalist rummaged through the waste paper basket of the Viceroy's office 

and pieced together a torn up letter detailing the Viceroy's plans to annex Kashmir. 

ABP published the letter on its front page, where it was read by the Maharaja of 

Kashmir, who immediately went to London and lobbied for his independence. 

Sisir Kumar Ghosh also launched vigorous campaigns against restrictions on 

civil liberties and economic exploitation. He wanted Indians to be given important 

posts in the administration. Both he and his brother Motilal were deeply attached to Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak. When Tilak was prosecuted for sedition in 1897, they raised funds in 

Calcutta for his defence. They also published a seathing editorial against the judge 

who sentenced Tilak to 6 years of imprisonment, for 'presuming to teach true 

patriotism to a proved and unparalleled patriot." 

The Patrika had many brushes with Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India at the 

time of the Partition of Bengal (1905). It referred to him as 'Young and a little foppish, 

and without previous training but invested with unlimited powers. Because of such 

editorials, the Press Act of 1910 was passed and a security of Rs 5,000 was 

demanded from ABP. Motilal Ghosh was also charged with sedition but his 
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eloquence won the case. 

After this, the Patrika started prefacing articles criticising the British 

government with ridiculously exuberant professions of loyalty to the British crown. 

When Subhas Chandra Bose and other students were expelled from Calcutta 

Presidency College, the Patrika took up their case and succeeded in having them re-

admitted. 

Even after Motilal Ghosh's death in 1922. the Patrika kept up its nationalist 

spirit. Higher securities of Rs 10,000 were dermanded from it during the Salt 

Satyagraha. Its editor Tushar Kanti Ghosh (son of Sisir Kumar Ghosh) was 

imprisoned. The Patrika contributed its share to the success of its freedom 

movement under the leadership of Gandhi and suffered for its views and actions at 

the hands of the British rulers. 

The Patrika espoused the cause of communal harmony during the Partition of 

India. During the great Calcutta killings of 1946, the Patrika left its editorial columns 

blank for three days. When freedom dawned on 15 August 1947, the Patrika 

published in an editorial: " It is dawn, cloudy though it is. Presently sunshine will 

break" 

1. Founding and Early Years 

❖ Amrit Bazar Patrika was founded in 1868 by Shambhu Nath Sen and 

initially published in Bengali before adopting English as the language of 

publication. 

❖ The newspaper was created with the intent to provide a platform for 

Indian nationalist thought and serve as a counterpoint to the British-

controlled press. 

2. Role in the Freedom Struggle 

❖ Nationalist Ideals: Amrit Bazar Patrika became a staunch supporter of 

the Indian independence movement and was a key advocate for 

swadeshi, self-rule, and anti-colonial activism. 

❖ The newspaper was known for its sharp criticism of British policies and 

support for nationalist leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lal Lajpat Rai, 

and Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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❖ Revolutionary Thought: It played an important role in promoting the 

ideas of revolutionary leaders and was involved in spreading nationalist 

sentiment across India. 

3. Contribution to Social and Political Reform 

❖ Advocacy for Social Justice: The newspaper focused on issues like 

untouchability, caste discrimination, women’s rights, and education. 

❖ It supported the efforts of social reformers such as Ishwar Chandra 

Vidyasagar, Raja Ram Mohan Roy, and Swami Vivekananda, 

highlighting their ideas in its editorials and articles. 

4. Development of Journalism and Language 

❖ Amrit Bazar Patrika helped elevate Bengali journalism and promoted 

modernist thought in language and literature. 

❖ The paper contributed to improving the standard of journalism by 

combining critical commentary and editorial independence, making it 

one of the leading newspapers in Calcutta (now Kolkata) during British 

rule. 

❖ It helped foster a new generation of journalists, writers, and 

intellectuals, who contributed significantly to the nationalist movement 

and social reform. 

5. Supporting Indian Economy and Commerce 

❖ The newspaper supported the economic self-sufficiency movement 

through its coverage of indigenous industries and promotion of 

Swadeshi goods during the Swadeshi Movement. 

❖ It also highlighted issues related to economic policies, trade, and 

commerce, bringing attention to the detrimental effects of British 

colonial economic policies on Indian farmers and businesses. 

6. Post-Independence Influence 

❖ After India's independence, Amrit Bazar Patrika continued to play a 

significant role in shaping public opinion, promoting social justice, and 

reporting on political developments. 

❖ The newspaper became an important platform for debates on issues 
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related to Indian democracy, government accountability, and economic 

reforms. 

7. Decline and Legacy 

❖ Despite its crucial role in the freedom struggle and post-independence 

India, Amrit Bazar Patrika faced financial challenges and eventually 

closed down in 1981. 

❖ However, its legacy lives on through the contribution to the 

development of modern Indian journalism, nationalism, and social 

reforms. Many of its ideals and editorials continue to influence Indian 

media and press ethics. 

Conclusion 

Amrit Bazar Patrika was a pioneering force in Indian journalism, using its 

reach to inspire political consciousness, social reform, and economic progress. Its 

editorial stand on freedom, nationalism, and social justice made it a key contributor 

to India’s journey to independence and the development of modern journalism. 

THE TIMES OF INDIA 

TOI issued its first edition on 3 November 1838 as The Bombay Times and Journal 

of Commerce. The paper was published on Wednesdays and Saturdays under the 

direction of Raobahadur Narayan Dinanath Velkar, a Maharashtrian social reformer, 

and contained news from Britain and the world, as well as the Indian Subcontinent. J. E. 

Brennan was its first editor he died in 1839 and George Buist became the Editor. It 

became a daily in 1850 under him. George Buist had a pro British editorial policy and a 

Parsi shareholder Fardoonji Naoroji wanted him to change his editorial policy 

particularly in background of the Indian Rebellion of 1857. However. Buist refused to 

change his editorial policy or give up his editorial independence. After a shareholder's 

meeting he was replaced by Robert Knight. 

Contribution: 

In 1860, editor Robert Knight (1825-1892) bought the Indian shareholders' interests, 

merged with rival Bombay Standard, and started India's first news agency. It Wired 

Times dispatches to papers across the country and became the Indian agent for 

Reuters news service. In 1861, he changed the name from the Bombay Times and 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

166 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

Standard to The Times of India. Knight fought for a press free of  prior  restraint  or  

intimidation,  frequently  resisting  the  attempts  by governments, business interests 

and cultural spokesmen, and led the paper to national prominence. In the 19th century, 

this newspaper company employed more than 800 people and had a sizeable 

circulation in India and Europe. 

The Times of India (TOI) is one of the most influential newspapers in India and has 

played a significant role in shaping the country's media landscape, social issues, and 

public opinion. Its history spans over 180 years, and its contribution to Indian journalism 

can be examined in several key areas: 

1. Historical Importance and Legacy 

❖ Founded in 1838 as The Bombay Times and Journal of Commerce, The 

Times of India is one of the oldest and most widely read newspapers in India. 

❖ Initially focused on commercial news, it quickly transitioned into a platform for 

political discourse and public affairs. 

❖ It became a voice of the British Raj for a period but gradually shifted towards 

supporting Indian nationalism as the independence movement gained 

momentum. 

2. Role in Indian Freedom Struggle 

❖ During the British colonial period, The Times of India played a complex role. It 

initially supported the British government but later began to feature nationalist 

thought as it grew more independent. 

❖ Prominent Nationalist Figures: Over time, the paper became more 

sympathetic to the cause of Indian independence, featuring writings from 

Gandhi, Subhas Chandra Bose, and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

❖ The paper supported key freedom movements, such as the Non-Cooperation 

Movement and the Quit India Movement. 

❖ It also helped in shaping public opinion regarding the policies of the British 

government and brought attention to the growing demand for self-rule. 

3. Contribution to Journalism and Press Ethics 

❖ The Times of India has played a key role in the evolution of modern 

journalism in India. It has been instrumental in the adoption of journalistic 
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standards, including the use of investigative journalism, unbiased reporting, 

and a clear distinction between editorial content and advertisements. 

❖ The paper promoted the concept of newspaper as a platform for public 

debates, focusing on social, political, and economic issues affecting the Indian 

public. 

4. Influence in Indian Society 

❖ Shaping Public Opinion: The Times of India has long been one of the most 

powerful platforms for shaping public opinion on social, economic, and 

political issues. It has consistently raised awareness about issues such as 

poverty, education, healthcare, women’s rights, and corruption. 

❖ It has also encouraged civic responsibility and democratic values by 

publishing editorials and articles that discuss good governance, human rights, 

and political accountability. 

5. Role in Social Reforms 

❖ Support for Education and Social Justice: The Times of India has consistently 

supported initiatives for social reforms, including the abolition of 

untouchability, female education, and empowerment. 

❖ It has championed causes such as women’s rights, minority rights, education 

for all, and child welfare. It has been a strong proponent of social justice, 

advocating for the upliftment of marginalized communities. 

❖ Coverage of Women's Rights: The newspaper has frequently highlighted 

issues of gender equality and women's rights, supporting movements aimed 

at ending discrimination and empowering women in India. 

6. Promoting Indian Culture and Identity 

❖ The Times of India has been a significant platform for promoting Indian culture 

through features on art, literature, music, and heritage. 

❖ The paper played a role in shaping India's post-independence identity, 

promoting national unity, and fostering pride in India's cultural diversity. 

❖ It has also been a platform for cultural debates, bringing attention to issues 

such as the preservation of Indian languages, traditions, and historical 

monuments. 
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7. Technological Innovation and Modern Journalism 

❖ In the modern era, The Times of India embraced technological innovations to 

maintain its leadership in the media industry. It was one of the first 

newspapers in India to launch an online version and invest in digital 

journalism, thus helping to bridge the gap between traditional print media and 

the growing digital audience. 

❖ The paper has also invested in multimedia platforms, expanding its reach 

through television (with the Times Now channel) and digital content across 

social media and its own websites. 

8. Post-Independence and Contribution to Governance and Policy 

❖ After India's independence, The Times of India maintained its influence over 

Indian governance, policy-making, and international relations. It has been a 

voice of reason and critique on national policies, from the Green Revolution to 

economic liberalization. 

❖ The paper has covered key political events, including the India-Pakistan 

conflicts, Indira Gandhi's emergency rule, and economic reforms initiated by 

P.V. Narasimha Rao and Manmohan Singh. 

❖ It has remained a strong advocate for free speech, press freedom, and 

democratic values, regularly speaking out against censorship and 

governmental overreach. 

9. Contribution to the Development of the Media Industry 

❖ As one of the most widely circulated English-language newspapers in India, 

The Times of India has significantly influenced the business of media in India. 

❖ It has been a trendsetter in terms of advertising models, business strategies, 

and editorial independence, setting benchmarks for other newspapers to 

follow. 

❖ The Times of India has established itself as a leader in terms of circulation 

and advertisement revenue, thus consolidating its influence over the media 

industry and contributing to the professionalization of journalism. 

10. Popular Sections and Impact on Indian Society 

❖ The Times of India is known for its diverse sections covering everything from 
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politics and business to entertainment, lifestyle, and sports. 

❖ Sections like Times Life (on lifestyle) and Times of India Edit Page (on critical 

analysis) are popular features that have shaped consumer habits and 

engaged readers across all demographics in India. 

❖ The paper has created a unique voice by balancing serious journalism with 

entertainment, helping to make important issues accessible to a wider 

audience. 

Conclusion 

The Times of India has been an integral part of Indian journalism and has made 

numerous contributions to the country’s political, social, and cultural development. 

From its early role in the freedom struggle to its post-independence advocacy for 

press freedom, social justice, and modern journalism, the newspaper has helped 

shape public discourse in India. It continues to influence public opinion, media 

trends, and national debates on major issues, making it one of the most important 

newspapers in the history of Indian media 

Bennett and Coleman ownership: 

Subsequently. TOI saw its ownership change several times until 1892 when an 

English journalist named Thomas Jewell Bennett, along with Frank Morris Coleman 

(who later drowned in the 1915 sinking of the SS Persia), acquired the newspaper 

through their new joint stock company. Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. 

 

 

Dalmia ownership 

Sir Stanley Reed edited TOI from 1907 until 1924 and received 

correspondence from major figures of India such as Mahatma Gandhi. In all he lived 

in India for fifty years. He was respected in the United Kingdom as an expert on Indian 

current affairs. 

Bennett Coleman & Co. Ltd was sold to sugar magnate Ramkrishna Dalmia of 

the industrial family, for ₹20 million (equivalent to 22.9 billion or US$36 million in 

2023) in 1946, as India became independent and the British owners left. In 1955 the 

Vivian Bose Commission of Inquiry found that Ramkrishna Dalmia, in 1947, had 
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engineered the acquisition of the media giant Bennett Coleman & Co. by transferring 

money from a bank and an insurance company of which he was the chairman. In the 

court case that followed, Ramkrishna Dalmia was sentenced to two years in Tihar 

Jail after having been convicted of embezzlement and fraud. Most of the jail term he 

managed to spend in hospital. Upon his release, his son-in-law, Sahu Shanti Prasad 

Jain, to whom he had entrusted the running of Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd., rebuffed 

his efforts to resume command of the company. 

Jain family (Shanti Prasad Jain): 

In the early 1960s, Shanti Prasad Jain was imprisoned on charges of selling 

newsprint on the black market. And based on the Vivian Bose Commission's earlier 

report which found wrongdoings of the Dalmia Jain group, that included specific 

charges against Shanti Prasad Jain, the Government of India filed a petition to 

restrain and remove the management of Bennett, Coleman and Company. Based on 

the pleading, the Justice directed the Government to assume control of the 

newspaper which resulted in replacing half of the directors and appointing a Bombay 

High Court judge as the chairman. 

Under the Government of India: 

Following the Vivian Bose Commission report indicating serious wrongdoings 

of the Dalmia-Jain group, on 28 August 1969, the Bombay High Court, under Justice 

J. L. Nain, passed an interim order to disband the existing board of Bennett. 

Coleman & Co and to constitute a new board under the Government. The bench 

ruled that "Under these circumstances, the best thing would be to pass such orders 

on the assumption that the allegations made by the petitioners that the affairs of the 

company were being conducted in a manner prejudicial to public interest and to the 

interests of the Company are correct". Following that order. Shanti Prasad Jain 

ceased to be a director and the company ran with new directors on board, appointed 

by the Government of India, with the exception of a lone stenographer of the Jains. 

The court appointed DK Kunte as chairman of the board. Kunte had no prior 

business experience and was also an opposition member of the Lok Sabha 

Back to the Jain family: 

In 1976. during the Emergency in India, the Government transferred 
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ownership of the newspaper back to Ashok Kumar Jain, who was Sahu Shanti 

Prasad Jain's son and Ramkrishna Dalmia's grandson. He is the father of the current 

owners Samir Jain and Vineet Jain). The Jains too often landed themselves in various 

money laundering scam and Ashok Kumar Jain had to flee the country when the 

Enforcement Directorate pursued his case strongly in 1998 for alleged violations of 

illegal transfer of funds (to the tune of US$1.25 million) to an overseas account in 

Switzerland. 

During the Emergency: 

On 26 June 1975, the day after India declared a state of emergency, the 

Bombay edition of TOI carried an entry in its obituary column that read "D.E.M. 

O'Cracy, beloved husband of T.Ruth, father of L.I. Bertie, brother of Faith, Hope and 

Justice expired on 25 June". The move was a critique of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 

21-month state of emergency, which is now widely known as "the Emergency" and 

seen by many as a roundly authoritarian era of Indian government. 

Bombay Times: 

The Bombay Times is a free supplement of The Times of India, in the Mumbai 

(formerly Bombay) region. It covers celebrity news, news features, international and 

national music news, international and national fashion news, lifestyle and feature 

articles pegged on news events both national and international that have local 

interest value. The main paper covers national news. Over ten years of presence, it 

has become a benchmark for the Page 3 social scene. 

The Times of India and thereby the Bombay Times are market leaders in 

terms of circulation. The name of this supplement contains the word Bombay, which 

is the older Portuguese name of the city. It is not retained in the new supplement 

Mumbai Mirror that comes with Times of India. 

 

Contribution of The Hindu in Indian Journalism 

The Hindu is one of India's most prominent and respected newspapers, known for its 

comprehensive coverage of national, international, and local news, as well as its 

editorial independence and commitment to quality journalism. Founded in 1878, The 

Hindu has been a significant player in India's journalistic history and has contributed 
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to the evolution of the Indian media landscape. Below are some key contributions of 

The Hindu to Indian journalism: 

1. Early Role in Indian Independence Movement 

❖ Founded in 1878 in Chennai (then Madras), The Hindu initially focused on 

public affairs and social issues. It became one of the leading newspapers in 

South India and soon gained a national readership. 

❖ The newspaper was critical of British colonial rule and supported the Indian 

nationalist movement. It was aligned with the moderate faction of the Indian 

National Congress and played an important role in advocating for reforms and 

self-rule. 

❖ The Hindu was one of the first papers to voice support for Mahatma Gandhi's 

Non-Cooperation Movement and Swadeshi Movement, and it published 

articles advocating for national unity, civil rights, and freedom of the press. 

2. Strong Advocacy for Free Press and Democratic Values 

❖ The Hindu has been an ardent defender of free speech and press freedom, 

principles that were crucial during British colonial rule and continue to be 

important in modern India. 

❖ The paper consistently spoke out against censorship and government 

overreach, and it has played a key role in promoting democratic values such 

as accountability, transparency, and good governance. 

❖ During the Emergency (1975-77), when Indira Gandhi imposed press 

censorship, The Hindu took a bold stand in resisting government control over 

the media, maintaining its editorial independence. 

3. Contribution to the Growth of Journalism in South India 

❖ The Hindu has had a major impact on the development of journalism in South 

India, being the leading English-language newspaper in the region for over a 

century. 

❖ It set the standards for high-quality journalism, focusing on accuracy, in-depth 

analysis, and balanced reporting. The paper's influence extended to shaping 

the growth of journalism in the entire southern region of India, especially in 

states like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh. 
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❖ The Hindu played an important role in regional news coverage, which helped it 

gain a loyal readership across South India. 

4. Support for Social Reform and Progressive Ideas 

❖ From the very beginning, The Hindu has been an advocate for social reform. It 

actively supported caste reform and female education and stood against 

untouchability and other social inequalities. 

❖ The newspaper was supportive of reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and B.R. Ambedkar, who championed the cause 

of social justice and equality. 

❖ The Hindu also focused on human rights issues, including the rights of 

women, dalits, and minorities. It regularly covered topics like child labor, 

gender inequality, and human trafficking. 

5. Role in Shaping Indian Politics and Public Discourse 

❖ The Hindu has played a significant role in shaping public discourse on major 

political issues in India. Through its editorial stance, opinion columns, and 

investigative reports, the paper has contributed to discussions on national 

unity, democracy, secularism, and human rights. 

❖ It has consistently provided balanced coverage of political parties and leaders, 

offering both critical analysis and constructive criticism. This approach has 

made it one of the most respected voices in India's media landscape. 

❖ The newspaper has also been a key player in reporting on national elections, 

political campaigns, and policy decisions, helping to inform and engage the 

electorate. 

6. Commitment to In-Depth and Analytical Journalism 

❖ The Hindu is known for its in-depth coverage and analytical approach to news. 

The paper often features long-form journalism, including detailed reports, 

feature articles, and opinion pieces, which provide context and background to 

important issues. 

❖ This approach has set The Hindu apart from other newspapers, which may 

focus more on breaking news and sensationalism. The newspaper's editorials 

and columns often feature expert opinion on complex issues, offering readers 
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a nuanced perspective on topics such as economics, foreign policy, science 

and technology, and environmental issues. 

7. Pioneering in Digital Journalism 

❖ As the media industry evolved with the rise of the digital era, The Hindu 

embraced digital platforms early on, launching its online edition and expanding 

its digital presence. 

❖ The newspaper has continuously updated its content delivery model to meet 

the demands of a digital audience. It has established a strong presence on 

social media platforms, and its online edition continues to attract a large 

number of readers from across the globe. 

❖ The Hindu is also committed to maintaining the quality of journalism in its 

digital formats, which include both news reporting and interactive content on a 

wide range of issues. 

8. Focus on Ethical Journalism and Professional Standards 

❖ The Hindu is known for its adherence to high ethical standards in journalism. It 

maintains a commitment to objectivity, fairness, and accuracy in reporting. 

❖ The newspaper has often been at the forefront of investigative journalism, 

taking a critical stance on issues like corruption, environmental degradation, 

and political manipulation. 

❖ Its editorial philosophy stresses the importance of responsible reporting, and it 

is widely respected for its commitment to truth and integrity in journalism. 

9. International Relations and Global Issues 

❖ The Hindu provides extensive coverage of international news, especially in 

relation to India’s foreign relations. It has reported on significant international 

events such as India’s relations with Pakistan, China, and the United States, 

as well as coverage of global crises like climate change, geopolitics, and 

international trade. 

❖ The paper has a dedicated international section, which provides analysis and 

updates on issues such as global economics, international diplomacy, and 

global conflict, making it an important source of global news for Indian 

readers. 
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10. Recognized for Excellence in Journalism 

❖ The Hindu has received numerous accolades for its excellence in journalism. 

It has won many prestigious journalism awards for its outstanding 

contributions to investigative journalism, editorial writing, and news reporting. 

❖ Its commitment to maintaining high journalistic standards has earned it a 

reputation as a leading voice in Indian journalism, known for credible and 

informed reporting. 

Conclusion 

The Hindu has made an invaluable contribution to the development of Indian 

journalism. With its commitment to free press, social reform, and ethical standards, it 

has played a pivotal role in shaping public opinion, influencing policy discussions, 

and contributing to India's democratic fabric. Over its long history, The Hindu has 

remained true to its core values of journalistic integrity, fairness, and independence, 

continuing to serve as a trusted source of news and analysis for generations of 

readers 

Contemporary Newspapers in Tamil 

Tamil Nadu, with its rich cultural heritage and vibrant media landscape, boasts 

several well-established Tamil-language newspapers that have played a significant 

role in shaping public opinion, social discourse, and political thought in the region. 

These newspapers provide comprehensive news coverage, catering to the needs of 

readers in Tamil Nadu and the global Tamil diaspora. Here are some of the 

contemporary newspapers in Tamil that continue to influence the media landscape: 

The Times in the 21st century: 

In late 2006. Times Group acquired Vijayanand Printers Limited (VPL). VPL 

previously published two Kannada newspapers, Vijay Karnataka and Usha Kiran, 

and an English daily, Vijay Times. Vijay Karnataka was the leader in the Kannada 

newspaper segment then. 

The paper launched a Chennai edition, 12 April 2008. It launched a Kolhapur 

edition, February 2013. 

THE HINDU 

The Hindu was founded in Madras on 20 September 1878 as a weekly 
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newspaper, by what was known then as the Triplicane Six, which consisted of four 

law students and two teachers, i.e., T. T. Rangacharya, P. V. Rangacharya, D. Kesava 

Rao Pantulu and N. Subba Rao Pantulu, led by G. Subramania lyer (a school 

teacher from Tanjore district) and M. Veeraraghavacharyar, a lecturer at 

Pachaiyappa's College. Started in order to support the campaign of Sir T. 

Muthuswamy lyer for a judgeship at the Madras High Court and to counter the 

campaign against him carried out by the Anglo-Indian press, The Hindu was one of 

the newspapers of the period established to protest the policies of the British Raj. 

About 100 copies of the inaugural issue were printed at Srinidhi Press, Georgetown, 

on one rupee and twelve annas of borrowed money. Subramania lyer became the 

first editor and Veera Raghavacharya, the first managing director of the newspaper. 

The paper was initially printed from Srinidhi Press but later moved to Scottish 

Press, then to The Hindu Press, Mylapore. Started as a weekly newspaper, the 

paper became a tri-weekly in 1883 and an evening daily in 1889. A single copy of the 

newspaper was priced at four annas. The offices moved to rented premises at 100 

Mount Road on 3 December 1883. The newspaper started 

printing at its own press there, named "The National Press", which was established 

on borrowed capital as public subscriptions were not forthcoming. The building itself 

became The Hindu's in 1892, after the Maharaja of Vizianagaram, Pusapati Ananda 

Gajapati Raju, gave The National Press a loan both for the building and to carry out 

needed expansion. 

'Its editorial stances have earned it the nickname, the 'Maha Vishnu of Mount 

Road". "From the new address, 100 Mount Road, which was to remain The Hindu's 

home till 1939, there issued a quarto-size paper with a front-page full of 

advertisements a practice that came to an end only in 1958 when it followed the lead 

of its idol, the pre- Thomson Times [London] and three back pages also at the service 

of the advertiser. In between, there were more views than news." After 1887, when the 

annual session of Indian National Congress was held in Madras, the paper's coverage 

of national news increased significantly, and led to the paper becoming an evening 

daily starting 1 April 1889. 

Kasturi family: 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

177 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

The partnership between Veeraraghavachariar and Subramania lyer was 

dissolved in October 1898. lyer quit the paper and Veeraraghavachariar became the 

sole owner and appointed C. Karunakara Menon the editor. However, The Hindu's 

adventurousness began to decline in the 1900s and so did its circulation, which was 

down to 800 copies when the sole proprietor decided to sell out. The purchaser was 

The Hindu's Legal Adviser from 1895, S. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar, a politically 

ambitious lawyer who had migrated from a Kumbakonam village to practise in 

Coimbatore and from thence to Madras lyengar's son, Kasturi Srinivasan, became 

managing editor of The Hindu upon his father's death in 1923 and Chief Editor in 

February 1934. The Kasturi family, descendants of Kasturi Ranga lyengar, have 

since owned and, through most of the paper's life, held the top editorial positions in 

the company. 27 June 2003 as its editor-in-chief with a mandate to "improve the 

structures and other mechanisms to uphold and strengthen quality and objectivity in 

news reports and opinion pieces", authorised to "restructure the editorial framework 

and functions in line with the competitive environment". On 3 and 23 September 

2003, the reader's letters. 

Joint managing director N. Murali said in July 2003, "It is true that our readers 

have been complaining that some of our reports are partial and lack objectivity. But it 

also depends on reader beliefs." N. Ram was appointed on column carried 

responses from readers saying the editorial was biased. An editorial in August 2003 

observed that the ' virus, and expressed a determination to buck the newspaper was 

affected by the 'editorialising as news reporting trend, restore the professionally 

sound lines of demarcation, and strengthen objectivity and factuality in its coverage. 

In 1987-88, The Hindu's coverage of the Bofors arms deal scandal, a series of 

document-backed exclusives, set the terms of the national political discourse on this 

subject. The Bofors scandal broke in April 1987 with Swedish Radio alleging that 

bribes had been paid to top Indian political leaders, officials and Army officers in 

return for the Swedish arms manufacturing company winning a hefty contract with the 

Government of India for the purchase of 155 mm howitzers. During a six-month 

period, the newspaper published scores of copies of original papers that documented 

the secret payments, amounting to $50 million, into Swiss bank accounts, the 
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agreements behind the payments, communications relating to the payments and the 

crisis response, and other material. The investigation was led by a part-time 

correspondent of The Hindu, Chitra Subramaniam, reporting from Geneva, and was 

supported by Ram in Chennai. The scandal was a major embarrassment to the party 

in power at the centre, the Indian National Congress, and its leader Prime Minister 

Rajiv Gandhi. 

The paper's editorial accused the Prime Minister of being part to massive fraud and 

cover-up. 

In 1991, Deputy Editor N. Ravi, Ram's younger brother, replaced G. Kasturi as 

editor. Nirmala Lakshman, Kasturi Srinivasan's granddaughter and the first woman in 

the company to hold an editorial or managerial role, became Joint Editor of The 

Hindu and her sister, Malini Parthasarathy, Executive Editor. 

In 2003, the Jayalalitha government of the state of Tamil Nadu, of which 

Chennai is the capital, filed cases against The Hindu for breach of privilege of the state 

legislative body. The move was perceived as a government's assault on freedom of 

the press. The paper garnered support from the journalistic community. 

In 2010, The Indian Express reported a dispute within the publisher of The 

Hindu regarding the retirement ag of the person working as the editor-in-chief, a post 

which was then being served by N. Ram. Following this report, Ram decided to sue 

The Indian Express for defamation, a charge which the Indian Express denied. N. 

Ravi and Parthasarathy voiced concern about Ram's decision, saying that doing so 

goes against The Hindu's values and that journalists should not fear "scrutiny", 

respectively. During subsequent events, Parthasarathy tweeted that "issues relating 

to management of newspaper have come to the surface, including editorial direction" 

in her response to a question. Later, Parthasarathy called N. Ram and other The 

Hindu employées "Stalinists", alleging that they were trying to oust her from the 

newspaper. 

In 2011, during the resignation of N. Ram, the newspaper became the subject 

of a succession battle between the members of the Kasturi family. Ram had 

appointed Siddharth Varadarajan as his successor as the editor-in-chief of the 

newspaper who justified the appointment on the ostensible basis of separation of 
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ownership and management, which was opposed by N. Ravi as it deviated from the 

publication's tradition of family members retaining editorial control over it. 

Varadarajan was subsequently accused by the dissident family members of being left 

leaning and the matter of Varadarajan's appointment was brought in front of the 

board of directors of the parent company, Kasturi & Sons. During the dispute. 

Narasimhan Murali alleged that N. Ram ran The Hindu "like a banana republic, with 

cronyism and vested interests ruling the roost". In the end the board voted 6-6 over a 

review of the appointment, the tie was broken by a deciding vote from Ram in his 

capacity as the chairman of the company and in favor of his decision. 

On 2 April 2013 The Hindu started "The Hindu in School" with S. Shivakumar 

as editor. This is a new editior for young readers, to be distributed through schools 

as part of The Hindu's "Newspaper in Education" programme. It covers the day's 

important news developments, features, sports, and regional news. On 16 

September 2013, The Hindu group launched its Tamil edition with 

K. Ashokan as editor. 

On 21 October 2013, changes were made in Editorial as well as business of 

The Hindu. N. Ravi took over as Editor-in-chief of The Hindu and Parthasarathy as 

Editor of The Hindu. As a consequence, Siddarth Varadarajan submitted his 

resignation. N. Ram became Chairman of Kasturi & Sons Limited and Publisher of 

The Hindu and Group publications; and N. Murali, Co-chairman of the company. 

During the 2015 South Indian floods, for the first time since its founding in 

1878, the newspaper did not publish a print edition in Chennai market on 2 

December, as workers were unable to reach the press building. 

On 5 January 2016, Parthasarathy resigned with immediate effect. It was 

reported by the media that she resigned her post, Malini found herself involved in 

several disputes with the editorial team. In a recent incident, she engaged in a 

discussion with RSS ideologue S Gurumurthy regarding The Hindu's fact- checking 

of the 'sengol' controversy. The newspaper had contradicted the Union government's 

claim that the 'sengol' was presented to then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru by 

Lord Mountbatten, the last Viceroy of India. Gurumurthy contested the findings of the 

fact-checking article. However, she continues to be a Who letime Director of Kasturi 
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& Sons Ltd. In July 2020, she became the chairperson of the group. On 5 June 2023, 

she stepped down, upon completion of her non-extendable three-year term as 

chairperson, and Nirmala Lakshman was unanimously appointed as chairperson of 

the group. 

CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPERS IN TAMIL DINAMANI: 

Dinamani is a Tamil daily newspaper. The newspaper was established in 1933 

and is owned by The New Indian Express Group. The first edition was published on 

11 September. The printed circulation will be 1,244,568 as on Aug 2022 and 

11,52,546 online subscribers. It is printed and published from Bangalore, Chennai, 

Coimbatore, Dharmapuri, Madurai, New Delhi, Tirunelveli, Tiruchirappalli, Vellore and 

Villupuram. 

DHINA THANTHI: 

Dina Thanthi (Tamil:), English: Daily Mail: known as Daily Thanthi in English) is 

a Tamil language daily newspaper. It was founded by S. P. Adithanar in Madurai in 

1942. Dina Thanthi is India's largest daily printed in the Tamil language and the ninth 

largest among all dailies in India by circulation. It is printed in 16 cities across India 

and also prints an international editions in Dubai & Sri lanka. 

This daily newspaper is published from 16 cities in India namely Bangalore, 

Chennai,  Mumbai,  Pondicherry,  Coimbatore,  Cuddalore,  Dindigul,  Erode, 

Madurai, Nagercoil, Salem, Thanjavur, Tiruchirappalli. Tirunelveli, Tirupur and 

Vellore. In the second half of 2015, the newspaper has a circulation of 1.714.743. 

International edition is printed in Dubai, United Arab Emirates for the Middle 

East market. Another international edition is printed at Colombo in Sri Lanka, issued 

along with Virakesari (Sri Lanka Tamil newspaper). 

In 2005, the central Government conferred the Padma Shri award to the 

managing director of Dinathanti, Sivanthi Adithan, for his excellent work in educating 

the poor. 

In order to improve the educational quality of the poor students, the daily 

newspaper is giving educational grants to the students who are studying in the top 3 

positions in the 10th plus-2 classes. Tamil Nadu Scholars are honored by giving prize 

money and gold medal every year in C. Pa. Aditanar's birthday function 
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DINAMALAR: 

Dinamalar was founded by I. V. Ramasubbaiver on 6 September 1951 at 

Thiruvananthapuram. The operations were moved to Tirunelveli in 1957. The 

newspaper is printed in 10 cities in Tamil Nadu namely Chennai, Coimbatore. Erode, 

Madurai, Nagercoil, Pondicherry, Salem, Tiruchirappalli, Tirunelveli, Vellore and 

Bangalore. As of Jun 2022, the newspaper has a circulation of 1,731,8959 and more 

than 2 million epaper subscribers. 

The investigative journal Cobrapost released an undercover investigation and 

video which exposed the executives of Dinamalar speaking of promoting Hindutva 

and promoting the agenda of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 2018. Cobrapost reported that the Director 

Lakshmipathy Adimoolam was devoted to the ideology of the RSS. In the operation, 

Adimoolam went on to say that his family's loyalty to the RSS and the BJP has 

harmed their business a lot. Director Adimoolam also mentioned "We have a lot of 

same wavelength with the BJP family is around." Dinamalar in July 2021 published 

misleading news claiming that Tamil Nadu's western area was going to be made into 

a separate union territory called Kongu Nadu. 

On 8 September 2008, Dinamalar's supplementary edition Computer malar 

carried a cartoon of the Islamic prophet. Muhammad which led to protest from 

Islamic groups. On 22 April 2019, Dinamalar received a backlash after its headline 

on the 2019 Sri Lanka Easter bombings report was seen to be mocking Christians 

and Jesus. The report titled "O...Sesappa" which meant Oh...Jesus in a mocking tone 

was seen offensive by many. Dinamalar Office asked for police protection following 

the incident. Many readers on social media objected the heading. Following this, 

Dinamalar published an explanation and expressed its regret. 

In January 2019, Dinamalar posted a body-shaming cartoon of the BJP's Tamil 

Nadu President Tamilisai Soundararajan. The cartoon depicted the BJP leader 

playing ring toss, makes her look wantonly disheveled. Soundarajan slammed the 

cartoon and said "Those with a basic lack of respect for women are capable of 

opining in this manner." 

Dinamalar called the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu as "Palani" instead of 
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"Palaniswamy" in July 2020. The incident caused a controversy. A protest was held 

in Coimbatore today on behalf of the Social Justice People's Party and at the end of 

the protest the Dinamalar newspapers were set on fire. 

In October 2009, Dinamalar published an article claiming that several Tamil film 

actresses were involved in prostitution along with pictures and names. The South 

Indian Film Artistes' Association petitioned to have the senior sub editor arrested and 

staged a rally condemning the same. The rally was led by Rajinikanth with other actors 

including Vijayakanth, Sarath Kumar and Suriya. The senior sub editor of the 

newspaper, Lenin was arrested under Section 4 of the Tamil Nadu Prevention of 

Women Harassment Act and was sent to judicial custody. He was released on the 

next day on protests from Chennai Press Club, Madras Union of Journalists, Press 

Trust of India and the Indian Newspaper Society. Dinamalar stated that the news was 

obtained from ethical sources and there was no secondary agenda. 

In February 2012. Vanniyar Sangam leader and Member of Legislative 

Assembly, Kaduvetti Guru lodged a complaint to Police Commissioner seeking the 

arrest of Dinamalar editor Krishnamurthy and its publisher Lakshmipathy for 

publishing news insulting the Vanniyar caste and trying to create caste violence. The 

article published by Dinamalar read, "Vanniyars do not interact and keep their 

distance with other castes. Vanniyars been involved in anti-social activities due to 

poverty and even though they have show elevated status in society, they are widely 

known for their violence and oppressive behavior. Due to this, other castes follow an 

unwritten rule to not do business with Vanniyars. Due to this, Vanniyars are 

introducing themselves in the community as Gounder in order to avoid professional 

harm." Pattali Makkal Katchi's leader G. K. Mani asked why Dinamalar hates 

Vanniyars so much and also said that the newspaper had constantly defamed the 

Vanniyars. 

In September 2019, A Judicial Magistrate in Krishnagiri sentenced the Editor 

and the Publisher of Tamil daily Dinamalar to two years' imprisonment in a 

defamation case filed by a police inspector. The Judicial Magistrate passed the order 

on a private complaint lodged by an inspector, who was posted in Krishnagiri in 

2005. The complainant said in a column "Tea Kadai Bench", published in the daily, it 
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was alleged that he received kickbacks from those trading in illicit liquor that was 

transported from Bengaluru into Tamil Nadu via Hosur. 

Besides, the report alleged that he had acquired properties through illegal means. 

Though he had sent a legal notice to the daily seeking damages of ₹10 lakh, the 

publication did not respond to it. The lawyers representing the editor and the 

publisher had argued that it was the duty of the media to hold those in positions 

accountable. However, the magistrat held that the article was not backed with 

evidence and lent to "gossip mongering". The court said the write-up, that had not 

named the complainant in the allegations, however, ended up directly naming him as a 

conversational tool. 

DINAKARAN: 

Dinakaran is a Tamil daily newspaper distributed in Tamil Nadu, India. It was 

founded by K. P. Kandasamyin 1977 and is currently owned by media conglomerate 

Sun Group's Sun Network. Dinakaran is the second largest circulated Tamil daily in 

India after Dina Thanthi as of 2015. It is printed in 12 cities across India. Dinakaran 

was founded in 1977 by K. P. Kandasamy after he split from Dina Thanthi owned by 

his father-in-law S. P. Adithanar during the split of All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 

Kazhagam fromDravida Munnetra Kazhagam. In 2005, the newspaper was acquired 

from K. P. K. Kumaran by Kalanithi Maran's Sun Group. 

Dinakaran is published from 12 cities in India namely Bengaluru, Chennai, 

Coimbatore, Madurai, Mumbai, NewDelhi, Nagercoil, Puducherry, Salem, 

Tiruchirappa Ili, Tirunelveli and Vellore. As of 2014, the newspaper has a circulation 

of 1,215,583. 

VIDUTHALAI: 

Viduthalai was first launched on 1 June 1935, by the Justice Party as a bi- 

weekly, published at the address 14 Mount Road. Chennai and priced at 1/4 Indian 

annas. It was converted into a daily in 1937 under the charge of Periyar E. V. 

Ramasamy who priced it at 1/2 Indian annas. Later, the paper was published from its 

office at the depot of another Dravidian daily named Kudi Arasu in Erode. Later, the 

office was shifted to Balakrishna Pillai Street in Chintadripet, Chennai. From 

November 1965 onwards, Viduthalai started to be published from Vepery, Chennai. 
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Viduthalai also served as testing ground for Periyar's Tamil alphabet reform. 

During Veeramani's tenure, new formats were developed to reduce the number of 

letters in the 2 and 2 vowel family. These reforms were published as a separate 

column in the newspaper. 

Viduthalai was one of the few newspapers that faced the consequences of the 

1975-77 Emergency in India. It also pressed for the implementation of the 27% 

reservation quota as recommended by Mandal Commission. 

Following the breakout of the Sri Lankan Civil War in 1983, Viduthalai 

advocated for the rights of Eelam Tamils who began to arrive in Tamil Nadu as 

refugees, while also exposing the violence perpetrated against those in Sri Lanka. 

The office of Viduthalai was also frequented by Tamil militants. The office enabled 

processions, conferences, and other pro-Eelam activities. 

Following the 1992 Babri Masjid demolition, Viduthalai has shown a strong 

stance against Hindutva politics. 

MURASOLI: 

Murasoli is an Indian Tamil language newspaper started by M. Karunanidhi, 

and is the mouthpiece of the Political party DMK. Murasoli was started in Tiruvarur 

on 10 August 1942, during the World War II, by 18-year old M. Karunanidhi. Its 

earliest editions were in form of handwritten notices authored by Karunanidhi under 

the pen name "Cheran" while the Second World War was underway. Since then, 

Murasoli has played a significant role in advancing causes championed by Periyar 

E.V. Ramasamy's Dravidian movement and later in nurturing DMK as a political party 

through the writings of C.N. Annadurai and Kalaignar Karunanidhi. Until 1944, it was 

issued as a leaflet. Its publication had to be stopped in the mid-1940s due to lack of 

paper. It resumed as a weekly magazine on 14 January 1948. The newspaper 

headquarters were moved to Chennai in 1954. From 17 September 1960, it has 

been published as a daily. As of 2017, the newspaper has a circulation of 70,000 

copies. 

Murasoli, which was published from Tiruvarur. Karunanidhi's hometown and 

later from Thanjavur moved to Chennai in 1954, became a weekly in 1948. and a 

daily on September 17, 1960 Periyar's birthday. Karunandhi had briefly suspended 
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its publication when he was actively involved in theatre. 

Contribution of Important Newspapers 

Newspapers have played a huge role in shaping how we understand the world. 

They inform us about what's happening around us, help us form opinions, and 

sometimes even inspire social change. In this presentation, we'll explore the 

contributions of some important newspapers in India. 

National Newspapers: Reaching a Wide Audience 

Amrita Bazar Patrika: This newspaper is one of the oldest in India. It was started in 

1868 and was known for boldly speaking out against British rule. The Patrika 

supported the fight for Indian independence and gave a voice to Indian people who 

wanted change. 

The Times of India: Established much earlier, in 1838, this newspaper is read by 

millions of people across the country. It's a popular source of news and information 

on a variety of topics. 

The Hindu: Founded in 1878, The Hindu has a reputation for providing detailed and 

trustworthy news, covering important stories in a balanced way. 

Role of Newspapers in Shaping Public Opinion 

Newspapers don't just tell us WHAT happened. They also influence HOW we think 

about events. Here's how: 

Setting the Agenda: Newspapers focus our attention on certain issues by choosing 

what stories to put on the front page and how much space to give them. This helps us 

decide what matters to us. 

Opinions and Analysis: Editorials and opinion columns provide different viewpoints 

on current events. This helps us consider arguments and form our own ideas. 

Holding Power to Account: Newspapers act like watchdogs of society. By 

investigating wrongdoing and reporting on scandals, they help keep our leaders and 

institutions honest. 

Tamil Newspapers: Connecting with Local Communities 

Tamil Nadu, a state in southern India, has a strong tradition of newspapers 

written in the Tamil language. Let's look at some of the most important ones: 

Dinamani: This newspaper started in 1934 and is known for its focus on serious 
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news and in-depth reporting. 

Dhina Thanthi (Daily Thanthi): Founded in 1942, it's the most widely read Tamil 

newspaper. It offers a mix of news, sports, and entertainment. 

Dinamalar: This newspaper has been around since 1951 and provides a 

comprehensive coverage of current affairs. 

Dinakaran: Established in 1977, it has gained popularity with its focus on local news 

and regional perspectives. 

Viduthalai (Freedom): With its roots back in 1935, its historically focused on social 

justice and supporting marginalized communities. 

Murasoli: Founded in 1942, its linked to a political party and reflects that party's 

views. 

Why Tamil Newspapers Matter 

Voice of the People: Tamil newspapers give people a way to share their opinions, 

concerns, and stories in their own language. 

Preserving Culture: Newspapers in Tamil help keep the language alive and 

celebrate Tamil culture and traditions. 

Local Connection: They provide news about issues that directly affect Tamil 

communities, which sometimes get less attention in national newspapers. 

Newspapers in the Digital Age 

The way we get our news is changing with the rise of the internet. Newspapers have 

had to adapt: 

Online Editions: Most newspapers now have websites and apps, allowing us to 

read the news on our phones or computers. 

Social Media: Newspapers use social media to share headlines, promote stories, 

and interact with readers. 

Citizen Journalism: This means regular people reporting on events in their 

communities, which sometimes influences traditional newspapers as well. 

Newspapers remain a powerful force in our society. They inform us, entertain us, and 

make us think critically about the world around us. While they face 

challenges in the digital age, newspapers will continue to play a vital role in our lives 

for years to come. 
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Contribution of the Amrita Bazar Patrika 

One of India's Oldest: The Amrita Bazar Patrika has a long and important history. It 

was founded in 1868, making it one of the oldest newspapers in India. 

Voice against British Rule: The Patrika was known for its strong criticism of the 

British government that ruled India at the time. It bravely spoke out against unfair laws 

and practices. 

Champion of Indian Independence: The newspaper played a major role in India's 

freedom struggle. It supported Indian leaders who wanted independence and helped 

spread their messages to people across the country. 

Fighting for Change: The Patrika was not only about ending British rule. It also 

promoted social change and reform, such as supporting the rights of women and 

fighting against inequality. 

How the Amrita Bazar Patrika Made a Difference 

Giving Indians a Voice: During British rule, many Indians felt like their voices didn't 

matter. The Patrika provided a platform for Indian writers and thinkers to express 

their opinions and demand change. 

Educating the Public: The newspaper provided essential information about what was 

happening in India and around the world. This helped people understand the issues 

of the day and make informed decisions. 

Inspiring Action: The Patrika's stories of courage and resistance inspired people to 

join the fight for freedom. It helped to create a sense of national unity and purpose. 

Shaping Public Opinion: The Patrika didn't just tell people what to think. It also 

helped them form their own opinions by presenting different viewpoints and 

arguments about important issues. 

 

A Closer Look at the Patrika's Impact 

Here are some specific ways the Amrita Bazar Patrika made a difference: 

Challenging Unjust Laws: The Patrika spoke out against laws that discriminated 

against Indians. This helped put pressure on the British government to change these 

laws. 

Supporting Social Reformers: The newspaper was a strong voice for social 
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change. It supported leaders who fought for women's rights, education for all, and an 

end to the caste system. (Note: the caste system is a way of dividing society that still 

has harmful effects in India) 

Exposing Corruption: The Patrika fearlessly investigated and reported on 

wrongdoing by government officials. This helped to hold the powerful accountable for 

their actions. 

The Patrika's Style and Approach 

Bold and Outspoken: The Patrika wasn't afraid to criticize the British government in 

strong terms. Its writing was powerful and passionate, which helped to rally people to 

its cause. 

Varied Content: The newspaper covered a wide range of topics, from politics and 

social issues to culture and literature. This made it appealing to a broad audience. 

Language of the People: The Patrika was initially written in the Bengali 

language, which made it accessible to ordinary people. Later, it became an English 

language paper to reach a wider audience throughout India. 

Legacy of the Amrita Bazar Patrika 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika leaves behind a strong and lasting legacy: 

Symbol of Indian Nationalism: The Patrika is seen as an important symbol of the 

Indian fight for freedom. 

Pioneer of Investigative Journalism: Its tradition of fearless reporting helped pave 

the way for future generations of Indian journalists. 

Champion of Social Justice: The Patrika continues to inspire those who work for a 

more just and equal society for all. 

The Times of India: A Newspaper Shaping a Nation 

The Times of India (TOI) is more than just a newspaper; it's a household 

name in India. Here's a look at its contributions, aiming for around 800 words and 

suitable for a one-page PPT with simple language. 

A Long and Storied Past 

Founded in 1838: The TOI is one of India's oldest newspapers, boasting a rich 

history dating back to the British Raj. 

From Bombay Times to National Voice: Initially called "The Bombay Times and 
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Journal of Commerce," it catered to the British community in western India. Over 

time, it grew in reach and influence, becoming a national newspaper. 

Widespread Appeal and Trusted Source 

Millions of Readers: Today, the TOI is the largest selling English-language daily 

newspaper in the world, with millions of readers across India. 

Trusted News Source: People rely on the TOI for reliable and accurate news 

coverage on a vast range of topics. 

Shaping Public Discourse 

Setting the Agenda: The TOI's choice of stories and headlines influences what 

people talk about and think about in India. 

In-depth Analysis: The newspaper goes beyond just reporting facts. It provides 

insightful analysis of current events, helping readers understand complex issues. 

Variety of Voices: The TOI features editorials and opinion pieces reflecting 

different viewpoints on important matters, encouraging healthy debate. 

Beyond National News 

Global Perspective: The TOI doesn't just focus on India. It also covers international 

news, keeping readers informed about what's happening around the world. 

Business and Finance: The newspaper provides dedicated sections on business 

and finance, keeping people updated on economic trends and developments. 

Lifestyle and Entertainment: It caters to a broad audience by offering sections on 

lifestyle, sports, entertainment, and culture. 

The TOI in the Digital Age 

Adapting to Change: Like many newspapers, the TOI has embraced the digital 

age. It has a strong online presence, with a user-friendly website and mobile app. 

Reaching New Audiences: The digital platform allows the TOI to reach younger 

generations and people who prefer to get their news online. 

Engaging with Readers: Social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter allow 

the TOI to connect directly with readers, share breaking news, and spark online 

discussions. 

The Hindu: A Beacon of Reliable News in India 

The Hindu, established in 1878, is a leading Indian newspaper known for its in-
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depth reporting and balanced approach. Here's a closer look at its contributions, 

aiming for around 800 words and suitable for a one-page PPT with simple language. 

A Legacy of Trustworthiness 

Founded in Chennai: Originally a weekly publication in Chennai, southern India, 

The Hindu quickly gained a reputation for being reliable and trustworthy. 

Focus on Accuracy: The newspaper prioritizes providing accurate and unbiased 

news coverage, making it a go-to source for serious readers across India. 

Comprehensive News Coverage 

National and International Scope: The Hindu doesn't just cover local news. It 

offers extensive reporting on national and international affairs, keeping readers 

informed about a wide range of topics. 

In-depth Analysis: Beyond reporting facts, The Hindu provides insightful analysis, 

helping readers understand the complexities of current events. 

Diverse Content: The newspaper caters to a broad audience by covering politics, 

business, economics, science, sports, culture, and more. 

Shaping Informed Opinion 

Thoughtful Editorials: The Hindu's editorials offer well-considered opinions on 

current issues, encouraging critical thinking and healthy debate. 

Variety of Voices: The newspaper features opinion pieces from various writers and 

experts, presenting a range of perspectives on important matters. 

Platform for Discussion: By providing a platform for diverse viewpoints, The Hindu 

helps shape a more informed public opinion on national and global issues. 

Championing Quality Journalism 

Strong Investigative Reporting: The Hindu has a reputation for fearless 

investigative journalism, uncovering stories of corruption and wrongdoing. 

Holding Power Accountable: By exposing wrongdoings. The Hindu holds 

powerful individuals and institutions accountable for their actions. 

Promoting Social Change: The newspaper has raised awareness about important 

social issues and advocated for positive change in society. 

The Hindu in the Digital Age 

Digital Transformation: Like many newspapers, The Hindu has embraced the 
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digital revolution. It has a well-designed website and mobile app for easy access to 

news, 

Engaging with Readers: The Hindu uses social media platforms to connect and 

interact with readers, sharing breaking news and sparking discussions. 

Adapting to Change: The newspaper continues to evolve its online presence to 

cater to the changing habits of readers who consume news online. 

Looking Ahead: The Future of The Hindu 

The Hindu is likely to remain a leading voice in Indian media for several reasons: 

Commitment to Quality: The newspaper's dedication to in-depth reporting. 

balanced viewpoints, and investigative journalism remains its core strength. 

Focus on Regional Issues: While covering national and international news, The 

Hindu can strengthen its connection with readers by giving more space to local 

and regional news. 

Multilingual Reach: Expanding its reach by offering content in multiple Indian 

languages can connect with a wider audience. 

The Hindu's Lasting Impact 

The Hindu has left a significant mark on Indian society: 

A Pillar of Indian Democracy: By providing reliable information and fostering 

informed debate, The Hindu has played a vital role in strengthening India's 

democracy. 

Promoting Critical Thinking: The newspaper encourages readers to think critically 

about the news and form their own opinions. 

A Legacy of Quality Journalism: The Hindu sets a high standard for journalism in 

India, inspiring future generations of journalists. 

The Hindu remains a beacon of reliable news and informed analysis in India. As it 

navigates the digital age. The Hindu will continue to be a source of trust and valuable 

information for generations to come. 

Contemporary Tamil Newspapers 

Tamil Nadu, a state in southern India, has a rich tradition of newspapers written 

in the Tamil language. These newspapers play a vital role in keeping Tamil 

communities informed, connected, and engaged with the world around them. 
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Leading Tamil Newspapers 

Dinamani: Founded in 1934, Dinamani is known for its serious and in-depth 

coverage of news and current affairs. 

Dina Thanthi (Daily Thanthi): Established in 1942, it's the most popular Tamil 

newspaper with a wide readership. It offers a mix of news, sports, and entertainment. 

Dinamalar: Founded in 1951, this newspaper provides a comprehensive look at both 

national and regional news. 

Dinakaran: Established in 1977, it has gained popularity with its focus on local news 

and unique regional perspectives. 

Viduthalai: This newspaper, with roots back in 1935, focuses on issues of social 

justice and represents the views of marginalized communities. 

Murasoli: Founded in 1942, this newspaper is closely linked to a political party and 

reflects its views and perspectives. 

Why Tamil Newspapers Matter 

Local Connection: Tamil newspapers cover news and stories about issues that 

directly affect Tamil communities. This local focus sometimes gets less attention in 

national newspapers. 

Voice of the People: They provide a platform for the Tamil people to share their 

stories, opinions, and concerns in their own language. 

Preserving Tamil Culture: Tamil newspapers celebrate Tamil language. literature, 

and traditions, helping to keep the culture alive. 

Diverse Perspectives: Just like any society, Tamil society has different viewpoints. 

Different newspapers offer different perspectives, helping readers form well-rounded 

opinions. 

Key Features of Tamil Newspapers 

News Coverage: Tamil newspapers cover a wide range of topics, including: 

Local and regional news 

National and international news 

Politics and current events 

Business and economics Sports 

and entertainment 
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Editorials and Opinion Pieces: Prominent writers and thinkers express their 

opinions on important issues, helping to shape public debate. 

Cultural Content: Tamil newspapers celebrate Tamil language and culture 

through sections on literature, arts, cinema, and traditional practices. 

Special Supplements: Many newspapers offer dedicated supplements on topics like 

women's issues, health, education, and youth. 

Tamil Newspapers in the Digital Era 

Like newspapers around the world, Tamil newspapers have had to adapt to the 

rise of the internet and digital technology: 

Online Editions: Most Tamil newspapers now have websites and apps, allowing 

readers to access the news on their computers, phones, or tablets. 

Social Media Presence: Tamil newspapers utilize social media platforms like 

Facebook and Twitter to share headlines, promote stories, and engage with readers. 

Citizen Journalism: Ordinary people reporting on the news in their communities 

are becoming more common, and this sometimes even influences traditional 

newspapers. 

Tamil newspapers continue to play a vital role in informing and engaging Tamil 

communities. They offer a space to discuss local issues, celebrate Tamil culture, and 

shape opinions on the world. While adapting to the digital age, Tamil newspapers are 

likely to remain important sources of information and reflection 

for the Tamil- speaking population. 

Dinamani 

Founded in 1934, Dinamani is one of the most respected Tamil newspapers in 

India. It's known for its commitment to in-depth reporting, balanced viewpoints, and a 

serious approach to news coverage. 

What Makes Dinamani Stand Out 

Focus on Depth and Analysis: Dinamani dives deeper into news stories, providing 

background, context, and informed analysis. This helps readers gain a better 

understanding of complex issues. 

Serious Tone: Dinamani avoids sensationalism (trying to make stories seem more 

exciting or shocking than they are). It presents news in a measured and thoughtful 
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way. 

Space for Diverse Perspectives: The newspaper's editorials and opinion pieces 

feature a range of viewpoints, encouraging readers to think critically and consider 

different perspectives. 

Beyond Headlines: Dinamani doesn't just report news events; it investigates social 

issues and highlights stories that have an impact on the lives of ordinary people. 

Key Content Areas 

Dinamani covers a wide range of topics to cater to its discerning readership: 

National and International News: Readers stay informed about significant political, 

economic, and social developments in India and around the world. 

In-depth Analysis: Expert commentators and analysts provide insights into complex 

news events, helping readers understand their implications. 

Investigative Reporting: With a focus on holding the powerful accountable, 

Dinamani's journalists uncover stories of wrongdoing, corruption, and social injustice. 

Cultural Coverage: Dinamani celebrates Tamil language, literature, arts, and 

traditions, appealing to readers interested in cultural preservation. 

Special Supplements: The newspaper offers dedicated supplements covering 

topics like education, health, science, technology, and women's issues. 

Dinamani's Impact on Tamil Society 

Informed Citizenry: By providing in-depth news coverage and analysis, Dinamani 

empowers readers to make informed decisions about important matters. 

Voice for the Voiceless: Dinamani's focus on investigative reporting sheds light on 

the concerns of marginalized communities and amplifies the voices of those seeking 

justice. 

Platform for Debate: Through its editorials and opinion pages, Dinamani 

encourages healthy discussion and debate on crucial societal issues. 

Preserving Tamil Culture: By celebrating Tamil language and traditions, Dinamani 

plays a key role in preserving and promoting Tamil culture for future generations. 

Adapting to the Digital Age 

Like many newspapers, Dinamani has embraced digital platforms to reach a 

wider and younger audience: 
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Online Edition: Dinamani maintains a comprehensive website and mobile app, 

providing easy access to the latest news and analysis. 

Social Media: The newspaper engages with readers on social media platforms, 

sharing headlines, promoting stories and fostering online discussions. 

Digital Storytelling: Dinamani increasingly uses multimedia formats like videos and 

podcasts to expand its storytelling capabilities. 

Looking Ahead: The Future of Dinamani 

Dinamani's reputation for in-depth and trustworthy news is likely to remain its 

greatest strength. Here's why it will continue to be an important voice: 

Need for Quality Journalism: In a world filled with fast news and social media, 

Dinamani's commitment to serious journalism is essential. 

Craving for Context: Readers want more than just headlines; they seek context and 

insightful analysis on complex issues, which Dinamani provides. 

Fighting Misinformation: With the rise of fake news, trustworthy sources like 

Dinamani become increasingly important for readers who want reliable information. 

Dinamani is a leading example of quality journalism in the Tamil language. By 

remaining dedicated to serious reporting, in-depth analysis, and promoting diverse 

perspectives, Dinamani plays a vital role in keeping Tamil communities informed, 

engaged, and empowered. 

Dhina Thanthi 

Founded in 1942, Dhina Thanthi stands as the most widely circulated Tamil 

newspaper in India. It's known for its simplified language, focus on regional news, 

and a mix of news, sports, and entertainment content. 

What Sets Dhina Thanthi Apart 

Reader-Friendly Style: Dhina Thanthi uses a simplified conversational style of 

Tamil, making it accessible to a wide range of readers regardless of their educational 

background. 

Local Focus: The newspaper places a strong emphasis on local and regional news, 

covering stories that directly impact the lives of people in Tamil Nadu. 

Variety of Content: Dhina Thanthi appeals to a broad audience by covering a 

mixture of news, sports, entertainment, and human-interest stories. 
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Bold and Eye-Catching: With large headlines and a visually appealing layout, the 

newspaper is designed to grab attention and engage readers. 

Key Areas of Coverage 

Dhina Thanthi provides a comprehensive overview of events with different 

sections: 

Local and Regional News: The heart of the newspaper lies in its in-depth 

coverage of Tamil Nadu politics, social issues, and community events. 

National and International Updates: While focusing on the local, it also keeps 

readers informed about important developments within India and beyond. 

Sports Enthusiasts: Dhina Thanthi dedicates significant space to sports news, with 

an emphasis on cricket, a wildly popular sport in India. 

Entertainment and Lifestyle: The newspaper caters to a diverse readership with 

sections on movies, television, and other lifestyle topics. 

Special Supplements: It offers special supplements on topics like science, 

technology, health, and youth, offering a wider range of content. 

Dhina Thanthi's Impact 

Voice of the People: By making news accessible, Dhina Thanthi empowers readers 

from all walks of life to stay informed and engaged with their communities. 

Platform for Local Issues: The newspaper's focus on regional news spotlights 

issues faced by Tamil communities and encourages debate. 

Promoting Tamil Language: Dhina Thanthi's simplified style of Tamil helps 

promote literacy and love for the language, especially among younger generations. 

Entertainment Hub: For many readers, Dhina Thanthi serves as a source of 

entertainment and a way to connect with popular culture. 

Dhina Thanthi in the Digital Age 

Dhina Thanthi has embraced change to stay relevant in the digital world: 

 

Strong Online Presence: A well-designed website and mobile app offer easy 

access to the latest news and features. 

Active on Social Media: The newspaper utilizes social media to reach a younger 

audience, share headlines, and promote discussion. 
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Multimedia Content: Dhina Thanthi is exploring newer ways of storytelling 

through videos, podcasts, and interactive graphics. 

Looking to the Future 

Dhina Thanthi's position as a popular news source is likely to continue due to: 

Focus on Accessibility: The simplified language and regional emphasis ensures 

broader access to news. 

Expanding Entertainment Coverage: With growing demand for entertainment 

content, Dhina Thanthi will expand further in this area. 

Digital Innovations: Staying ahead of digital trends will keep the newspaper 

relevant for generations to come. 

Dhina Thanthi plays a vital role in Tamil Nadu's media landscape. Its accessible 

style, focus on local news, and variety of content have made it an integral part of 

daily life for many Tamil-speaking readers. As it continues to evolve in the digital age, 

Dhina Thanthi aims to remain the first choice for Tamil news and entertainment. 

Dinamalar 

Established in 1951, Dinamalar is one of the leading Tamil dailies in India. It's 

known for its comprehensive coverage of national and regional news and its 

balanced approach to reporting. 

Why Dinamalar Stands Out 

Focus on News: Dinamalar focuses primarily on providing a well-rounded mix of 

news stories. It covers all major news categories with clarity and depth. 

Balanced Reporting: The newspaper aims to present news and opinions from 

different viewpoints, helping readers form informed perspectives. 

Regional Strength: While covering national news, Dinamalar provides strong 

coverage of local news and events affecting communities across Tamil Nadu. 

Clean and Organized: Dinamalar's layout is simple and easy to navigate, making it a 

reader-friendly option for catching up on daily events. 

Key Areas of Focus 

Dinamalar offers a wide range of content to inform its readers: 

Local and Regional News: Dinamalar keeps readers updated on political, social, and 

economic developments happening within Tamil Nadu. 
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National and International Coverage: It covers major national and international 

news to provide a broader perspective on world events. 

Business and Economy: Readers can stay up-to-date on financial news, stock 

market updates, and economic trends through dedicated sections. 

Sports and Entertainment: Dinamalar caters to diverse interests with sections on 

sports news (especially popular sports like cricket) and entertainment. 

Special Supplements and Features: The newspaper includes regular supplements 

covering topics like health, women's issues, science, and youth- focused content. 

Impact on Tamil Society 

Informing the Public: Dinamalar plays a crucial role in keeping Tamil Nadu's 

citizens informed about important news and developments that affect their lives. 

Balanced Perspective: By presenting different viewpoints on issues. Dinamalar 

fosters critical thinking and encourages informed discussions. 

Platform for Local Voices: The newspaper highlights regional stories and 

concerns, ensuring issues important to local communities are given a voice. 

Promoting Tamil Language: Dinamalar contributes to the preservation of the Tamil 

language by using it to inform and engage its readership. 

Embracing the Digital Age 

Like most newspapers, Dinamalar had to adapt to the rise of digital 

platforms: 

Website and Apps: Dinamalar maintains a comprehensive website and mobile 

apps, offering easy access to news for readers on the go. 

Social Media Presence: The newspaper engages with readers on social media 

platforms, sharing updates and encouraging discussions. 

Digital Innovations: Dinamalar is likely to continue exploring new digital 

storytelling tools like videos and interactive graphics to enrich its content. 

Looking Ahead: Dinamalar's Future 

Dinamalar's commitment to balanced reporting and comprehensive news 

coverage will likely remain its biggest strengths. To stay relevant, it will focus on: 

Strengthening Local Coverage: To stand out even further, Dinamalar can 

expand its local reporting and investigate stories from all corners of Tamil Nadu. 
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Investing in Digital Storytelling: Using more multimedia formats and 

interactive content will help engage younger and digitally savvy audiences. 

Focus on In-depth Analysis: While offering news, providing context and deeper 

analysis will help readers understand complex issues. 

Dinamalar exemplifies a solid source of reliable news and information for Tamil 

readers. It provides a balanced mix of local, national, and international reporting. As 

the media landscape evolves, Dinamalar's dedication to quality news coverage will 

ensure it remains a trusted voice in Tamil journalism. 

Dinakaran: A Focus on Local News and Regional Perspective Founded 

in 1977, Dinakaran has steadily grown in popularity. It is known for its emphasis on 

local news within Tamil Nadu and its distinct regional point of view. 

What Makes Dinakaran Different 

Hyperlocal Focus: Dinakaran sets itself apart by going beyond broader news and 

digging deep into stories within Tamil Nadu's districts and small towns. 

Unique Perspectives: The newspaper offers viewpoints and analysis often focused 

on how national and international events specifically impact people in Tamil Nadu. 

Simplified Language: Like some other popular Tamil newspapers, Dinakaran uses 

a style of Tamil that is easy to understand for a wider audience. 

Community Connection: Dinakaran prioritizes stories about everyday people, their 

challenges, and successes, forging a stronger connection with communities. 

Key Content Areas 

Dinakaran covers a range of topics relevant to its readership: 

Intensive Local Coverage: The heart of Dinakaran lies in its focus on Tamil Nadu, 

with news about politics, social issues, and events happening in even smaller towns. 

National and International Updates: While emphasizing local news, it also keeps 

readers informed about important happenings across India and the world. 

Investigative Reporting: Dinakaran is known for uncovering stories of corruption, 

wrongdoing, and social injustice, particularly issues that affect smaller communities. 

Entertainment and Lifestyle: It offers sections dedicated to movies, television, and 

other lifestyle topics commonly found in Tamil dailies. 

Special Supplements: Dinakaran offers special supplements on topics like 
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education, health, and youth, expanding its content focus. 

Dinakaran's Influence 

Voice of Regional Communities: Dinakaran amplifies the voices and concerns of 

people living outside major cities in Tamil Nadu, often overlooked by other news 

sources. 

Holding Power Accountable: Dinakaran's investigative reports shine a light on 

issues faced by local communities and hold those responsible to account. 

Promoting Tamil Language: Similar to other Tamil dailies, it contributes to the 

preservation of the Tamil language and helps promote literacy. 

Platform for Local Expression: Dinakaran gives space to writers, journalists, and 

ordinary people from various backgrounds within Tamil Nadu to express their opinions 

and perspectives. 

Dinakaran Evolves in the Digital Age 

Dinakaran, like most newspapers, has had to respond to the rise of the internet: 

Online and Mobile Presence: The newspaper offers content through its website and 

mobile apps, making news more accessible to readers on the go. 

Social Media Interaction: Dinakaran engages with its audience on social media, 

sharing news, and encouraging discussions about regional issues. 

Exploring New Formats: Dinakaran will likely embrace newer storytelling formats, 

using videos, podcasts, and interactive graphics to appeal to a wider audience. 

The Future of Dinakaran 

Dinakaran will likely remain an essential source of news due to several 

reasons: 

Regional Niche: Its distinct focus on local communities and unique regional 

perspectives will continue to set it apart in the news landscape. 

Need for Local Voices: As Tamil Nadu's smaller towns and villages grow, 

Dinakaran will become an even more vital platform to voice their concerns. 

Digital Expansion: Greater focus on its online presence and digital storytelling tools 

will attract younger generations who consume news on their phones and computers. 

Dinakaran plays a unique role in Tamil Nadu's media scene. With its dedication 

to local news, community focus, and regional perspectives, Dinakaran acts as a vital 
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voice for the people of Tamil Nadu. As the newspaper navigates the digital era, its 

commitment to serving local communities will ensure it remains a relevant and 

trusted news source for many years to come. 

Viduthalai 

Founded in 1935. Viduthalai (Freedom) is one of the oldest Tamil 

newspapers. It stands out for its unwavering commitment to highlighting issues of 

social justice. fighting inequality, and giving a voice to marginalized communities. 

What Sets Viduthalai Apart 

Social Justice Focus: The heart of the newspaper lies in its dedication to covering 

issues of caste discrimination, women's rights, and the struggles of the poor and 

underprivileged. 

Challenging the Status Quo: Viduthalai is known for its bold reporting that 

questions existing power structures and inequalities in society. 

Platform for the Marginalized: The newspaper creates space for stories and 

perspectives that are often missing from mainstream media narratives. 

Historical Connection: Viduthalai is deeply connected to social reform movements 

in Tamil Nadu, having been founded by a prominent Indian social reformer known as 

Periyar E.V. Ramasamy. 

Key Areas of Coverage 

Viduthalai's content goes beyond typical news sections: 

Caste Discrimination: The newspaper relentlessly investigates and reports on 

discrimination based on caste, exposing injustices and demanding social change. 

Women's Rights: Viduthalai covers women's issues such as gender inequality, 

violence against women, and campaigns for women's empowerment. 

Rights of the Underprivileged: The newspaper highlights the struggles of 

marginalized groups, including workers' rights, land rights, and the concerns of 

oppressed communities. 

News and Analysis: While focusing intensely on social issues, it covers national and 

regional news, providing context to its main focus areas. 

Opinion and Debate: Viduthalai features a strong editorial voice and regularly hosts 

columns and essays by social activists, thinkers, and reformists. 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

202 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

Viduthalai's Impact on Society 

Raising Awareness: Viduthalai plays a crucial role in shining a light on often- 

ignored social injustices and making people aware of the inequalities that exist. 

Mobilizing for Change: The newspaper doesn't just report on issues it inspires 

action and encourages its readers to fight for a more just society. 

Voice for the Voiceless: By providing a platform for marginalized groups, it 

amplifies their voices and demands for equality. 

Legacy of Social Reform: Viduthalai continues the legacy of Periyar E.V. 

Ramasamy and his fight for social justice, inspiring current and future generations. 

Viduthalai in the Digital World 

Like other newspapers, Viduthalai is adapting to a changing media landscape: 

Online Editions: It maintains a website and mobile apps, making its content more 

accessible to a wider audience. 

Social Media: Viduthalai uses social media to share news, engage with readers, and 

mobilize support for social justice issues. 

New Storytelling Formats: The newspaper can expand its impact in the future by 

creating video content, podcasts, and utilizing other digital formats. 

The Future of Viduthalai 

Viduthalai's importance is likely to grow for several reasons: 

Ongoing Need for Social Justice: While progress has been made, caste 

discrimination, gender inequality, and other injustices continue to be problems in 

India. Viduthalai remains an essential voice in fighting these battles. 

Power in the Margins: As marginalized communities become more vocal, 

Viduthalai provides a crucial platform for their voices to reach a wider public. 

Attracting a Younger Generation: Viduthalai's commitment to social justice can 

inspire and engage younger generations who are passionate about creating a more 

equal world. 

Viduthalai is more than just a newspaper; it's a force for social change in Tamil 

Nadu. Its relentless focus on social justice, marginalized voices, and challenging 

inequality makes it an indispensable part of the state's media 

landscape. As it continues to innovate and adapt, Viduthalai will remain a beacon for 
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those fighting for a more just and equitable society. 

Murasoli 

Founded in 1942, Murasoli is a Tamil daily strongly associated with the 

Dravida MunnetraKazhagam (DMK) political party. It plays a unique role in reflecting 

the party's ideology, promoting its message, and shaping political discourse in Tamil 

Nadu. 

What Makes Murasoli Different 

Party Voice: Murasoli is not just a neutral observer of news; it actively promotes the 

DMK's views, positions, and campaigns 

Focus on State Politics: Murasoli's main focus is political news and developments 

within the state of Tamil Nadu, especially regarding DMK and its rivals. 

Strong Editorials: The newspaper's editorials often take a bold stance, supporting 

the DMK, criticizing its opponents, and shaping public opinion on political issues. 

Platform for DMK Leaders: Murasoli gives space to DMK leaders and thinkers to 

express their opinions, offering their perspectives directly to the public. 

Key Content Areas 

Murasoli's content centers on its political leanings: 

Tamil Nadu Politics: Extensive coverage of political events, policy decisions, 

speeches, and campaigns of the DMK and other political parties in the state. 

National and International News: Covers news from across India and the world but 

often focuses on how events relate to Tamil Nadu's interests. DMK News and 

Updates: Murasoli covers the DMK's events, initiatives, and the announcements of 

prominent party members. 

Editorials and Opinion Pieces: Strong editorials and opinions that promote the 

DMK's position and sometimes harshly criticize political rivals. 

Cultural Content: Similar to other Tamil dailies, it includes sections covering arts, 

literature, and cinema, though often linking them to DMK's ideals. 

Murasoli's Impact 

DMK's Voice: The newspaper acts as a powerful mouthpiece for the DMK, 

reaching and influencing its supporters. 

Political Mobilization: Murasoli plays a role in rallying support for the DMK. its 
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campaigns, and its stances on key issues. 

Shaping Public Opinion: Its sharp editorials and analysis attempt to shape how 

residents of Tamil Nadu view political events and opponents. 

Promotion of Tamil Language and Identity: As a Tamil publication, it 

contributes to preserving the language and celebrating a sense of Tamil identity. 

Murasoli's Digital Strategy 

Murasoli embraces newer media forms to reach a wider audience: 

 

Online Editions: It has a website and mobile app for easy access to its news, 

analysis, and editorials. 

Social Media Presence: Murasoli interacts with readers on social platforms, 

shares headlines, and participates in political discussions online. 

Expanding Reach: It's likely to explore new digital formats for news delivery to 

attract a younger and digitally savvy readership. The Future of Murasoli 

The success of Murasoli is closely tied to the fortunes of the DMK: 

 

Continued Political Relevance: As long as the DMK remains a powerful force in 

Tamil Nadu politics, Murasoli will have an influential role to play. 

Appealing to the Base: It will mainly attract a readership that already aligns with the 

DMK and its viewpoints. 

Adapting to the Digital Age: Murasoli needs to continue embracing digital 

platforms to maintain its relevance in the years to come. 

Murasoli is a unique example of a newspaper closely linked to a political party. 

It serves as a platform for the DMK's political agenda, news, and opinions. 

Understanding Murasoli's role helps gain deeper insights into Tamil Nadu's political 

landscape. As the DMK continues its political journey, Murasoli will remain an 

influential voice in the state's media sphere. 

***************************************************** 

Important points 

1. Daily Thanthi  

• Founded: 1942 
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• Publisher: Daily Thanthi Group 

• Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Daily Thanthi is one of the most popular Tamil newspapers in India, with 

a massive circulation. It is known for its wide-reaching coverage of 

national, regional, and international news. 

❖ It plays a crucial role in political and social journalism and is recognized 

for its balanced reporting on various topics. 

❖ The paper focuses on breaking news, entertainment, sports, politics, and 

business. 

❖ It has expanded its reach through digital editions and social media 

presence, making it accessible to readers worldwide. 

2. Dinakaran 

❖ Founded: 1977 

❖ Publisher: The New Indian Express Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Dinakaran is one of Tamil Nadu’s leading daily newspapers, known for 

its sensational yet informative reporting. 

❖ It is particularly popular in rural areas and small towns. 

❖ It covers a wide range of topics including politics, education, 

entertainment, business, and sports. 

❖ The newspaper has made significant strides in the digital space, and it 

continues to engage with a younger audience. 

3. The Hindu Tamil  

❖ Founded: 2004 

❖ Publisher: The Hindu Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ The Hindu Tamil is a Tamil-language version of the renowned English 

newspaper, The Hindu. 
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❖ It provides the same high-quality journalism but in Tamil, offering 

comprehensive national and international news coverage. 

❖ The paper is known for its editorial excellence, in-depth analysis, and 

balanced reporting. 

❖ It is particularly popular among the educated class, students, and those 

interested in detailed political analysis and current affairs. 

4. Malaimurasu  

❖ Founded: 1993 

❖ Publisher: The Tamil Murasu Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Malaimurasu is another prominent Tamil daily newspaper, catering to 

both news and entertainment. 

❖ It has gained a significant readership in the Tamil-speaking population 

due to its approachable style and engaging content. 

❖ The paper covers a wide array of topics including local news, national 

politics, film reviews, health, and technology. 

❖ It is available in both print and digital formats, and it is widely accessible 

on mobile platforms. 

5. Tamil Murasu  

❖ Founded: 1924 

❖ Publisher: Tamil Murasu Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Tamil Murasu has a long history of being a trusted source of news in 

Tamil. 

❖ It is particularly focused on community issues, cultural affairs, and 

regional politics. 

❖ The newspaper has a significant following among the Tamil diaspora 

worldwide and focuses on issues relevant to the Tamil community. 

❖ It covers a variety of topics, including social issues, literature, arts, 
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politics, and education. 

6. Pudhu Vazhvu  

❖ Founded: 2004 

❖ Publisher: New Media Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Pudhu Vazhvu is a relatively newer Tamil-language daily newspaper that 

has made a mark due to its innovative approach to news. 

❖ It provides coverage on current events, politics, business, sports, and 

entertainment. 

❖ The paper has focused on issues related to youth, education, and 

entrepreneurship. 

❖ It has a significant digital presence, attracting younger readers who are 

tech-savvy and prefer online content. 

7. News7 Tamil  

❖ Founded: 2008 

❖ Publisher: News7 Tamil Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ News7 Tamil is a popular 24-hour Tamil news channel that has a 

significant online presence in addition to its television broadcasts. 

❖ The channel provides real-time news updates on various topics such as 

politics, sports, entertainment, health, and international affairs. 

❖ The digital arm of News7 Tamil ensures that news is available in various 

formats, including articles, videos, and social media updates. 

❖ It is a go-to source for breaking news and live updates. 

8. Vaanambadi  

❖ Founded: 2001 

❖ Publisher: Vaanambadi Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 
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❖ Vaanambadi is known for its distinctive approach to news and is well-

regarded for covering topics related to rural areas and grassroots issues. 

❖ The paper features news related to local politics, economic issues, 

village developments, and cultural topics. 

❖ It also includes coverage on farming, agriculture, and other important 

regional issues that directly affect the Tamil-speaking population. 

9. Dinamalar  

❖ Founded: 1951 

❖ Publisher: Dinamalar Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Dinamalar is one of the most well-established Tamil dailies and has a 

significant readership across Tamil Nadu. 

❖ The newspaper covers a variety of topics, including politics, sports, 

business, entertainment, and local news. 

❖ The newspaper is known for its editorial stance and has earned a 

reputation for providing high-quality news and thoughtful opinions. 

❖ It also has a strong digital presence and offers content through its mobile 

app and website. 

10. Kummiam  

❖ Founded: 1986 

❖ Publisher: Kummiam Group 

❖ Location: Chennai 

Overview: 

❖ Kummiam has a significant following, especially among Tamil literati and 

intellectuals. 

❖ The paper focuses on opinion-based articles, social issues, and political 

commentary. 

❖ It is often considered to be more of a magazine-style publication rather 

than a traditional daily newspaper. 

Conclusion 
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Tamil-language newspapers have a diverse audience across Tamil Nadu and 

the global Tamil diaspora. They cater to a wide range of interests, from politics to 

entertainment, and have contributed to shaping public opinion and policy discussions 

in the region. These newspapers continue to evolve by embracing digital platforms 

and by adapting to the changing needs of modern readers. Whether through hard-

hitting news, thought-provoking editorials, or local coverage, Tamil newspapers have 

played an essential role in the cultural and political fabric of Tamil Nadu. 

5.5. Dinamani 

Dinamani is a major Tamil-language daily newspaper, which has been an 

influential part of the Tamil media landscape for decades. Below are some key 

details about the newspaper: 

Overview: 

❖ Founded: 1934 

❖ Publisher: The Dinamani Ltd. 

❖ Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

❖ Language: Tamil 

❖ Format: Broadsheet 

❖ Website: www.dinamani.com 

Key Features: 

❖ History: Dinamani was founded by the famous industrialist and 

philanthropist, S. Ramasamy. It is one of the oldest Tamil newspapers, 

established with the objective of providing information and promoting 

social reforms. 

❖ Political Impact: Over the years, Dinamani has been an important tool for 

political discourse, especially in Tamil Nadu. The newspaper is known 

for its neutral and balanced approach to news coverage, which has 

made it a trusted source for readers. 

❖ Coverage: Dinamani provides in-depth news on national and 

international affairs, local issues, politics, business, entertainment, 

sports, education, and health. It focuses on offering objective reporting 

and thoughtful editorial commentary. 
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❖ Regional Influence: It has a strong presence in Tamil Nadu and is widely 

read in urban and rural areas alike. The newspaper is highly respected 

for covering local news, social issues, and events of regional 

significance. 

❖ Digital Presence: As with many traditional newspapers, Dinamani has 

expanded into the digital space, offering online editions that provide 

timely updates and easy access to news. It has adapted to the online 

news landscape, making it accessible on mobile and digital platforms. 

❖ Editorial Stance: Historically, Dinamani has been viewed as a moderate 

and independent voice in Tamil journalism, offering both hard news and 

editorial opinions on a range of topics, including politics, socio-economic 

issues, literature, and culture. 

❖ Social Impact: The newspaper has had a significant role in public service 

by raising awareness on important issues like education, public health, 

and civic rights, contributing to social reforms in Tamil Nadu. 

Contribution to Tamil Journalism: 

❖ Influence in Education: Dinamani has contributed to the growth of 

literacy and education by regularly featuring articles and editorials on 

educational reforms and new advancements in science and technology. 

❖ Cultural Significance: The newspaper has also been a platform for the 

promotion of Tamil language, literature, and cultural heritage, making it 

not just a news source, but a cultural institution in Tamil Nadu. 

Notable Columns and Sections: 

❖ Editorials: Known for its in-depth editorial content, Dinamani offers 

critical analysis of current events, both locally and globally. 

❖ Special Features: It often includes special sections dedicated to 

business, technology, science, and art, which attract a diverse 

readership. 

❖ Conclusion: 

❖ Dinamani continues to be a major force in the Tamil media, maintaining 

its reputation for high-quality journalism, covering a wide range of 
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subjects, and being a key player in the media environment of Tamil 

Nadu. With its deep-rooted history and commitment to truth, it remains a 

reliable source of information for its readers. 

Dina Thanthi 

Dina Thanthi , commonly known as Daily Thanthi, is one of the most influential 

Tamil-language daily newspapers in India, particularly in Tamil Nadu. It has been a 

major player in Tamil journalism for decades. 

❖ Overview: 

❖ Founded: 1942 

❖ Founder: A. Ramasamy 

❖ Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

❖ Language: Tamil 

❖ Format: Broadsheet 

❖ Website: www.dailythanthi.com 

Key Features: 

❖ History: Dina Thanthi was founded by A. Ramasamy in 1942, and it 

quickly became one of the most widely read newspapers in Tamil Nadu. 

Its founding was aimed at offering a balanced and politically neutral 

platform to the Tamil-speaking population. 

❖ Political Influence: Over the years, Dina Thanthi has maintained its 

stance as an independent and neutral newspaper, while still covering 

significant political developments in Tamil Nadu, India, and 

internationally. It is often known for its coverage of regional politics, 

especially in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Coverage: Dina Thanthi covers a wide range of topics such as national 

and international news, politics, business, sports, entertainment, health, 

and technology. It is particularly well-known for its detailed reporting on 

local news and issues that matter to Tamil readers. 

❖ Regional Impact: The newspaper is particularly influential in Tamil Nadu, 

where it is widely read by people from all walks of life. It has consistently 

been one of the top-selling Tamil newspapers, especially in suburban 
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and rural areas. 

❖ Digital Transition: Like many other traditional newspapers, Dina Thanthi 

has also made a successful transition to the digital age. It offers its 

content online and has mobile apps to reach a global audience. Its 

online presence is one of the largest among Tamil news outlets. 

❖ Objectivity: Dina Thanthi is known for maintaining a relatively neutral 

editorial stance in a landscape often dominated by partisan publications. 

This reputation for balanced reporting has made it a trusted source of 

news for its readers. 

❖ Contributions to Tamil Journalism: 

❖ Local News Focus: Dina Thanthi has had a significant impact in terms of 

local news coverage. It gives ample space to events and issues from 

Tamil Nadu, such as politics, social issues, and developments in 

regional governance. 

❖ Popular Sections: The newspaper features many popular sections such 

as entertainment, technology, sports, and education, which appeal to a 

broad demographic. It is particularly strong in its sports section, where it 

provides extensive coverage of Tamil Nadu’s sports scene. 

❖ Innovation: Dina Thanthi has consistently adapted to the evolving media 

environment, introducing innovations such as interactive digital platforms 

and mobile apps, ensuring that it remains relevant in the digital age. 

❖ Social Impact: Dina Thanthi is also known for raising awareness about 

social issues such as poverty, caste discrimination, health care, and 

education. Its stories often highlight important causes and urge the 

government and society to act. 

❖ Notable Sections: 

❖ Editorial: The editorial content focuses on political, economic, and social 

issues, often taking a neutral or pro-people stance. 

❖ Entertainment: Dina Thanthi has strong coverage of Tamil cinema, 

television, and other entertainment-related topics. 

❖ Sports: A significant portion of the newspaper is dedicated to sports, 
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including cricket, football, and Tamil Nadu-based sports events. 

❖ Conclusion: Dina Thanthi is one of the leading newspapers in Tamil 

Nadu, known for its extensive regional coverage, balanced reporting, 

and focus on social causes. It has adapted well to the digital era while 

retaining its strong foothold as a trusted daily for the Tamil-speaking 

population. With its rich history and consistent commitment to high-

quality journalism, Dina Thanthi continues to play a crucial role in 

shaping public opinion and discussions in Tamil Nadu. 

Dinamalar 

Dinamalar  is one of the prominent Tamil-language daily newspapers in India, 

based in Tamil Nadu. It has established itself as a major player in Tamil journalism, 

providing comprehensive news coverage and shaping public opinion for decades. 

Overview: 

❖ Founded: 1956 

❖ Founder: M. Subramanian 

❖ Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

❖ Language: Tamil 

❖ Format: Broadsheet 

❖ Website: www.dinamalar.com 

Key Features: 

❖ History: Dinamalar was founded in 1956 by M. Subramanian, and it 

quickly became one of the leading Tamil newspapers. It has maintained 

a significant presence in Tamil Nadu, especially due to its focused 

coverage of local news, cultural topics, and regional developments. 

❖ Political Influence: Over the years, Dinamalar has been known for its 

balanced and independent editorial stance. While it provides 

comprehensive coverage of Tamil Nadu politics, it has strived to 

maintain neutrality, unlike some other Tamil newspapers with a more 

distinct political leaning. 

❖ Coverage: The newspaper covers a variety of subjects including national 

and international news, politics, business, entertainment, sports, 
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education, science, and health. Dinamalar is particularly well-known for 

its local news coverage, giving prominence to issues that impact the 

people of Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Regional Impact: With a strong readership base in Tamil Nadu, 

Dinamalar holds a significant influence over public opinion, especially in 

suburban and rural areas. 

5.7. Viduthalai 

❖ Viduthalai  is a prominent Tamil-language daily newspaper that holds a 

significant place in Tamil Nadu’s media landscape. Known for its distinct 

editorial stance, it has made notable contributions to journalism, 

particularly in the realms of social justice, politics, and regional issues. 

Overview: 

❖ Founded: 1970 

❖ Founder: S. Ramasamy 

❖ Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

❖ Language: Tamil 

❖ Format: Broadsheet 

❖ Website: www.viduthalai.com 

Key Features: 

❖ History: Viduthalai was founded in 1970 by S. Ramasamy. Over the 

years, it gained a reputation for focusing on issues related to social 

justice, Dalit rights, and humanitarian causes. The newspaper has been 

a prominent voice for marginalized communities and has contributed 

significantly to social movements in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Political Influence: Viduthalai has been a strong advocate for the rights 

of Dalits and backward classes. The newspaper’s editorial policies align 

with progressive and socially conscious movements, often addressing 

issues like caste discrimination, human rights, and equality. It has also 

been vocal on matters related to regional autonomy, economic 

development, and political integrity in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Coverage: The newspaper provides comprehensive coverage on a 
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variety of topics, including national and international news, local politics, 

business, entertainment, sports, education, and social issues. However, 

its standout focus has been on social justice issues, including the plight 

of marginalized communities, caste-based discrimination, and labor 

rights. 

❖ Social Impact: Viduthalai has earned a reputation for its commitment to 

Dalit empowerment, advocating for the eradication of untouchability and 

social inequality. It frequently features articles, editorials, and stories that 

shed light on the challenges faced by Dalits and other disadvantaged 

groups in Tamil society. 

❖ Digital Presence: In keeping with modern trends, Viduthalai has 

transitioned to the digital platform with its website and online editions. 

This has helped it reach a broader audience, both in India and abroad, 

while maintaining its local influence. 

 

Contributions to Tamil Journalism: 

❖ Social Justice Advocacy: Viduthalai stands out in Tamil journalism for its 

active role in advocating for social justice and human rights. The 

newspaper’s coverage of caste-based issues, labor rights, and political 

accountability has been instrumental in raising awareness of key social 

issues in Tamil Nadu. 

❖ Dalit and Backward Classes: The paper has been an important voice for 

the Dalit community and backward classes in Tamil Nadu, regularly 

highlighting their struggles and achievements. It has reported on many 

significant social movements aimed at improving the conditions of these 

groups. 

❖ Progressive Politics: The editorial stance of Viduthalai is rooted in 

progressive politics. It has consistently supported secularism, social 

equality, and democratic governance, and has spoken against 

oppression in all forms. 

❖ Notable Sections: 
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❖ Editorial: Viduthalai is known for its insightful editorials on social issues, 

particularly concerning the empowerment of marginalized groups and 

the promotion of equality and justice. 

❖ Social Issues: The newspaper covers a wide array of social issues, 

including articles on caste discrimination, the rights of women, and labor 

movements. 

❖ Local News: As a regional newspaper, Viduthalai is heavily focused on 

news that affects Tamil Nadu’s population, especially rural and 

underserved areas. 

❖ Politics: The newspaper’s political coverage is often aligned with 

progressive ideologies, advocating for better governance, social reforms, 

and equality. 

❖ Cultural Coverage: Viduthalai also features sections on Tamil culture, 

literature, and the arts, providing a platform for discussions on Tamil 

identity and heritage. 

❖ Conclusion: Viduthalai is an influential newspaper in Tamil Nadu that 

continues to advocate for social justice, Dalit empowerment, and 

progressive politics. Its coverage of social and political issues, 

particularly those concerning marginalized communities, has earned it a 

dedicated readership. By focusing on issues of equality and human 

rights, Viduthalai has made a significant contribution to Tamil journalism 

and continues to play an important role in shaping public opinion in Tamil 

Nadu. 

 Murasoli 

Murasoli is a prominent Tamil-language daily newspaper that holds a special 

place in the media landscape of Tamil Nadu. It is particularly associated with the 

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) party and has been an important voice for the 

party's ideologies and social justice movements. 

Overview: 

❖ Founded: 1942 

❖ Founder: C.N. Annadurai 
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❖ Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

❖ Language: Tamil 

❖ Format: Broadsheet 

❖ Website: www.murasoli.com 

Key Features: 

❖ History: Murasoli was founded in 1942 by C.N. Annadurai, the 

charismatic leader of the DMK, who later became the Chief Minister of 

Tamil Nadu. The newspaper has always been closely associated with 

the DMK party, reflecting its ideals of Dravidian politics, social justice, 

secularism, and caste-based social reforms. 

❖ Political Influence: As the official organ of the DMK, Murasoli has been a 

key instrument for propagating the party's political ideologies. It has been 

a strong advocate for social justice, equality, and anti-caste movements, 

in line with the Dravidian ideology. The newspaper has played a crucial 

role in shaping the political narrative in Tamil Nadu, particularly during 

periods of social and political upheaval. 

❖ Coverage: While the newspaper covers a wide range of topics, it is most 

renowned for its political coverage, focusing on the activities and policies 

of the DMK, state and national politics, and issues affecting Tamil Nadu's 

people. In addition to politics, Murasoli also covers local news, business, 

entertainment, sports, education, and cultural developments. 

❖ Dravida Ideology: Murasoli is strongly aligned with the Dravida 

movement, which advocates for the rights of Tamil people and strives to 

preserve Tamil culture and language. It has been instrumental in 

promoting the idea of self-respect, equality, and social justice in Tamil 

society. 

❖ Leadership: Over the years, Murasoli has been managed by the DMK 

leadership. After C.N. Annadurai, the newspaper was taken forward by 

his successors, including M. Karunanidhi and M. K. Stalin. The 

newspaper continues to be an important medium for conveying the 

party's message to the public. 
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❖ Contributions to Tamil Journalism: 

❖ Promotion of Dravida Ideology: Murasoli has played a central role in the 

promotion of Dravida ideologies and the Dravidian movement. The 

newspaper has been a key platform for the DMK to express its views on 

Tamil identity, self-respect, and social justice. 

❖ Advocacy for Social Justice: The newspaper has been a consistent voice 

advocating for anti-caste reforms, equality, and empowerment of 

marginalized communities. It has been actively involved in the fight 

against untouchability and caste-based discrimination, echoing the 

concerns of the Dravida movement. 

❖ Political Awareness: Murasoli has played an important role in educating 

the people of Tamil Nadu about political developments and issues that 

impact their daily lives. Through its extensive coverage of political 

events, public policies, and governmental actions, it has helped create 

an informed electorate. 

❖ Cultural Contributions: The newspaper also promotes Tamil culture, arts, 

and literature, aligning with the Dravida movement’s emphasis on Tamil 

pride and the preservation of Tamil heritage. It has also contributed to 

the spread of Tamil literature and language development. 

❖ Notable Sections: 

❖ Editorial: The newspaper is well-known for its editorials that reflect the 

DMK's stance on key political and social issues, often highlighting the 

importance of social justice and secularism. 

❖ Political Reporting: As the official newspaper of the DMK, Murasoli offers 

extensive coverage of party activities, political events, and elections. 

❖ Local News: Murasoli covers regional news, with a focus on Tamil Nadu 

and issues pertinent to the state’s residents. 

❖ Social Issues: The paper frequently addresses social issues, including 

education, health, inequality, and poverty, advocating for solutions 

aligned with the Dravida ideals of social justice. 

❖ Cultural Coverage: There are regular features on Tamil culture, 
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literature, and arts, reflecting the newspaper's commitment to preserving 

and promoting Tamil identity. 

Conclusion: 

❖ Murasoli has played a pivotal role in Tamil journalism, particularly 

through its association with the DMK and its focus on social justice, 

Dravidian ideologies, and Tamil pride. Over the decades, it has 

influenced Tamil Nadu’s political landscape and continues to be a major 

platform for advocating for the rights and welfare of the people, 

particularly marginalized communities. Through its unique blend of 

political coverage, cultural promotion, and advocacy for social reform, 

Murasoli remains an integral part of Tamil Nadu's media heritage 

Dinakaran 

Dinakaran  is another prominent Tamil-language daily newspaper in India, with 

a significant readership, especially in Tamil Nadu. Known for its wide-ranging news 

coverage, it has become an influential source of information for Tamil-speaking 

audiences. 

Overview: 

❖ Founded: 1977 

❖ Founder: K. P. Kandasamy 

❖ Headquarters: Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India 

❖ Language: Tamil 

❖ Format: Broadsheet 

❖ Website: www.dinakaran.com 

Key Features: 

❖ History: Dinakaran was founded by K. P. Kandasamy in 1977. It started 

as a regional newspaper in Tamil Nadu and soon expanded its influence. 

The newspaper has since grown to become one of the most widely 

circulated Tamil dailies, with a significant impact in the region. 

❖ Political Influence: Dinakaran has been known for its neutral political 

stance, offering coverage across various political ideologies and 

movements in Tamil Nadu. It has been considered a trusted source for 



CDOE-ODL                      M.A History - SEMESTER-II                History of Journalism  

 

220 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 
 

news, especially for local and regional politics, without aligning strongly 

with any one political party. 

❖ Coverage: The newspaper provides comprehensive coverage of a 

variety of topics, including national and international news, politics, 

business, sports, entertainment, education, and social issues. It is 

particularly known for breaking news, and it frequently covers stories of 

local interest that are highly relevant to Tamil Nadu's audience. 

❖ Digital Presence: Dinakaran has embraced the digital age and offers 

online editions through its website and mobile apps. It maintains a robust 

digital presence, keeping up with changing reader preferences and 

ensuring that its audience stays updated with the latest news. 

❖ Regional Reach: Dinakaran has become one of the most widely read 

newspapers in Tamil Nadu, particularly in urban and rural areas. Its 

readership spans across various demographics, and it has established 

itself as a trusted news outlet among its readers. 

❖ Contributions to Tamil Journalism: 

❖ Focus on Regional News: Dinakaran provides detailed coverage of local 

issues and regional developments in Tamil Nadu, including politics, 

social issues, and entertainment, which resonate strongly with its target 

audience. 

❖ Objectivity and Balance: While maintaining a reputation for neutrality, 

Dinakaran gives voice to various political viewpoints and regional 

concerns, contributing to informed public discourse. 

❖ Special Features: The newspaper features a range of special sections, 

including business, sports, health, technology, and education, ensuring a 

diverse offering that appeals to a broad audience. 

Notable Sections: 

❖ Editorial: Known for providing insightful editorial content, Dinakaran 

covers political and social issues with an objective perspective. 

❖ Local News: Focused on local developments, issues, and events that 

directly affect the residents of Tamil Nadu. 
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❖ Entertainment: Extensive coverage of the Tamil film industry, as well as 

other aspects of entertainment, culture, and arts. 

❖ Sports: Detailed reporting on local and international sports events, 

particularly cricket, football, and Tamil Nadu-based sports. 

Conclusion: 

❖ Dinakaran is an influential Tamil newspaper, known for its 

comprehensive news coverage and commitment to keeping readers 

informed. With its strong focus on regional news, neutrality in politics, 

and constant adaptation to the digital age, it remains a trusted source of 

information in Tamil Nadu. 

 

Objective type questions on the contribution of important newspapers: 
 
Contribution of Important Newspapers 
1. Which newspaper was known for its nationalist views and played a significant role in 
India's freedom struggle? 
a) Amrit Bazar Patrika 
b) The Times of India 
c) The Hindu 
d) None of the above 
 
2. Amrit Bazar Patrika was founded in: 
a) 1868 
b) 1878 
c) 1888 
d) None of the above 
 
3. The Times of India is one of India's: 
a) Oldest newspapers 
b) Most widely read newspapers 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
 
Contribution of Tamil Newspapers 
4. Which Tamil newspaper is known for its wide readership and influence? 
a) Dinamani 
b) Dinathanti 
c) Dinamalar 
d) None of the above 
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5. Dinathanti is known for its: 
a) Sensational reporting 
b) Investigative journalism 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
6. Dinamalar is a popular Tamil newspaper that: 
a) Focuses on local news 
b) Covers national and international news 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Contemporary Newspapers in Tamil 
7. Which newspaper is known for its strong DMK party affiliation? 
a) Murasoli 
b) Dinakaran 
c) Viduthalai 
d) None of the above 
 
8. Dinakaran is a Tamil newspaper that: 
a) Focuses on local news 
b) Covers national and international news 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
9. Viduthalai was a newspaper associated with: 
a) DMK 
b) AIADMK 
c) Periyar's movement 
d) None of the above 
 
Impact of Newspapers 
10. These newspapers have played a significant role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
 
 
 
 
11. They have contributed to: 
a) Promoting social awareness 
b) Raising awareness about national issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
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12. These newspapers have been instrumental in: 
a) Exposing corruption 
b) Promoting transparency and accountability 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Additional Questions 
13. Which newspaper has a strong presence in Tamil Nadu? 
a) Dinathanti 
b) Dinamalar 
c) Dinakaran 
d) None of the above 
 
14. The Hindu is known for its: 
a) In-depth coverage of national and international news 
b) Focus on local news 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
15. Amrit Bazar Patrika was known for its: 
a) Nationalist views 
b) Investigative journalism 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
More Questions 
16. Which newspaper is known for its evening edition? 
a) Dinathanti 
b) Dinakaran 
c) Dinamalar 
d) None of the above 
 
17. Murasoli is a newspaper associated with: 
a) DMK 
b) AIADMK 
c) Congress 
d) None of the above 
 
18. The Times of India is a: 
a) National newspaper 
b) Regional newspaper 
c) Local newspaper 
d) None of the above 
 
19. These newspapers have played a crucial role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
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c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
20. They have contributed to: 
a) Promoting democracy 
b) Raising awareness about social issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
Last Set of Questions 
21. Which newspaper has a strong online presence? 
a) Dinathanti 
b) Dinamalar 
c) The Hindu 
d) None of the above 
 
22. The contribution of these newspapers to Indian journalism includes: 
a) Promoting freedom of the press 
b) Raising awareness about national issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
23. They have been instrumental in: 
a) Exposing corruption 
b) Promoting transparency and accountability 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
24. These newspapers continue to play an important role in: 
a) Shaping public opinion 
b) Influencing policy decisions 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 
 
25. Their impact on Indian society includes: 
a) Promoting social awareness 
b) Raising awareness about national issues 
c) Both a and b 
d) None of the above 

 

 



 

 

 

Questionarries: 

1). Write a brief note about William Bolt’s attempt at starting a newspaper in India  

2). Who started the first newspaper in India? Why did Hickey start a newspaper?  

3). What do you understand about colonialism through Hickey’s approach towards  
     journalism?  

4). Write a short note about Hickey’s fight against the government for freedom of  
     press. 

5). What was the prominent slogan of Bal Gangadhar Tilak? Write in a few words  
     your idea of Bal Gangadhar Tilak as a person.  

6). How did Bal Gangadhar Tilak use language press? Why did he start language  
      press? 

7). What are Gandhiji’s views on journalism? Explain through few writings of Gandhi. 

8). Write a short note on Gandhi’s Harijan.  

9). Mention few newspapers started by Mahatma Gandhi.  

10). How did Gandhi fight for freedom of press?  

11). Discuss Gandhi’s role as a journalist in freedom movement. 

12). Write a short note on Swaminathan Sadanand and Free Press Journal. 

13). Name few important newspapers during freedom movement in India.  

14). Write a short note about any four newspapers and their role in freedom struggle.  

15). Write a short note about Free Press Journal  

16). Write a brief note about United Press of India  

17). Discuss the role played by journalism during freedom movement. 

18). Write a short note on early journalism in Bengal presidency.  

19). Write a short note on early journalism in Madras presidency  

20). Write a short note on early journalism in Bombay presidency  

21). Do you find any difference between journalism practices in Bengal, Madras and   
       Bombay presidencies?  

22). Discuss first two decades of journalism since its beginning in 1780. 

23). Write a short note about Bengal Journal.  

24). What are the first missionaries to start journalism in India? Why did missionaries  

       enter the field of journalism?  

25). Write a short note about Bengal Gazette.  

26). Describe the status of journalism in early 19th century with respect to the Calcutta  

       journal. 
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1. Nadig Krishna Murthy : Indian Journalism, Mysore University Press  

2. . R. Parthasarathi: Modern Journalism in India. Sterling Publishers. 

3. J. V. SeshagiriRao. Studies in the history of journalism  

4. MohitMoitra: A History of Indian Journalism; National Book Agency. 
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6. J.N. Basu: Romance of Indian Journalism; University of Calcutta 
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history/growth-of-press-in-india/21000143 
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